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figures I’ve ever met,” says Senior Editor Jancee Dunn 

of our cover subject, the twenty-year-old actress Sarah 
Michelle Gellar. “Militaristic in her devotion to her career.” 
Jancee should know; since 1991 she has been taking down the 
details of the celebrated and ‘self-involved for ROLLING 
Sone and our sister publication US. Jancee, who started her 
career answering phones for me when she arrived here eight 
years ago, wrote Random Notes for two years before moving 
up to write cover treatments of folks like Jenny McCarthy, 
Liz Phair, Melissa Etheridge, Cameron Diaz, Brad Pitt and 
Mel Gibson. Pitt was unchanged by fame, Jancee says, “just 
like a guy you knew in high school.” Of Cameron Diaz she 
says, “She was so stunning that people gawked. When she ate 
a cheeseburger and belched, a tableful of bankers next to us 
were completely charmed.” 

In 1995 interviewing Mel Gibson in London, Jancee was 
chased by paparazzi who thought they’d discovered a new ro- 
mance. Gibson turned to her and whispered: “Be cool. Look 
down, Don't smile.” A few weeks later, the photos ended up at 
ROLLING STone, where Jancee stumbled upon one and rec- 
ognized herself, “The caption read, ‘Mel Gibson with uniden- 
tified woman,” Jancee says. “I wasn’t smiling. I was grinning 
ear to ear, caught in midcackle. It was most unbecoming.” 

—Rosert Love, Managing Editor 


UNIDENTIFIED WOMAN “aL TH NEWS 
WITH CAREER - 
{| HE IS ONE OF ae MOST ORGANIZED PUBLIC THAT Ff 


ROBBIE ROBERTSON. 


LLAR By Jancee Dunn, 
‘The star of Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Scream owes her success 
to talent, looks, hard work and a shrewd choice of scripts. 


BERT SON By David Fricke 
Onihis new albums Contac From the| Underworld of Red Boy, 
Robertson fuses his American Indian musical heritage with 

| spaced-age hip-hop and Euro-techno noir, 


TINGS FROM! ALBANIA ByPJ. O'Rourke. ...48 
Our foreign-affairs editot visits a country where chaos and para- 
noia hold hands, AK-47s cost three dollars, and freedom’s just an~ 
other word for nothing left to lose. 
SPRING BREAK ‘98... 55 
It was a tough winter of frat parties, meaningless sex and cutting 
classes. You need.a break. A spring break. So pack your butt floss 
and your beer goggles ~ it’s time to head south. 


OCK&R ..20 
Neil Strauss on Pearl Jam’s world-tour kickoff in Hawaii. pLus: 
The Esiee 6 collective; Wingless Angels; Richard Linklater. 


HEY WARTONADRULGS: nly. sheets scieetaevnad 36 
icsarbBcestinn opi Vasesteree srecterner inant esis Taine es 
attitude toward marijuana that stops just short of legalization. 


ORDINGS 


Reb Sheffitld on Madonna's Ray of Light. atso ReviEweD: New 
releases yy Cappadonna, Killah Priest, Van Halen, Scott Weiland. 


Peter ravers on Leonardo DiCaprio in The Man in the Iron Mask. 
aso: Who will take home Oscars? Our predictions. 


COVER: Photograph of Sarah Michelle Gellar by Mark Seliger, Los Angeles, January 
1998. Styling by Lysa Cooper. Hair by Phillip Carreon for Profile. Makeup by Lut: for Pro- 
file. Manicure by Lisa Jachno for Cloutier. Prop styling by Jon Noble for Scenario. Spe- 
cial makeup by Tim Considine for Direct Effects. Red body corset with cape by Behrle 
Leather. Thigh-high platform boots by Else Anita Jungle Shoes. 
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Mariah Carey 


STRANE YOU, MIM UDOVITCH 
and RoLLinc SToNE, for finally 
giving Mariah the credit she deserves 
[“An Unmarried Woman,” RS 779]. 
She proves that no matter how hard 


life may be or where you come from, 
with perseverance and hope you can 
reach your dreams. I hope her free 
spirit will never die. 
LS Bronson MARSHALL 
St, Louis, Missouri 
WENT CURBSIDE TO GET OUR 
mail. From my trance, I perceived my 
name being called, shook my head to 
clear the cobwebs and‘looked up to see 
my wife calling to me. “Whit the hell is 
so interesting?” she asked. Quickly, I 
stammered, “Na-na-nothing, honey.” 
Of course, the Mariah Carey issue of 
RoLiInG Stone had just been deliv- 
ered, Have mercy! Joe Cocker put it per- 
ple “You Can Leave Your Hat*On,” 
Joun Myrven 
Riverhead, New York 


wi GREAT ARTICLES ON 
Chris Farley and Chumba- 
wamba inside, it seems only natural 
that the cover should feature... Mari- 
ah Carey? Unless I am personally in- 
volved, I couldn’t care less about Mari- 
ah’s sex life, let alone the contents of 
her purse. Damn, where are Hunter 
and PJ. when you need them? 
Patrick McKEE 
"Alton, Illinois 


Chris Farley 


Yo WELL-WRITTEN ARTICLE 
on the great comedian Chris Farley 
[Chris Farley: 1964-1997,” RS 779] 
proves that there is a tremendous dif- 
ference between shoddy tabloids and 


(GRRE 


sincere writing. While the tabloids 
ridiculed Farley’s weight and addic- 
tions, your article recognized Ameri- 
ca’s affection for him. Chris Farley was 
a humorous, adored, remarkable man 
who will never be forgotten, Thank 
you for illustrating this. 
MEGAN GooDWIN 
Hendersonville, North Carolina 


T IS IRONIC THAT ERIK HEDE-~ 
Tecra who was chosen to write a 
tribute to Chris Farley, instead thinly 
disguised his utter contempt for Far- 
ley’s weight problem, By referring to 
John Candy as Farley's “fellow fatty,” 
mentioning Farley’s “large shadow” 
and hinting as to what might have been 
if Farley were “good and lean,” Hede- 
gaard is no different from the child- 
hood bullies who abused Farley with 
hurtful nicknames and degrading com- 
ments. Responsible journalism does 
not have to be mean. 

ScHuYLER ABRAMS 
Chicago, Illinois 


At A FEATURED PERFORMER FOR 
two years on Saturday Night Live, 
I had the pleasure of working with 
Chris Farley, Chris was, and still is, 
the funniest person I have ever met. It 
absolutely sickens me that you chose 
Mariah Carey for your cover instead 
of Chris. From a journalistic stand- 
point, surely the tragic death of a won- 
derful man is more compelling than 
“Sex and the Single Diva.” Chris’ life 
was as tragic as his death in that his 
sole wish was to get and stay sober. 
Shame on you. f 

Jay Mone 
New York, New York 


WANT TO COMMEND YOU FOR 
your tribute to Chris Farley. When 


journalists keep their heads about, 


them while reporting a tragedy, the 


% ‘ ae 
Unless | am personally involved, | couldn't care less about Mariah Carey’s sex life. 


SPONDENCE, 2, 
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readers benefit, Farley’s death was a 
tragedy, and he will be missed. His 
sense of humor gave breath to the 
downhearted, and laughter rang out in 
his presence. We need a good laugh as 
much as we need air, 
Ceveste MELZER 
Mendocino, California 


OMEONE SHOULD TELL DAVID 
Spade that nobody likes to go to fu- 
nerals. But when someone close to us 
dies, we find the strength within our- 
selves to pay our final respects, Spade 
professed to be Chris Farley's friend in 
life, but friendship should go beyond 
the good times. Spade should have 
found it in his heart to be a friend to 
Farley in death, as well. 

Katuy Bow.sy 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Sean Lennon 


WAS OVERJOYED TO SEE AN ARTI- 
cle about Sean Lennon [‘"The Family 
Business,” RS 779]. It’s great to see that 
he wants to be known by his own ac- 
complishments and not by his father’s. 
Tracy L, Evans 

Sarasota, Florida 


A [eee FOR THE WONDERFUL 

article on Sean Lennon. However, 

you printed Sean’s age as twenty-three. 

He was born on October th, 1975, mak- 
ing him twenty-two. 

ANNIE JOSLIN 

Terre Haute, Indiana 


Raves 


[Dea LISA LOEB’S DREAM 
of having real lemon ice cream 
[Raves, RS 779]: Please tell her that she 
can find a fantastic lemon ice cream 
that’s not curdled at the Jean Georges 
restaurant. And I’ll be more than 
pleased to serve it to her. 

Joun Mainiert 
Captain, Jean Georges 
; New York, New York 


. 


Chumbawamba 


N= TO SEE CHUMBAWAMBA 
getting their due rewards. A hit 
single and album, a tour and now a fea- 
ture article [RS 779]: It goes to show 


that sticking it out and staying true to 
your own ideals is, as always, the most 
important thing in life. The industry 
has not created a market for Chumba- 
wamba... they have created a market 

for themselves. 
Timorny P. RALBOvSKY 
Jamestown, California 


READ YOUR ARTICLE ON CHUM~ 
I bawamba and was really surprised 
to learn that it took the collective ef- 
forts of eight people to create an album 


destined for used-CD shops and cutout 

bins everywhere, America has had 

enough of them ~ please make way for 
the next footnote. 

Cuuck Z1zzo + 

West Bridgewater, Massachusetts *) 


Rolling Stone Online 2.0 

There’s more to this issue than meets 
the eye, and you can now find it on- 
line. Our newly relaunched sites offer 
an expanded range of music news, ar- 
ticles, reviews, photos, audio samples 
and video clips - as well as a Variety of 
special events, including live perform- 
ances by your favorite bands and on- 
line chats. To access the multimedia 
version of ROLLING STONE’and'find 
out what’s happening this week, log on 
to www.rollingstone.com or America 
Online (keyword: RoLLING STONE). 


‘Address your correspondence tothe Letters Editor, ROLLING 
‘Son, to Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10104- 
0298, By fax: 212-767-8214. By e-mail: etersarllingstone.com. 
Include your address and telephone number. An ROLLING 
‘Sront does not assume responsibility for unsolicited mater- 
{als and will eeturn only those accompanied by a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope. 4% Questions abour sub- 
scriptions to ROLLING STONE? Send inquiries to PO Box 
55329, Boulder, CO 80322-5329, of send e-mail to 
_subseriptionerllingstone.com. For customer service outside the 
US, call 303-604-1465 (6 a.m. to.9 pm. MST). 4&5 To order 
back issues, send sio and issue number to ROLLING STONE, 
International Subscriptions, 30 Montgomery St., Jersey 
City, NJ 07302, By phone: 2oryst-o4z0, By fax: 201-451-5745, 
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of most guys and gals hurt themselves by not getting enough calcium. 
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G IRLS AGAINST 
Boys’ body-rock- 
inig noise soul oozes 
carnal knowledge, so 
it made sense that the 
New York band threw 
one of its infamous 
House of GVSB par- 
ties to celebrate Valen- 
tine’s Day. The event 
brought out the cream 
of the downtown-rock 
crop: Members of 
SHUDDER TO THINK, 
JON SPENCER BLUES 
EXPLOSION, SKELE- 
TON KEY and CHAVEZ 
grooved to hip-hop, 
big beat and disco cut 
up on the wheels of 
steel by the Boys’ ELI 
JANNEY and JOHNNY 
TEMPLE. “House of 
GVSB isn’t an artistic 
statement,” says front- 
man SCOTT McCLOUD, 
whose band’s new al- 


) ap was givin’ it up 
E)\ for the oldest 
school: A stellar array 
of hip-hop’s inventors 
— including GRAND- 
MASTER MELLE MEL 
and the SUGARHILL 
GANG, U.LF.O., MILK, 
DOUG E. FRESH and 
BIG DADDY KANE ~ 
performed at New 
York’sCheetah Club 
in celebration of MTV 
Ultra Sound: Back in the 
Day, a documentary 
look at rap’s Eighties 
heyday. The best of the 
best: KURTIS BLOW’s 
ebullient “The Breaks” 
and a blistering set by 
KRS-ONE. “It was 
wonderful!” said Milk 
of AUDIO TWO, “I ap- 
preciate that people 
are giving the pioneers 
a little more rec.” 


G rab my hand ~ it'll 
look like you've 


| won something,” 


Spin us the "Super Fly’: Janney mans the turntables. 


bum, Freakon*ica, | holiday tie-in, how- 
comes out in May. ever: “Our songs 
[e's just there to rock | aren’t about that kind 
the house.” McCloud | of love. It’s more 


wasn’t so keen on the about ... attraction.” | 


DAVID LETTERMAN said 
to MARILYN MANSON 

after Manson’s appear- 
ance on The Late Show. 


| Manson - plugging his 


autobiography, The 
Long Hard Road Out of 


| Hell - so impressed 


Letterman that the co- 
median invited him 
back any time. One 


| person Manson didn’t 


win over was another 
of the show’s guests, 
former SEN. BOB 


| DOLE. “I’ve got to get 


| stood: 


to the airport,” Dole 
said, declining a photo 
with Marilyn. Dole 
then raced to his limo 
faster than Monica 
Lewinsky... well, you 
ffanson under 
Ie’s probably in 
his best interest not to 
have his picture taken 
with me.” 


know. 


NDOM. 
N&TES 


BY MATT HENDRICKSON 


__ el 


Where's Bob Dole? Letterman and Manson: Just two average guys jrom the heartland. 


“My whole life I've wanted to see the Rolling Stones 
in club,” said Sheryl Crow after the band’s show at 
the Joint in Las Vegas’ Hard Rock Hotel and Casino. 
“It was everything I'd dreamed of.” Fourteen hun- 
dred people attended, but only 200 of them paid the 
$300 to $500 ticket price. Most, like Crow, were 
on the guest list. Others enjoying the show for free 
were youngsters Brad Pitt, Johnny Depp, No 
Doubt’s Gwen Ste- 
faniand the Lees, 
Tommy and Pamela, 
who apparently took 
time out from their 
hectic home-video- 
shooting schedule. 
After five more North 
American dates in 
April, the Stones’ sum- 
mer in Europe begins 


May 22nd in Berlin. ¢ 


Left: Stefani and Crow. 
Right: Keith Richards and 
Depp. Far right: Tommy 
and Pamela —which ones 
are the ballcons? 
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Te: VERVE: won 
three Brit Awards ~ 
including Best Band of 
the Year - but never 
mind that, let’s talk 
civil disobedience! 
And who knows more 
about that than every- 
one’s favorite hell rais- 
ers, CHUMBAWAMBA? 
Upon hearing that 
England’s Deputy 
Prime Minister, JOHN 
PRESCOTT, would at- 
tend the Brit Awards 
ceremony, the band - 
booked to open the 
show ~ changed the 
lyrics of its megahit 
“Tubthumping” to slag 
off the ruling New La- 
bor Party. Wait, it gets 
better, Settling in at 


Top: Nobacon, apter dousing the deputy prime minister, was himself doused by a re- 
porter trom tlie pro-Labor newspaper the "Daily Mirror.” Above: DPM Prescott reacts, 


Hey, Madonna, where ya go- 
in’? The new queen of dance 
beats hurried out of New 
York's Roxy after performing 
three songs from her new, 
electronica-heavy album, 
Ray of Light. Backed only by 
her producer/techno guru 
William Orbit, Madonna 
performed for twenty min- 
utes; the show was her first 
live gig in five years. Club go- 
ers were impressed, “She 
sang really well,” said Boy 
George. “She can buy the 
sound of now, and she chosea 
great person in William Or- 
bit to help her.” If Madonna 
tours this fall, she might use 
the stage name - don't laugh - 
Veronica Electronica. 


their table afterward, 
the Chumbas realized 
that Prescott was seat- 
ed mere feet away. 
What's a good anar- 
chist to do? “We had a 
few free beers, wan- 
dered over to his table, 
and there were these 
ice buckets,” says vor 
calist Danbert Noba- 
con. “It just seemed 
logical to dump it on 
him as a protest.”, No- 
bacon was detained by 


police, but Prescott 


declined to press 
charges. “It is really 
funny,” says an unre- 
pentant Nobacon, 
“This fat prime min- 
ister got fucking egg 
on his face, He de- 


served it.” 


“MARK WAHLBERG CAME 7.0 ME AND SAID, 
‘I'VE GOT AN INCH ON LEO.’ AND HE SHOWED 
IT TO ME, SOT HIRED HIM INSTEAD.” 


“Boogie Nights” director Paul Thomas Anderson 
on why he changed his mind 
about casting Leonardo DiCaprio as porn star Digk Diggler 


much they dig your 
| music. While Lang 
| and GRANDMASTER 
FLASH jammed witho 
the house band, back- 
stage was jumpin’ with 
athletes including 
EVANDER HOLYFIELD 
and TERRELL DAVIS 
| But not everyone was 
| ajock. “In high school, 
I was on the acting 
team,” said MATT DA- 
MON, who was hang- 
ing with fellow thes- 
| pian ROBERT DUVALL. 
The show also fea- 
tured SMASH MOUTH 
| and the MIGHTY 
MIGHTY BOSSTONES. 
For head Bosstone 
DICKY BARRETT, the 
ESPYs provided re- 
lief from music~ 
Jock ‘n' rock: Quarterback Elway (lept) and bluesboy Lang | awards shows, 
“When you play in 
LANG after the ESPY | front of your peers, 
| f meeting rock idols | Awards, ESPN’sannu- | there’s always a few 
blows your mind, al show honoring the | who want you to fall 
try saying hello tothe | best in sports, You'd | flat on your face,” he 
gods of sports.“Gosh | be tongue-tied, too, if | said. “The sports 
++,0h,man...itwas | both ROGER guys don’t give a 
unbelievable,” said an | CLEMENS and JOHN fuck, They just want 
awe-struck JONNY ELWAY told you how to be entertained.” 


Hug me: Barrett (center) with the ESPY Athlete op the Year winners, Seattle Mariner Ken Gribtey Jr. (left) and Tiger Woods. 
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E FROM BOTTE 


B : ss “This is the kind of game that can 
Microsoft ; ‘es flood 


wreck a marriage... 
Game of 1997" ~Gamerilla 1395 


“If you love the smell of burning 
arrows in the morning... Age of 
Empires is just what the general 
ordered.” Newsweek 110.97 


“Unterly brilliant.” —PC Zone 997 


“This game is great. 1 can heartily 

: recommend it to both turn-based 

gs s and real-time strategy gamers...” 
~Computer Gaming World 1.98 


“kkk” 
~ CNET Gamecenter 10.28.97 


mn ss “It's a game of oailbiting intensity and 
nonstop strategy.” -OGR.COM 12.97 


Age of Opinions 


“One of the best of the year in any 
genre.” —The Atlanta Journal 
Constitution 11.9.97 


; : “KKK KK a masterpiece.” 
es Computer Games Strategy Plus 11.97 


“One of the year's best games comes 


: from Microsoft.” —Jeff Green, 
os . San Francisco Chronicle 11.1.97 
5 exsesere ~goching taimare Gaigltoning tla 
7 | a row of seven War Elephants...” 


—CNET Gamecenter 10.28.97 


“The new king of real-time strategy 


om 
id games.” PC Gaming.com 11.97 
PX www.microsoft.com/games/empires 
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Can I live up to my own expectations, 

by not hearing whispers in the gallery, 

by rotating my shoulders a fraction more and my hips a fraction less, 
by always taping the middle finger of my right hand, 

by making my worst round a 72, not a 76, 

by getting a little help anchoring a 125-mph swing? 

I can. 


Introducing the Air Zoom TW - with a thermoplastic urethane chassis to help keep Tiger's feet firmly planted on the ground. Nifty little lacing system too. www.nike.com 
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CONCERTS 


[Cont. from2r] At the center of the 
shake-up is a new megaplayer, Robert 
Sillerman, a forty-nine-year-old media 
mogul and advertising executive who 
made a fortune buying up radio stations 
in the last two decades and selling them 
in 1997 for $2.1 billion. In the last year, Sil- 
lerman has spent approximately $500 
million to purchase a string of rock-con- 
cert promoters and theaters through his 
New York-based SFX Entertainment. 
Though his plans are unclear, his rapid 
consolidation of an industry built by in- 
dependent businessmen has raised fears 
that a single company will be left with 
too much power. And what is clear is 
that Sillerman has found a new way to 
marry the business of concert promotion 
with the business of advertising. 

Since January 1997, SFX has acquired 
or begun to acquire New York’s Del- 
sener/Slatet, San Francisco’s Bill Gra- 
ham’ Presents, Houston’s PACE Enter- 
tainment, the Midwest’s Sunshine 
Promotions, Atlanta’s Concert/South- 
ern and a 25,000-seat complex in Hart- 
ford, Connecticut. Upon completion, 
these deals will give SFX forty-two 
venues in twenty-two markets — by far 
the largest web of concert halls and rock 
promoters ever assembled by one firm. 
And according to Sillerman, he isn’t fin- 

ished. “J think it’s very unlikely that the 
| company as currently constituted will be 

the same a year from now,” he says. 
There are rumors that other promoters 
looking to be bought out are making 
overtures to Sillermart— no shock, given 
the generous money’that SFX has been 
offering (for example, $65 million for Bill 
Graham Presents, an operation industry 
observers had valued at $26 million), 
“We were kind of surprised by the atten- 
tion we've generated,” says Sillerman. 

‘Although concert groups like PACE 
and Universal have aggressively built 
their own networks of halls in the past, 
nothing on this scale has happened in 
the rock-concert business before. And® 
aside from the scope of SFX’s acquisi- 
tions, players and observers alike have 
been stunned by the prices Sillerman is 
paying, prices so high that the outlay 
would require new sources of income 
to make sense. 

Sillepman suggests that SFX’s size 
will help. “This business has been very 
disparate and disjointed,” he says. “It 
hasn’t had a cohesive presentation to it — 
and that deprives the consumer of all the 
benefits that scale can bring. The sim- 
plest implication is that there should be 
more live music available to a ‘wider au- 
dience. If I own a radio station in Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, and one in Ra- 
leigh, and I want to play a Billy Joel 
record, both can be playing it at the same 
time. But on one particular night, only 
one of them can present Billy Joel live. 

|. So there has been a lot of pushing and 


pulling that has been inefficient for ev- 
erybody — the artist and the consumer.” 

The fear is that the same consolida- 
tion that would allow SFX to streamline 
the concert industry and make it more 
cost-effective would also give SFX a 
near monopoly on the business, enab- 
ling the company to dictate terms to 
artists, agents and the remaining region- 
al promoters. Sillerman maintains that 
such worries are unfounded. “We don’t 
have enough venues to have someone 


Sillerman started as an ad consultant in the Sixties. 


play just SFX dates,” he says. “Our ulei- 
mate interest is in making the live-con- 
cert business healthier and bigger. We 
don't have enough venues - and I don’t 
think any single practitioner ever would 
= to cover the country.” 

Some managers, including Cliff Bern- 


stein of Q Prime, whose clients include 


Madonna, Metallica and Courtney 
Love, expect SFX to produce little in 
terms of actual change. “It’s not like 
there was a lot of competition between 
promoters in places like Indiana, San 
Francisco or Houston before,” Bernstein 
says, citing three of the markets that SFX 
has locked up. “I’m totally agnostic on 
this, but I don’t really see an upside.” Yet 
some competing promoters doubt SFX 
will prove to be such a benign neighbor. 
Most intriguingly, SFX appears to 
have discovered a new revenue stream 
for rock promotion: the advertising busi- 
ness, Sillerman is also chairman of the 
Marquee Group, which represents sport- 
ing events, broadcasters and athletes, and 
which also has a naming-rights division. 
The Marquee Group recently brokered a 
twenty-year deal reportedly worth more 
than $100 million on behalf of Staples, 
the office-supply retailer, to have the 
soon-to-be-built home of the Los Ange- 
les Lakers and Kings dubbed the Staples 
Center. Now that SFX owns or operates 
dozens of amphitheaters and arenas 
around the country, Sillerman can make 
similar deals for his own facilities. “I 
think it would make all the sense in the 


world,” he says, adding that those kinds 
of arrangements would help venues fi- 
nance dates that might not otherwise be 
feasible based on box office alone. 

Sillerman characterizes rock-ticket 
prices as bargains compared with those 
for professional sporting events, noting 
that sponsorship and advertising deals 
could make prices even lower. Those 
sorts of arrangements, however, gener- 
ally include luxury boxes and prime 
tickets set aside for sponsors, a system 

that could create the kind of two- 
tier ticket structure of haves and 
have-nots that typifies NFL and 
NHL games. 

Also, what Sillerman doesn’t 
mention is the potential for those 
deals to give SFX much deeper 
pockets in bidding for acts than 
anyone else. Top touring acts al- 
ready command virtually all the 
money from ticket sales, forcing 
concert promoters to rely on an- 
cillary income - parking, conces- 
sion sales, merchandising and 
amphitheater advertising, for ex- 
ample - to turn a profit, Siller- 
man’s naming-rights division 
could conceivably make SFX far 
more profitable than any other 
promoter, leaving the company 
even better equipped to corner the 
market on major bands. 

‘Advertising has always been 
very much on Sillerman’s mind: 
He began his career while a college stu- 
dent in 1967 as a marketing and media 
consultant, advising companies about 
how to pitch products to the exploding 
youth market. Even today, SFX’s stated 
objective is to “manage advertising-sup- 
ported media businesses,” a spin that no 
one has ever applied to the rock-concert 
business before. Indeed, SFX has al- 
ready hired Allen Kovac’s Left Bank 
Management, a rock-management firm, 
as a consultant to explore how rock con- 
cert goers can be sold to Madison Av- 
enue as a captive audience. 

“Forty million people bought tickets 
to our concerts last year,” says Sillerman, 
“And it’s the first time that we'll have a 
chance to present them as a consistent 
demographic. It’s the reason a company 
like Disney is able to achieve what it does 
and merchandise the way it does. Every- 
one who goes to Disneyland chooses jp 
do so - they don't find the marketing in- 
trusive. In fact, they look forward to it, 
and everywhere you are surrounded by 
merchandise and sponsorship opportu- 
nities, We have the same thing, to a less- 
er extent, Everybody at one of our facili- 
ties or events has chosen to be there. 
‘That has a certain value, With a base of 
40 milkon people, we have the opportu- 
nity to be a live-media network.” 

Regardless of the sticcess of Sillerman’s 
buying spree and business plan, rock con- 
certs — like the record industry — seem: 
destined to continue their inexorable 
moye from Woodstock to Wall Street. 43 


PEARL JAM 


[Cont. from 21] “and I started to realize 
I’m not as important as I thought I was 
when I was twenty-eight.” 

What Ament and the rest of the band 
don’t realize is that although Ticket- 
master’s monopoly was never broken up, 
the group has made a difference in the 
minds of listeners. Instead of taking 
Ticketmaster for granted, many fans 
now associate its name with rip-offs and 
profiteering - and when fans at the Arts 
Center are asked whether Pearl Jam 
played a part, the response is opposite 
Ament's. “I think so,” says fan Beth Har- 
mon. “They raised awareness, and that’s 
the first step. They went up against a gi- 
afit and lost Round One.” 

For Pearl Jam, though, there will be no 
Round Two. They have decided to focus 
on music exclusively, by behaving like a 
good bar band that loves to jam. “I think 
they’re over the hump and back to being 
a band again,” says Pearl Jam manager 
Kelly Curtis, “I think the band has al- 
ways tried to do the right thing and walle 
the line, and that’s a hard thing to do in 
this corrupt music business. ... Now 
they’re doing what everyone else does, 
which is go out and play.” 

‘And that’s exactly what Pearl Jam ac- 
complish on their second night under 
the small white tent at the 4,00-capaci- 
ty Center. Instead of talking and trying 
to make sure the laid-back audience is 
having fun, Vedder shuts up and sings. 
With Neil Young and family, Chris 
Cornell and wife, and Vedder’s mother 
and wife watching from the sidelines, 
the band mixes favorites like “Even 
Flow,” “Better Man” and “Alive” with 
songs from No Code and Yield, Gui- 
tarists Gossard and Mike McCready 


play looser and louder than they did at * 


their shows opening for the Rolling 
Stones last November - though not 
quite as loose as they did the previous 
night. The band pays tribute to Young 
with a heavy, winding version of its col- 
laboration with him, “I Got Id.” It ends 
“Wishlist” with anew line undoubtedly 
inspired by Vedder's day spent surfing: 
“[ wish I was a forty-foot wave breaking 
on the north shore/I wish I was, I wish 
I was/I couldn’t ask for more.” 

But even if Pearl Jam have learned 
that they and their music mean little in 
the big picture, to accept this and live 
accordingly is something that goes 
against their human nature. When a 
fan passes a banner up onstage, the 
band unfurls it and holds it up: “Save 
Maalea,” it reads, protesting the devel- 
opment of a local harbor. After con- 
gratulating the banner’s creators for 
writing a message that 4,400 people 
have just seen, Vedder can’t help but try 
to change their lives. “Don’t stop 
there,” he urges. “Keep going. Burn 
some bulldozers or something. And tell 
em told you to.” a 
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Hush Puppies is a registered trademark of Wolverine World Wide, Inc. 


ry 


Can “casual” Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday 
and Thursday 


be far behind? 


HUSH PUPPIES” 
we invented casual” 


Nordstrom 
1-800-433-HUSH 


where into the complex 
family tree of the Elephant 6 
collective - a growing network 
of young, psychedelic-minded 
bands that may represent the most 
compelling warp in current rock & roll, 

“Sometimes I'll be here playing mu- 
sic with someone,” says Will Cullen 
Hart, an E6 founder and co-leader of 
Olivia Tremor Control, “and I'll realize 
suddenly that I have no idea who they 
are, I just love that!” Hart is holding 
forth in one of the rooms in the collec- 
tive’s Athens headquarters ~ an over- 
size collegiate art slum packed with 
fantastical, brightly colored canvases 
and littered with film projectors, 
‘Christmasilights, toy xylophones, 
portable multitrack recorders, a ther- 
emin, a disemboweled piano and a 
twelve-foot-long'Chinese New Year- 
style dragon. A cacophony of reed in- 
struments and TV-soundtrack tape 
loops blares from down.the hall, and 
every few minutes another comrade - 
orkid, or dog = wanders into the room. 

It’s hard to nail down precisely 
what Elephant 6 is or how it Func- 
tions; even its figureheads seem a bit 
fuzzy on the subject. E6 is partly a bed- 
room record company that releases 
some’ (but not all) of the collective's 
projects; it’s partly a production outfit. 
And, perhaps most significantly, it’s 
a national clubhouse for a cult of mu- 
sical friends. At present the E6 family 
includes founding bands Apples in 
Stereo, Neutral Milk Hotel and Oli- 
via Tremor Control; side projects like 
Marbles, the Music Tapes and the 
Gerbils; and affiliate bands the Min- 
ders, Elf Power and Beulah, While 
each group has a distinct sound, all of 
them are united by common loves: 
classic psychedelia, oddball instru- 
mentation (piccolos and ukuleles get 
equal time with euphoniums and ting 
modulators), lyrics rife with druggy 
imagery (pets “dissolve and drain 
away”; a neighbor “sees the sky open 
wide and rides the solar system”) /and 
a baroque approach to low-fi recording: 
It’s as if a bunch of kids weaned on 
classic-pop songcraft and trained in 
indie rock’s DIY outlook set out to 


PSYCH OUT 


The man in the bed is half-naked and 
dozing, curled up alongside a battered 
trombone. It’s not clear exactly who he is. 
But like the other twenty-odd people who crash 


at, create in and otherwise float through this per- 
petual house party in Athens, Georgia, he fits some- 


Bol Ve 


Hart (top row, par right), Mangum (next to Hart) and Doss (in pront of Mangum) with 
members op the Elephant 6 collective on the front lawn op their headquarters, in Athens 


THE DO-IT-YOURSELF PSYCHEDELIA OF | 
THE ELEPHANT 6 BANDS 


make records as challenging as the 
most adventurous electronica. 

You'd be forgiven for thinking that 
the E6 aesthetic is, at least on the face of 
it, pharmacologically fueled. “When we 
toured England, every single journalist 
began by asking us what drugs we take 
and in what quantity,” cracks Tremor 
Control’s Bill Doss. “We've experi- 
mented with all the normal stuff. But 
we're more interested in the imagery 
and using it to make something that gets 
you to a certain place in your head,” 

E6’s tiny revolution began irt and 
around Ruston, Louisiana, a small town. 
near Shreveport that was home to the 
collective’s core members: Hart, Doss, 
Jeff Mangum and Robert Schneider. 
Pals from around the way, they began re- 
cording together in ninth grade - Beat- 
les and Velvet Underground covers - 
thanks to a local audio shop that rented 


four-track cassette recorders for five 
dollars a day. They also gorged their 
musical appetites as young hangers-on 
at KLPI, the student radio station at 
nearby Louisiana Tech, absorbing ev- 
erything from the free jazz of the Art 
Ensemble of Chicago to low-fi heroes 
Sebadoh, After a few itinerant years 
spent trading homemade tapes through 
the mail, thty settled in two locations: 
Hart, Doss and Mangum in Athens, 
and Schneider in Denver. The trio 
formed Olivia Tremor Control and re- 
leased one EP, California Demise, before 
Mangum left to form Neutral Milk 
Hotel. Meanwhile, Schneider started 


Apples in Stereo and built the tellingly 
named Pet Sounds Studios. 

The geographic split was a matter of 
temperament. “I just had to get oyt of 
the South,” explains Schneider in his 
usual mile-a-minute ramble. “I love all 
those guys, and they really like that 
whole big [music] community down 
there. But I like, um, a smaller com- 
munity, which is why I don’t live in 
Athens.” A compact, affably nerdy 
guy, Schneider is E6’s leader by de- 
fauly With band mate and co-conspir- 
ator Hilarie Sidney, he runs E6’s label 
out of his home “office” (“a computer, 
a fax machine and a paper cutter”) and 
produces, mixes and plays on many of 
the collective’s releases. Schneider’s 
obsession with details is obvious on 
Apples in Stereo’s recent Tone Soul Evo- 


lution, a shimmering 
set of Byrdsy, Brian B Y. W 


‘guess we were making low-fi records 


| Athens’ famed 4o Watt Club, Man- 


Wilson-influenced pop. Though 
Schneider is working in twenty-four- 
track these days, Tone Soul’s expansive 
melodic sense is of the same sort that 
distinguished even E6’s earliest work 
from that of fellow four-trackers. “I 


back then,” he explains. “But we al-, 
ways thought of them as hi-fi records.” 

If Apples in Stereo are about im- 
maculate songs, Olivia Tremor Con- 
trol are about a more unhinged experi- 
mentalism. Their 1996 debut LP, Music 
From the Unrealized Film Script “Dusk at 
Cubist Castle,” is a heavily layered song 
cycle that reflects the’ way the group 
works, with each member contribut- 
ing home-brewed loops and multi- | 
tracks, “I think the music of the future | 
isn’t going to be made by a bunch of | 
people in a room playing instru- 
ments,” waxes Doss, “but by people 
collecting the sounds around them on 
their own recordings and then bring- 
ing them all together.” 

Lumbering through the Athens 
house, hugging and kissing anyone 
within lipshot, Neutral Mill Hotel’s 
Mangum is E6’s great emoter; more so 
than anyone else in the collective, he 
makes music with his héart doing 
cartwheels on his sleeve. In the Aero- 
plane Over the Sea, Neutral Milk Ho- 
tel’s latest, opens with the image of a 
kid daydreaming while his parents 
brutalize each other, then moves into 
passionately warbled love songs aimed 
variously at atwo-headed boy, a Dutch 
girl buried alive during World War II 
and Jesus Christ. The songs’ rawness 
can be unnerving, But the music’s car- 
nival spirit turns Mangum’s private 
purgings into a celebratory communal 
exorcism. During a recent show at 


gum was bolstered by Salvation Army- 


style brass, a bowed saw and the afore- 
mentioned dragon, which snaked 
through the audience on the shoulders 
of half a dozen E6 accomplices. “I try 
hard to make people feel things,” is 
how Mangum sums up his strategy. 
It’s impossible not to be touched by 
E6’s utopian ambition, the way a group 
of friends have tailed one another around 
the country and created a collective 
muse as a reason to stay together. And 
it’s sad to think that one day, like most 
inseparable post-college crews, the col- 
lective will probably splinter. But for 
now the family seems intact, and the 
music hasn’t lost any of its hand-cob- 
bled beauty. And Hart doesn’t see any 
limits to the power of collective think- 
ing. “I'd like to get to a point where ev- 
ery band we like is an Elephant 6 band,” 
he says only half-facetiously. “The 
more the merrier.” ee) 
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In a world of avoidable mistakes, 
there’s always Bass Ale. 


Smooth, 
satisfying taste 
. at ultra-low tar) 


Here it is! 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 
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DEAD AGAIN? 


GRATEFUL DEAD 
MEMBERS PLAN 
SUMMER TOUR 


Weir, Hart, Lesh (rom lept) may go Furthur. 


WO AND A HALF YEARS AFTER 

the death of Jerry Garcia,'Dead- 

heads may finally have something 

to cheer about. Three of the re- 
maining Grateful Dead members are 
talking about re-teaming for the first 
time to anchor the Furthur Festival this 
summer. The newly hatched band (no 
name has been announced) will likely 
include original members Mickey Hart, 
Phil Lesh and Bob Weir. (The only sur- 
viving original Dead member not taking 
part is drummer Bill Kreutzmann.) Un- 
like in previous years, the Furthur Fest 
Bill will consist of just two or three acts - 
presumably to allow more time for jams. 
Elsewhere this summer, concert fans 
will be able to leave their rain ponchos 
at home. Reversing a decade-long trend, 


a number of superstar acts are bypass- ' 


ing outdoor amphitheaters in favor of 
old-fashioned four-walls-and-a-roof 
sports arenas. Among them are Eric 
Clapton, Celine Dion, Janet Jackson, 
Mariah Carey, the Spice Girls and Bil- 
ly Joel, as well as the duo of Jimmy 
Page and Robert Plant, who may play 
both iridoors and out. Elaborate stage 
sets + not El Nifio - are the reason for 
the move inside. 

Not that there won't be a parade of per- 
formaiices under the stars, particularly at 
the festivals. Along with Furthur, there 
will be Lilith Fair, expected to feature 
Sarah McLachlan, Erykah Badu, Natalie 
Merchant and others; H.O.R.D.E., with 
Blues Traveler, Barenaked Ladies and 
Ben Harper; and Warped, with Rancid, 
NOFX and Bad Religion. Among tours 
still being planned at press time are 
Smokin’ Grooves, Lollapalooza (which 
may include Nine Inch Nails) and Ozzy 
Osbourne’s Ozzfest. 

Aslew of others acts are set to headline 
their own tours, including Metallica, 
Pearl Jam, Elton John, Alanis Morissette, 
Jimmy Buffett, Shania Twain, Phish, the 
B-s2’s with the Pretenders, Van Halen, 
Santana, Beastie Boys, Marilyn Man- 
son, the Dave Matthews Band, Reba 
McEntire with Brooks and Dunn, a solo 
Stevie Nicks, Tori Amos, James Taylor 
and Matchbox 20. -ERIC BOEHLERT 


“This is our Titanic,” says Jonathan 


Dayton with a laugh. “Except somehow 
we brought ours in on budget.” Dayton is 
talking about the spectacularly trippy video 
that he and Valerie Faris, his creative partner and 
wife, directed for Oasis’ “All Around the World.” 
Sort of a condensed Yellow Submarine set in a psychedelic, 
high-tech hyperspace, the clip matches state-of-the-art ani- 
mation with live footage of the band. “I think Oasis have already 


outlasted the Beatles-comparison thing, so we didn’t run away from 
it - we sort of ran right toward it,” says Dayton. Total cost for the video: 


HUSBAND AND WIFE DIRECTORS 


JONATHAN DAYTON 


AND VALERIE FARIS 


LEND THEIR ECLECTIC VISION TO MUSIC VIDEOS BY 
OASIS AND SMASHING PUMPKINS 


approximately $700,000. Not cheap by 
any means, but at a time when the Wu- 
Tang Clan and Missy Elliott drop more 
than $1 million a pop, the ambitious 
video was a relative bargain. 

After approving the initial concept, 
Oasis’ Gallagher brothers gave the duo 
plenty of creative freedom. “We got the 
sense they hadn’t necessarily had the 
most enjoyable experiences making 
videos,” says Faris. “So once they under- 
stood what we wanted to do, they basi- 
cally allowed us to follow that vision.” 

Low-key and humble for Hollywood 
types, Dayton and Faris agree that apart 
from their three children, “All Around 
the World” is one of the collaborations 
they’re most proud of. They're also quick 
to mention the two acclaimed videos 
they directed for the Smashing Pump- 
kins: “1979,” a rowdy study of teen angst, 
and “Tonight, Tonight,” which won six 
MTV Video Music Awards in 1996 and 
was inspired by pioneering filmmaker 
George Melies’ 1902 A Trip to the Moon. 

A precise Dayton-Faris aesthetic is 
difficult to define. “Our style is all about 
serving the song,” says Dayton. “If we 
don’t do that, then we've failed no mat- 
ter how cool the video looks.” 

“There’s no question that they will go 
to whatever lengths it takes to uphold the 
integrity of the idea,” says the Pumpkins’ 
Billy Corgan. “For ‘1979,’ I told them I 
wanted you to feel like you were actually 
in the car with these kids. And they got 
it. They took this car and mounted a 
camera ona seat that rotated 360 degrees. 
Jonathan rode in the fucking trunk with 
a monitor, spinning the camera. They're 
pretty fucking cool.” 

Unlike many in the current crop of in- 
demand video directors, Dayton and 
Faris are not recent art-school grads — 


form videos with everyone from Paula 
Abdul to the Jim Rose Circus Side Show 
and music videos for R.E.M. (“Tongue”) 
and Porno for Pyros (“Pets”), among oth- 
ers, They’ve also made documentaries 
and produced features, including The De- 
cline of Western Civilization Part II: The 
Metal Years. Upcoming projects include a 
milk commercial and a clip for Scott 
Weiland’s “Barbarella,” but the twosome 
are also in demand for feature films. Cur- 
rently, they’re signed to direct two: a road 
movie called Exit Now and 21 Balloons, a 
turn-of-the-century adventure based on 
a children’s story that Dayton describes 
as “kind of Wizard of Oz-like.” Then 
there’s their labor of love, a self-financed 
documentary about the Los Angeles 
comedy scene, which they hope to com- 
plete as soon as they find the time. 
Dayton and Faris are grateful for the 
precedent set by video directors who 
have made the leap to features — people 
like David Fincher, who directed Seven, 
and Michael Bay, who directed The Rock. 
“We look forward to doing a film,” says 


they've been making videos since the 
dawn of MTV. (“Whatever you do, 
don’t call us the grandpa and grandma of 
rock videos,” jokes Faris.) Jeff Ayeroff, 
co-president of the Work Group label, 
has worked with them since the begin- 
ning’ “They are so anti-Hollywood — 
they’re the Ozzie and Harriet of video.” 
Fittingly, Dayton and Faris were alter- 
native before — and now, well, after — al- 
ternative was cool. They met at UCLA. 
and got their first break as writers and 
producers on The Cutting Edge, a guerrilla 
MTV music series that was as edgy as 
the network got in the Eighties. 
Since then, they have done long- 


“The Ozzie and Harriet of video”: Directors Valerie Faris and Jonathan Dayton 


Faris. “But it’s nice to keep doing videos 
and commercials, to not be dependent on 
an income stream from a feature.” 

In the meantime, the pair, who have 
been married since 1988, will keep mak- 
ing videos in a partnership so well es- 
tablished that not even they can define 
who does what anymore. “We're so in’ 
sync that we have developed our whole 
process together,” says Faris. 

“We try to finish any arguments 
before we come to work,” adds Day- 
ton. “So on the set we're a two-headed 
monster.” a 


BY DAVID WILD 


SUSANA MILLM 
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It’s a game of good-natured one-upmanship that has- 


repeated itself since the first Saturn rolled off the line some 
seven years ago. One that is won by microns and microscopic 
stress fractures. And one that is played by folks like design 
engineer Byron Johnson and test engineer Will Bothe. 
‘Byron's job is to make our cars last. Will’s job is to tear them 
apart. (It’s as close to a rivalry as you're likely to find around here.) 
Which is to say, they don’t go at it like Denieras and 
Republicans. But they still manage, in the most Saturn of 


ways, to get in their digs. Say a part Byron designed doesn’t 


‘pass Will’s tests. Then let the taunting voice-mails begin. 


And if it does? Then the reverse holds true. Now, this sort of 
competition isn’t limited-to Byron and Will; it’s repeated by 
each of the 500 engineers who work here. Each giving a mock 
one here, a good-natured jab there. Ultimately ending in 


some really great cars waiting at your friendly Saturn retailer. 


A DIFFERENT KIND of COMPANY. A DIFFERENT KIND of CAR. 


The 1998 Saturn SC2 comes with an M.S.R.P, of $15,295, including AC, retailer prep and transportation. Of course, options, tax and license are extra. 


We'd be happy to provide more information at 1-800-522-5000, or visit us on the Internet at ww.saturn.com. ©1998 Saturn Corporation. 
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USTLING THROUGH 
the revolving doors of 
the cavernous Virgin 
Megastore in New 
York’s Times Square, fifteen- 
year-old Mariana Bertolini 
moves immediately toward a 
wall of hit records and a long 
row, of listening stations 
nearby. She pays no atten- 


tion to Usher, Pearl Jam or 


the Verve. Instead she slips on a 
pair of headphones and immerses 
herself in the icy sounds of com- 
poser James Horner's Titanic. As a 
Virgin staffer stocks twenty more 
copies of the CD, fourth-grader 
Alicia Parrino and her mother, 
Lisa, step up for their turn. “Oh, 
Mpm, listen,” says Alicia, handing 
her the headphones. “It’s so beauti- 
ful,” says Lisa after a few mo- 
ments. “It brings you right back to 
the movie; I can see the ship.” 

‘That kind of adoration continues to 
power the Titanic soundtrack, making it 
one of the most successful, and certain- 
ly one of the most confounding, pop- 
music phenomena of the 1990s. As the 
movie steams toward becoming the first 
film’ever to gross $1 billion worldwide, 
the album - anchored by the Celine 
Dion single “My Heart Will Go On” — 
seems destined to surpass Prince’s Pur® 
ple Rain and perhaps even Whitney 
Houston's The Bodyguard to become the 
best-selling soundtrack of all time. “It’s 
a folk movement,” says Horner. “This 
reaction can’t be manufactured.” 

Horner, together with director James 
Cameyon, “tried to come up with a lan- 
guage unique to Titanic,” he explains. 
Horner opted for a melancholy mix of 
New Age and Celtic sounds, employing 
synthesizers, Peruvian flutes, penny 
whistles and the angelic voice of Norwe- 
gian diva Sissel to create what he calls the 
music’s “timeless” quality. 

“Tt’s a movie that will go down in 
history as one of the most loved of all 
time, and people want a piece of the 
moyie forever,” explains Jim Freeman, 
purchasing director for the HMV 
chain. “People either go see the movie 
twice or buy the record.” Or both. 

According to demographic research 
by Sony Classical, the label that released 
the album, the largest group buying the 
record is composed of girls under age 
fourteen. “The story ties into the ado- 


lescent fantasy of Romeo and Juliet,” 
suggests label president Peter Gelb, who 
says he’s heard stories of girls seeing the 
movie for the fifth or sixth time and 
then going home, listening to the sound- 
track together and seeing who cries first. 

Released in November, the album 
sold more than 4 million copies in its 
first eleven weeks. By comparison, dur- 
ing all of 1997, only Jewel’s Pieces of You 
and the Spice Girls’ Spice sold as many. 


‘Ata time when superstar albums rou- 


“Titanic” stars Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio 


tinely score well in their first weeks and 


“then taper off, Titanic is tracking the op- 


posite course. Nearly three months after 
its release, the record logged its biggest 
one-week total, selling 848,000 copies 
during the week of Valentine’s Day. 

Upcoming Titanic-related events vir- 
tually guarantee that the soundtrack will 
continue to sell strongly: “Southamp- 
ton,” an instrumental single with snip- 
pets of movie dialogue mixed in (“You 
jump, I jump”), has been shipped to pop 
radio; a TV special on Titanic’s music 
airs this summer; and Horner is plan- 
ning a summer tour of world capitals, 
with Sissel and an orchestra perform- 
ing the music. 

While Sony bosses toast their good 
fortune, some rivals are drowning their 
sorrows over what might have been. 
Horner initially hoped that London Rec- 
ords, which released his successful Brave- 
heart score in 1995, would secure the 
rights to the Titanic album. But he says 
that executives there, as well as those at 
Polygram, who failed to return his calls, 
“got cold feet.” In contrast, Sony chiefs, 
who at the time were forbidden from 
seeing any of the Paramount/Fox film 
and hadn’t heard a note of Horner’s mu- 
sic, pushed for the soundtrack. Says the 
composer, “They sensed how passionate 
Twas about the film.” 

Note to label chiefs: Next time Hor- 
ner feels passionate about a project, 
take his call, -ERIC BOEHLERT 


"Wanna play WNBA ball?” Puffy with Hill. 


@ AYBE HE SHOULD CHANGE 
his name to SEAN "JERRY MAG- 
uIRE” ComBS. The ubiquitous 

Puffy - already a rapper, producer, 
restaurateur and label head — is further 
diversifying his interests: Now he 
wants to be a sports agent. His first 
client will likely be CHARLES WooD- 
SON, the 1997 Heisman Trophy winner 
from the University of Michigan, who 
is expected to bea top pick in the April 
NFL draft. According to Carl Francis, 
a spokesman for the NFL Players As- 
sociation, Combs contacted the orga- 
nization about the requirements for 
becoming a certified contract adviser | 


spend his time in the studio, working 
on new songs, than on the road, and 
that the band ~ which has been touring 
for the past five months solid ~ is suf- 
fering from exhaustion. The new mate- 
rial won't see the light of day until next 
year at the earliest. But the band, hop- 
ing that its current stateside sales boom 


| continues, will return to the U.S. for an 


arena tour starting in July. ... Mezzanine, 
the long-awaited new album from 


| British trip-hop pioneers Massive At- 


tack, will be out May r2th. The project 
- which is darker in mood and style 
than the band’s previous efforts, 1991's 


| Blue Lines and 1995's Protection — features 


vocals by ELIZABETH FRASER of the 
COCTEAU TWINS ona handful of tracks. 
A US. tour is likely this summer. . . . 
Fugee LAURYN HILL is currently work- 
ing on her first solo album, due out this 
summer. “It’s a very personal album,” 
she says. “I wrote and produced every- 
thing myself. A lot’s happened to me in 
the past few years, and I don’t have a 


| problem sharing those experiences on 


wax.” The project features guest ap- 
pearances by D'ANGELO and CARLOS 
SANTANA, who lends a guitar part on 
“To Zion,” a track written for Hill’s 
newborn son, “Santana’s a pure mas- 
ter,” says Hill. “He just made his guitar 
sing.” ... 1 am an artiste: Our kid BECK 
and his late grandfather, the Fluxus art 
figure AL HANSEN, will have their work 
shown at an exhibition opening in May 
at the Santa Monica Museum of Art, in 

California. Dubbed “Beck 


R4PEVINE) 


and Al Hansen Playing 
With Matches,” the exhibit — 
which runs through July sth 


~- will include Beck’s draw- 


but hasn’t yet submitted an applica- 
tion. So even though Combs can’t for- 

mally be recognized as an agent, says 

Francis, “he can be in the meeting 

room as an adviser to Woodson when | 
they meet Woodson’s future team. He 

just can’t lead the negotiations or sign 

the deal.” Combs and Woodson could 

not be reached for comment, 
but Francis says that Puffy’s 
celebrity status is not a con- 
cern. “An agent is an agent,” 
says Francis. “Half of the 
[team executives] probably 
don’t know who Puff Daddy 
is, except through their kids.” 
. .. What the hell, roll the 
dice. COOL40 and KENNY 
ROGERS are rerecording Rog- 
ers’ s&ng “The Gambler” for 
Coolio’s next album, conve- 
niently titled The Gambler. 
The single will be out this 
summer, with the album to 
follow in early fall... The 
VERVE have canceled their 
spring theater tour of the 
U.S. A Verve spokesperson 
says that lead singer RICHARD 
ASHCROFT would rather 


ings, collages and photo- 
graphs, as well as audio segments, and 
his grandfather's sculptures. In related 
news, Beck has recorded three new 
songs for a possible EP due out this 


summer. -MATT HENDRICKSON 


A multimedia version of Grapevine canbe found.at 
sewncrelngztone com and on America Online (keyword: Rolling Stone). 


The artist currently known as Beck gets a museum show. 
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MTV online at mtv.com and AOL keyword:MTV 


a. 


T MAY HAVE TAKEN HIM 
a while, but Keith Richards 
has finally released an al- 
bum with a group of musi- 
cians he fell in love with twen- 
ty-six years ago. During a break 
from recording Goats Head 
Soup with the Rolling Stones in 
Jamaica in 1972, Richards first 
heard the mesmerizing chant- 
and-drum music made by Ras- 
tafarian mystics who live in 


Steertown, asmall village inthe 


hills above Ocho Rios. 
In 1995 he recorded a 
group of them in the 
living room of his 
‘home overlooking 
Ocho Rios Bay. The 
result is Wingless An- 
gels, an album with a 
hypnotic calm that’s as far removed 
from the Stones’ bruising rhythms as 
tan be imagined. 

“They’re not musicians per se - 
they're not an ‘act, ” Richards says of 
the Angels, whom he named simply to 
have something to put on the CD 
sleeve. “Apart from Justin Hinds, who 
helped pioneer ska and rock steady, 
they’re fishermen, divers and hustlers - 
they do anything they can turn their 
hands to. Their music is older than reg- 
gae; there’s something ancient about it. 
It’s not even to the bone - it’s to the 
marrow, this music.” 

Richards tried to record the group in 
1972. “We went to a studio in Kingston 
Uamaica],” he recalls, laughing. “The 
drive was hilarious - we had a great 
time. But the session was awful. You 
can’t record these guys in a convention- 
al way - they’re not at home.” 

They were definitely at home in Rich- 


Richards’ Angels: Whitlock, Milton "Neville" Beckerd, Hinds, Vincent “Jackie” Ellis, 
Warrin Williamson and “Sister” Maureen Freemantle (rom left) in Jamaica 


ards’ pad, where they would routinely 
turn up for all-night sessions of singing, 
playing and smoking spliffs. Birdsongs, 
insect trills, laughter and conversation 
amiably mingle with the otherworldly 
vocal harmonies and throbbing drums 
of Wingless Angels. The music defies 
easy description. English hymns, 
brought to Jamaica by evangelical Chris- 
tians, float over rhythms imported on 
African slave ships centuries ago. Once 
the basic tracks were recorded, Richards 
and other musicians added subtle touch- 
es of acoustic guitar, keyboards, fiddle, 
accordion and penny whistle. Richards 
was nervous about playing the spiced- 
up versions for the Angels, but after an 
intense listening session, drummer 


Locksley Whitlock delivered their ver- 


KEITH RICHARDS’ 
RASTAMAN VIBRATIONS 
THE STONE FINDS A SLOW 
GROOVE WITH JAMAICAN 
CHANT-AND-DRUM GROUP 
THE WINGLESS ANGELS 


dict: “You are a magician!” 

Relaxing in a Toronto hotel, cigarettes 
and a vodka-and-orange-soda at hand, 
Richards delightedly tracks how the 
Wingless Angels are making their way 
in the world. “College stations are play- 
ing it, and its also in inner cities where 
there’s a West Indian population,” he re- 
ports. “The Hopi Indians play it every 
night on their reservation radio station - 
they’ve gone nuts for it. First J thought, 
‘Wow, I was expecting some surprises, 
but...’ Then I realized, ‘How obvious. 
These guys chant, play drums and get 
very high — just like these guys. Duh. 

“This is healing music, and it’s a joy 
to hear,” Richards adds. “The beat is just’ 
slightly under normal heart rate, and it’s 
so insistent. Without your knowing it, 
it slows down your metabolism. If any- 
one feels overly stressed, they should 
give it'a listen - give the brothers a 
chance.” ANTHONY DECURTIS 


OR YEARS RECORD COM- 

pany executives have threat- 
ened to slash the budgets for mu- 
‘sic videos - particularly as costs 
for the clips climbed past the 
$300,009 mark, then the $600,000 
mark and now even the $1 mil- 
lion mark. Since mtv’s playlist is 
so limited, label chiefs complain 
that most videos never get seen 
anyway. But as with arms-con- 
trol negotiations, no one wanted 
to cut back first and risk being left 
vulnerable to the competition. Fi- 
nally, though, it appears that a se- 
rious re-evaluation has begun. 

“We're absolutely rethinking 
videos,” says Atlantic Records 
executive vice president and 
general manager RON SHAPIRO- 
“Ninety-eight percent of our 
videos are made for under $200,000. 
We'll make fewer videos than we did 
last year, and last year we made fewer 
videos than the year before.” 

Artists, often responsible for half the 
cost of videos, are also starting to re- 
assess the economics. Whereas a rec- 
ord company’s suggestion that a band 
not make a video was once interpreted 
as a vote of no confidence, artists and 
their managers are taking a wait-and- 
see approach these days. If a record 
does well on radio and 
starts to sell, then a’ 
clip is made. Other- 
wise artists are most 
often wasting money, 
because MTV is not 
going to embrace a video unless there 
are sure signs that the song will be a 
hit. “You need success [with radio and 
retail] so that [MT V’s] gatekeepers are 
unable to stop you,” says MCA Rec- 
ords president JAY BOBERG. 

What happened with “All My Life,” 
the single from MCA’s R&B duo k-cl 
AND JOJO, is evidence of this new trend. 
As the song was climbing the charts, ea- 
ger video programmers started calling 
the label, asking when they could see the 
song's video. The answer: as son as the 
duo shot one. (It eventually did, and the 


PBS hopes to tap boomer viewers with live Fogerty. 


video is spinning in MTV’s heavy rota- 
tion.) Nonetheless, it’s not as though 
MTV and the other video outlets will be 
scrambling for new clips any time soon. 
Last year, 1,870 videos were submitted to 
MTV for considerations and only a few 
hundred received serious airplay. 


| es AS THOUGH THE PUBLIC 
Broadcasting Service is giving vHi 
a run for its baby-boomer buck. Com- 
ing in the wake of the recent EAGLES 


and FLEETWOOD MAC concerts that 
aired during PBS’ all-important fund- 
raising months, a concert from the 
ROLLING STONES’ Bridges to Babylon 
tour is airing as part of PBS’ March 
pledge drive. Filmed in St. Louis last 
December and broadcast live on pay- 
per-view and via DirecTV satellite, the 
concert will be re-edited with enhanced 
sound for PBS. And until September, 
public TV will be the only source for 
Bridges to Babylon concert videos - as 
long as fans make a pledge, that is. 
Look for PBS’ hit parade to continue 
as the network aggressive- 


R&B duo K-Ci and Jojo took the slow road to MTV success. 


ly moves to tap boomer 
viewers by adopting the 
music of their youth. Lat- 
er this year, PBS hopes to 
present a JOHN FOGERTY 
concert, among others. 
Says PBS vice president 
ALAN FOSTER, who landed 
Fleetwood Mac’s The 
Dance reunion concert last 
year and watched it raise 
$2 million for PBS’ 173 li- 
censed stations: “Nostal- 
gia is one of the things 
that motivates people to 
pledge.” -eRIc BOEHLERT 
‘Amultimedioversionf The Industry canbe 


found atyonelingstonecom and on America 
Online (keyword: Rolling Stone). 
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WISE FROM TOP LEFT) 


RICHARD LINKLATER 


“PEOPLE THOUGHT | WAS SOME ANTI- 
STORY GUY, WHICH WASN'T THE CASE. | ALWAYS 
HAD OTHER KINDS OF MOVIES IN ME.” 


IN 1991, RICHARD LINKLATER TOOK 
$23,000, a cast of unknowns and a lab 
slide that supposedly contained a Ma- 
donna Pap smear and turned it into 
Slacker, the movie that gave its name toa 
way of life without ever meaning to. Sev- 
en years later, with a budget of $27 mil- 
lion anda cast that includes some of Hol- 
lywood’s finest cheekbones — Matthew 
McConaughey, Ethan Hawke, Skeet Ul- 
rich and Vincent D'Onofrio — Linklater 
has made The Newton Boys, the true 
‘Texas tale of four dirt-poor brothers who 
robbed banks in the Twenties and got 
away with it. Six-guns! Horses! Hunks! 
Sounds like the Butch Cassidy of the 
Nineties. But the director of Dazed and 
Confused and Before Sunrise still talks like 


a Hollywood outsider. As animprobably | 


warm winter sun pours into his Austin, 
Texas, office, Linklater kicks back by an 
open window. His conversation, like his 
films, is drolly articulate and prone to 
moments of inspired riffing. 


Fie head his torenticharma Bue theredis 


that he was as good looking as Matthew 
- or that anyone, for that matter, is as 
good looking as Matthew ~ are... well, 
let’s face it, not good. 


Willis Newton is my first ac- 
tive hero, someone who plot- 
ted his course and imposed 
his will on the world, 
whereas characters in my 
other films suffered from 

a certain amount of iner- 
tia. And until now, story 
hasn’t been the primary 
element in my work, People 
thought I was some anti-story 

guy, which wasn’t the case. I always 
had other kinds of movies in me. This 
was a three-year historical-research 
project — all the details, like how to re- 
create a realistic oil rig of the period. 
Yeah. It was sort of a summer job that I 
ended up keeping for a number of years. 
I wasn’t getting much out of college 


anyway, and hanging out on the rigs I 
got a lot of reading time. My whole life 
for two years was working, reading and 
watching movies. This was about 1982 
fo ’B4, and it was toward the end of that 
that I‘bought my first camera, started 
teaching myself things and began to un- 
derstand that I really had movies in my 
head, Because it wasn’t something any- 
one growing up in Texas did, 


My parents divorced when I was seven. 
I lived with my mother in Huntsville, 
population 18,000. It’s where the state 
prison is. The only big excitement comes 
when they execute people. I was a good 
student until high school, when I started 
fucking up and not studying, I was into 
sports, and I was always the guy with the 
cool stereo system. I’d work all summer 
at some crummy job, save up my money 
and then get good things: records, a car 
stereo, Shitty car, good speakers - I had 
my priorities right. 


Basically what became the Dazed and 
Confused soundtrack, though as a kid I 
listened to my mom’s musicals collec- 
tion. At this point, I like big-band jazz. 
The Newton Boys score uses a lot of tra- 
ditional instrumentation — banjos and a 
full orchestra with strings and things. 

Half the cast of Slacker were musicians. 
Abra Moore and Ed Hall were in that 
film. My music supervisor, Mark Ru- 
bin, is the bass player for the Bad Livers. 
I used to project films for Butthole 
Surfers concerts occasionally. That was 
fun. One film I used was named Epilep- 
tic Seizure Comparisons, It was clinical 
black-and-white footage from the 
Fifties of these two guys having seizures 
= one electronically induced, the other 
visually. It was a flicker film: white 
frame, white frame, sustained: frame. 
Which fit the Buttholes’ music. One 
guy at a concert in Denver had a seizure 
while watching it. From myspoint of 
view, that was like a standing ovation. 


You know, that question 
haunts me to this day. It 
haunts Ethan, too. He brought it 
up to Robert Thurman, who is Uma’s 
dad and a Buddhist scholar. Thurman's 
explanation was to look at reincarnation 
as a continuum as opposed to in an ego- 
specific way. It’s funny ~ everyone 
thinks they’re old souls. I’m the only per- 
son I know who thinks he’s a new soul. I 
have a lot to learn, and here I am, wide- 
eyed, taking it all in. -NEVA CHONIN 


JOHN WO AK 
of Marcy Playgroun' 


SPICE SLAP! www.urban75.com/Punch/ 
spice html go to this site when I'm not busy. It 
looks ikea table or plate witha bunch of holes 
init The Spice Girls come up and you slap 
them with a hand controlled by your mouse. 
Their faces getall distorted when youhitthem, 
and every once ina while, Margaret Thatcher 
pops up. 'm getting better all the time. | hope 
towin the world championship someday. 


THE BREEDERS at the Capitol Theater, 
Olympia, Washington, 1992 Dave Grohl was 
standing nextto ... well, practically in front 
of me. It was packed, and he was on the aisle 
next to my seat, trying to see over this tall 
guy in front of him. He basically ended up in 
my seat area with me. | almost said some- 
thing like, “| know you're Dave Grohl and 
whatever, but could you move over?” 


“INTO THE MUSIC" VanMorrison(Warner 
Bros.) | found it in my mom's record collec- 
tion. The way it was written and recorded - 
even the album art ~is so beautiful. | just fell 
in love with Van Morrison after that. 


WALTER MATTHAU One of thegreatest 
actors of the twentieth century. He's just so 
fucking believable. Did you see Grumpy 
Old Men? » 
FUGAZI at the Capitol Theater, Olympia, 
Washington, 1993 There were some skin- 
heads from Portland right up in front of the 
stage, sieg-heiling at lan Mackaye, so they 
stopped the show, andlanwaslike, “Whatthe 
fuck are you doing?” They told him it was an 
ancient Roman symbol, and he said, “You're 
anidiot. Iwill personally give youyour money 
back to leave.” Everybody started cheering, 
Hejumpedoffthe stageandwalkedthemout 
tothe box office. It was wild. 


“THE NEVERENDING STORY” 
Michael Ende (Dutton) Such a work of art. It's 
about a boy named Bastian Balthazar Bux 
who steals a magical book that transports 
him tothe world of stories. It’slikeacrossbe- 
tween Catcher in the Rye and Chronicles of 
Narnia. But the film was terrible. The flying 
dog? Itwas supposed to be adragon. 


HANSON | saw them on Oprah the other 
day and they rocked! The thing is, if you're 
that young, you better be good. 


OZZY OSBOURNE Whenheis cooking 
eggs in The Decline of Western Civilization 
Part Il: The Metal Years, it is definitely his 
greatest moment. He comes onscreen and 
isjust this unique, absurdlittle individual who 
draws you in right away. 


MARCY PLAYGROUND's “Sexand Candy’ has topped 
Billboard's Modern Rock Radio chartfor ten weeks. 


Compiled By ANTHONY BOZZA 
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EXPERIMENT — 


Canada’s largest West Coast city is testing a newly tolerant attitude toward 


marijuana. Will this hail a common-sense drug policy north of the 


HEN CANADIAN SNOWBOARDER 


Ross Rebagliati was briefly 

stripped of his Olympic gold 

medal in February for testing pos- 

: itive for marijuana, his reaction 
seemed to be one of shock. As in: You can still get in trou- 
ble for smoking pot? No wonder; Rebagliati lives near 
Vancouver, the temperate city on Canada’s West Coast 
‘that is rapidly becoming known for its tolerant attitude 


toward marijuana. The drug is being cultivated, smoked 


and championed in Vantouver more openly than any- 


where else on the continent. 

In,the Nineties, Vancouver has been 
home to a thriving community of mari- 
juana activists — idealistic hippies who 
believe in hemp’s power to save the 
world. But it took the arrival of Marc 
Emety, a bluff, energetic entrepreneur 
with a history of getting involved in hot- 
button issues, to push Vancouver into its 
new incarnation: “Vansterdam.” The 
city is beginning to draw pot-loving tour- 
ists from around the world - largely 
through Emery’s Internet activism. As 
the owner of a bookstore in London, 
Ontario, he was once charged with vio- 
lating Canada’s obscenity laws for sell- 
ing 2 Live Crew CDs and was jailed for 
opening his store on Sundays, until re- 
cently an illegal act in Ontario. After 
moving to Vancouver in 1993, Emery 
opened Hemp B.C., a head shop, the foi- 
lowing year under the slogan “Overgrow 
the government.” That enterprise was 
soon followed by a grow shop, a legal 
clinic, a magazine called Cannabis Can- 
ada and a seed business, In July 1997 he 


expanded again, launching the Cannabis 
Café, a restaurant and smoking den. 


I FIRST MET EMERY IN NOVEMBER 
at his desk in a corner of the Little Grow 


Shop, in the basement of Hemp B.C. | 


The desk drawers held the seeds of 300 
strains of marijuana, likely the most in- 
tense concentration of cannabis genet- 
ics in North America. On the walls 
around him hung photo posters of buds 


from strains like B.C. Kush, White Rhi- | 


no and Pearly Girl, supermagnified till 
the THC-laden trichromes looked as 
plump as Hershey’s Kisses. “At Hemp 
B.C.,” said Emery, ever ready with a 
sound bite, “we pretend pot is legal, to 


show people what would be likely to | 


happen if it were.” 

Emery grossed nearly $3 million last 
year, mostly from seed sales. Many of 
his customers were Americans who 
made the trip north to buy their sup- 


border, or is it just a Prague Spring for pot activists? 


“A sanctuary for the cannabis culture”: Customers at 
Vancouver's Cannabis Café indulge in an exotic dish. 


plies. One American, who did not wish 
to tal& to me, shelled out $880 in cash for 
ten seeds each of five pricey varieties. 
Then a couple from Connecticut, 
whom I’ll call Len and Shelly, spent 
eighty dollars on two more-modestly 
priced strains of seeds. “We grow for 
ourselves and friends,” Len said. “Not 
to make bucks — just so we don’t have to 
deal with finding it through people we 
don’t know.” Len was amazed to see 


BY BRIAN PRESTON 


people lighting up right in 
Emery’s store. “In a grow store 
in the States you can’t even 
have books on how to grow it,” 
he said, “If you even talk about 
pot in a grow store your assets 
will be seized and you’ll go to 
jail for twenty years.” 

At his desk, Emery wore,a 
headset to take a constant 
stream of phone calls, filling 
some of the $20,000 worth of 
mail orders he receives each 
week and inlaying seeds in 
cardboard flats that slid into 
envelopes bound most often 
for California and Australia. 
Throughout the afternoon he 
passed around huge joints of 
locally grown Northern | 
Lights-Blueberry, exhaling 
opinions into the general con- 
versation and working his way 
through a continuous lineup of 
job seekers, advice seekers and 
pot seekers, Well-groomed, fo- 
cused and intense to the point 
of abrasiveness, Emery seemed 
the antithesis of the stereo- 
typical stoner. 

Possession of marijuana is still an of- 
| fense in Canada. When I asked Emery 
why the cops weren't busting him on a 
daily basis, he mentioned a recent poll 
indicating that fifty-one percent of Ca- 
nadians and sixty-three percent of 
British Columbians favor legalization of 
marijuana. “Almost two-thirds of the | 
general public are in favor of what we do, 
to the degree that we do it respectfully, so 
we exist with the consent of the people,” 
he said. “The police are actually reflect- 
ing the community standard, not the law 
| as written,” Vancouver police say that 
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barring extenuating circumstances, they 
will not charge someone for simple pos 
session of marijauna, 

“T's my feeling that the majority of 
people in Vancouver don’t think mari- 
juana is a serious problem,” says Koos 
Dykstra, the sergeant in charge of the 
Vancouver Drug Squad. Emery and oth- 
ers in the local marijuana movement 
“have a lot of statistical and research in- 
formation to bolster their viewpoint,” he 
says. “Dve read quite a bit of it myself. 
The fact is, its illegal right now, and the 
only way to try and change the law is to 
do what they're doing.” 

Emery currently faces trafficking 
charges from a January 1996 bust of his 
store, carried out months after undercov- 
er Vancouver police bought seeds from 
him, germinated them and grew the 
plants. But prosecutors appear to be in no 
hurry to bring that case to trial, because a 
similar case in Ontario is making its way 
to Canada’s Supreme Court as a consti- 
tutional challenge. In the Ontario case, 
the accused hemp-store owner, Chris 


land [Oregon]. It just takes one nervy 
bastard to try and get away with it” | 


‘THE SUCCESS OF THE CANNABIS CAFE 
has already created imitators, like the | 
Amsterdam Hemporium Coffee Shop, 
just around the corner on Cordova | 
Street. There, Daryl Shelstad, then the | 
proprietor, stood under a Michelangelo- | 
meets-Joe-Weider mural he called “the | 
omnipotent one handing weed to | 
mankind.” Shelstad said the cafe gets | 
“an office crowd” for lunch, “but Amer- 
ican tourists are our target market.” 

A very ill-at-ease tourist in a new 
jean jacket and military haircut inter- 
rupted us: “Is it all right to smoke? I’m 
from Kansas City, Missouri, I don’t 
know the rules around here.” Shelstad 
assured him it was fine to smoke. Next 
question: “How much is it?” Shelstad 
explained that weed isn’t actually sold 
in the cafe but suggested the alley in 


| the longest undefended border in the 


world, is covered by about 300. But seven 
counties in Washington were declared a 
“high-intensity drug trafficking area” by | 
federal authorities in October, so more | 
Drug War funds should kick in soon. 


couver’s city hall when the city hosted 
eighteen world leaders — including Pres- 
ident Clinton ~ for an Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation meeting, While the 
world's attention was focused on Van- 
couver, Emery took out more than 
$15,000 worth of ads in local papers, wel- 


| coming APEC delegates to British 


| Columbia, the “Marijuana breadbasket 


FOR ALL THE PROGRESS EMERY HAS 
made in raising pot's profile in Vancou- | 
ver, Canadian authorities may be close to 
shutting him down. Just before Christ- 
mas, more than thirty officers 
converged on Emery’s two busi- 

nesses and seized what they 

claimed were $15 million worth 

of seeds. (Emery said the seeds 

weren’t worth more than 

150,000, but that cops also load- 

ed up a rental truck with more 

than $100,000 worth of bongs 

and growing equipment.) By 


| the time the bust was over, 250 of 


Emery’s supporters were hud- 


Clay, was charged with selling 
“clones” - female-plant cuttings that 
eliminate the hassle of germinating 
seeds and growing the plants until the 
sex can be determined. A judge in a 
Idwer court concluded that marijuana 
is “relatively harmless compared to 
so-calfed hard drugs, including tobac- 
co and alcohol,” but ruled that any le- 
gal prohibition of'its consumption 
‘was too “trivial” to be considered a vi- 
olation of individual freedom under 


“Almost two-thirds of the general public are in favor of 


what we do, to the degree that we do it respectfully,” 


Emery said. “The police are actually reflecting the 


community standard, not the law as written.” 


Cannabis Café pounder Mare Emery (above) takes in $20,000 a week selling pot seeds. 


Canada’s fifteen-year-old Charter of 
Rights, tha country’s equivalent of | 
America’s Bill of Rights. 

After the 1996 bust, Emery quickly re- 
opened and watched his mail-order seed 
sales go through the roof until he was 
paying thirty-five employees and taxes 

“of up to Canadian $250,000 a year. The 
seed profits'allowed him to open the 
Cannabis, Café, which he billed as “a 
sanctuary for cannabis culture from 
atound the world.” When I visited the 
cafe, it boasted a high-ceilinged, civilized 
ambience and a clientele aged eighteen to 
sixty who brought their own dope - ei- | 
ther to smoke or to inhale through “va- | 
porizers” attached to each table. The va- 

ers, which comply with local 
anti-smoking bylaws, cook marijuana in 
littie glass bowls until it is transformed 
into a THC-suffused steam. The cafe | 
was always busy, especially on week- 

-ends, when it was packed with tourists. 
Emery worked as maitre d’, handing out 
free samples of the best local pot and gid- 
dily riding a marijuana Prague Spring. 
“Sooner or later this place will be imitat- 
ed around North America,” he said. 
“That's ultimately my great revolution- 
ary idea - to create a role model and have | 
everybody rip it off. It'll be in Toronto 
soon, maybe Montreal and then Port- | 


Brian Preston lives in Montreal. This 
is hi: piece for ROLLING STONE. 


back or a nearby bar. The guy left, look- 
ing quite intimidated. 

Shelstad was worried. “You can score 
heroin and coke at that bar, too,” he said. 
“It’s not a safe environment to send | 
tourists.” The Amsterdam, like the Can- 
nabis Café, straddles tourist-friendly 
Gastown and a neighborhood called the 
Downtown East Side, home to some 
8,000 junkies, where HIV-infection rates 
reach forty percent. On the edge of such 
blight, the two pot cafes come across less 
as sinister drug dens than as welcome at- 


| tempts at urban renewal. 


Emery claims that marijuana is a 
$4 billion industry in British Columbia. 
Pot that sells for $2,000 a pound in Cana- 
da doubles in value as soon as it crosses 
the.porous U.S.~Canada border, making 
fortunes for new Canadian en- | 
trepreneurs just as rye whiskey did dur 
ing America’s War on Booze in the 1920s. 
Now, as then, American authorities 
seem overwhelmed by the amount of 
contraband moving south. U.S. Border 
Patrol agent Alan Christensen, based in 
Blaine, Washington, the nearest crossing 
to Vancouver, said, “There’s a lot of 
marijuana growing up in Canada, and 
it’s got to be going somewhere, but we 
don’t have the manpower to catch it.” He 
said the patrol has nearly 7,000 agents | 
watching the 2,000-mile Mexican border, 
while the 5,500-mile Canadian border, 


dled outside in the rain chanting slogans 


| like, “Don't waste our time, go fight real 


crime!” and “Get the fuck out of our 
store, we don’t want your drug war any- 
more!” One activist tried to organize a 
nonviolent blockade of the store, and 
when police began to remove him, two 
other protesters clung to him. “The po- 
lice whacked them to the ground and re- 
ally beat on them,” Emery says. “I went 
up, one officer looked at me and said, 
‘Move away, and I spat in his face.” 

For that, Emery spent the next twen- 
ty-four hours in jail and was charged 


with assaulting an officer. No drug [ 


charges, however, were filed against him. | 
The store was restocked and running by 
business hours the next morning. 
American displeasure may have pres- | 
sured local police to launch the raid. Van~ | 
couver police sergeant Dykstra theorized | 
that pressure wa’ brought to bear on 
“chiefs ee ~ the Royal 
Canadian ‘Mounted Police have interna- | 
tional contacts with other police depart- 
ments who see Marc Emery’s Internet | 
stuff. They say, ‘I can’t believe you guys 


‘are allowing this. I thought drugs were il- 


legal in your country” Now it becomes 
personal, being put on the spot by some- 
body from another country in terms of 
our policing abilities.” Emery himself 
suspects more direct, local pressure. Last 
fall, Emery made some enemies in Van- 


of North America,” and inviting them to | 

the Cannabis Café for a smoke. | 
At first, it seemed that the busts hadn't 

slowed Emery down. In January he said 


that within a year he hoped to launch 
a smoking room in the Starbucks 
style —“easy to franchise, clean, pro- 
fessional, befitting a product worth 
$200 an ounce, with twenty-five 
strains available, pre-rolled and waiting 
in humidors.” Emery was heartened 
when a fifteen-year veteran of the Van- 
couver police force published a plea for 
the legalization of street drugs in a local 
daily. In follow-up interviews, the same 
cop complained that during the Hemp 
B.C. raid, most of the policemen “just 
shrugged their shoulders and wondered 
why they were there.” . 

But the Vancouver Police brass appear 
more progressive than local politicians. 
In January, Vancouver's City Council, 
still smarting from the embarrassing 
APEC-ad debacle, refused to renew 
Emery’s business licenses. “They're go- 
ing after me with a passion that makes 
me feel like Al Capone,” he complained. 
With bills for $250,000 worth of seized 
inventory coming due, Emery an- 
nounced plans to sell Hemp B.C. and the 
Cannabis Café to his employees. 

‘As a condition of retaining a business 
license, the cafe removed the smoke-free 
vaporizers, The Little Grow Shop in the 
basement of Hemp B.C. shut down, and 
Emery made his mail-order seed busi- 
ness Internet-only. After many steps for- 
ward, it was Emery and the Vancouver 
pot scene’s first step back ina long time. 

But Emery remains upbeat. “We may 
lose a few bullshit legal skirmishes,” he 
said, “But in the court of public opinion, 
we've already won.” 
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It’s all well and good that the Getty 


Museum, in Los Angeles, has paintings by Degas and stuff. 


but today there i IS a pack more exciting ate Sarah 
Michelle Gellar i 1S here! Where the he Ir S the camera?’ 


CZ (Hin GD 


Df, 


ZOU SY « A, aL YD ile. 


S Michelle R« | | 


“Sarah, can I please get a picture’ 


2” says a bezit- 


ted young man. Can you believe? The star of 
Bully the Vampir G Slayer, standing right under 


Portrait of James Christie by Thomas Gains- 
borough! § “Sure,” she says, assembling her 


game face. Moving on, she stops befor e an ornate 


vase, centuries old, embellished with angels. 
used to have a lot of angel stuff but I’m kind of 


over it,” she SayS as a hand tugs gently at her sleeve. 


“Qh, Kendall, honey, I love your show,” says a 
kindly, Julia Child-ish grandma. Gellar, you see, used 
., to play Kendall Hart on All My Children. Sure, that 
was five years ago, but when you have been on a soap 
opera, your fame in some circles is as enduring and 
eternal as the vase. 
“That's so sweet,” says Gellar, homing in on a tap- 
estry. Oops - Something Teenage This Way Comes. 
“My friend freaked out when she saw how skinny 
you are,” says a girl as her companion punches her. “She 
doesn’t think she has a chance of being an actress now.” 
“It has nothing to do with that,” says Gellar. Per- 
haps it’s time to make our way outside to the gardens 
and find ourselves a nice bench, “I hate when people 


say that,” says Gellar, taking a load off. “I'd hate to 


WITH NEVE CAMPBELL AT THE “SCREAM 2” PREMIERE 


think that I got where I got because of how I look.” 

Actually, Gellar’s mushrooming fame is a result of 
talent, a work ethic that would shame a turn-of-the- 
century Nebraska homesteader, and a shrewd choice of 
scripts. In December’s $96 million-grossing Scream 2, 
Gellar played a sorority sister who gets stabbed and 
tossed off a balcony; last summer she starred as a small- 
town beauty queen who gets offed in 
I Know What You Did Last Summer, 
which has earned more than $70 mil- 
lion. (Both scripts were penned by 
Kevin “Ka-Ching” Williamson, cre- 
ator of the first Scream, whose lucra- 
tive ability to put a fresh twist on an 
old formula has made him the Puff 
Daddy of Hollywood.) Then there is 
her weekly gig on Buffy, the creepy, 
funny series on the WB Network 
whose ratings continue to climb, 
thanks to smart writing and a win- 
some cast anchored by the self-as- 
sured presence of Gellar. 

By the way, her looks certainly 
haven’t hindered her progress. Today 
she’s all California Casual: baseball 
cap, boots, brown suede jacket, black 
sweater, no makeup, Lucky jeans 
(“These are my favorites,” she says, unzipping them 
to reveal the words lucky you on the fly). Naturally, she 
wears a cross necklace. She is tiny, with clear, light 
eyes and soft, gold-flecked skin. It is also worth noting 
that Gellar talks with the preternatural speed of an 
auctioneer ~ a far cry from Buffy’s pithy one-liners. 

Gellar’s mind, too, seems to hum along at warp 
speed, organizing, cataloging, planning. The girl is 
one of the most practical twenty-year-olds who's ever 
stood in shoes. She doesn’t smoke, has a brown belt in 
tae kwon do, is always early (“Being late is rude”), 
avoids fried food, doesn’t do drugs. “I’ve never done 
any, I can tell you that honestly,” she says. “It never 
held any interest for me.” 

She is unabashedly girly. Her trailer is filled with 
pictures of her best friends, Ashlee and Brittany. She 
has a white Maltese named Thor. Her musical tastes 
are of the Lilith variety (Sarah McLachlan, Tori Amos, 


WITH “BUFFY” CO-STARS NICHOLAS BRENDON (LEFT) AND DAVID BOREANAZ 


Lisa Loeb). Ask those close to ieee to Wiebe her per- 
sonality, and the same four words crop up: profession- 
al, together, focused and nurturing. She endlessly dis- 
penses advice, tips, phone numbers. Did you fly into | 
L.A.? she will ask. “You have to drink a glass of wate | 
for every hour you're on the plane.” Staying in town 
long? She whips out the Filofax and reels off numbers 
and addresses of restaurants. Mention that you like her 
eyeglasses and she is simultaneously writing down the 
phone number of her optician. Later, she wants to take 
you toa cafe that offers the best brownie with ice cream 
ever. “I want to see your face,” she declares, “when you 
take that first bite.” What airline is flying you home? 
Out comes the cell phone. “I know a person who can 
upgrade you,” she says, dialing madly. 

“She knows everything,” says Alyson Hannigan, 
who plays Buffy’s shy sidekick, Willow. “She works 
so many hours, doesn’t have a break and is still on 
top of everything. It’s scary. Maybe she’s just a com- 
puter, and there’s this chip in her head. A chip with 
too much information.” 


ARAH MICHELLE GELLAR WAS DISCOVERED 
by an agent in a Manhattan restaurant at the 
tender age of four. A week later, she found her- 
self in a TV film called An Invasion of Privacy, 
starring Valerie “Rhoda” Harper, From there 
the telegenic young Gellar starred in a boatload of 
commercials, among them a Shake ’n Bake ad (“I ate 
ninety-eight pieces of chicken”) and, more notorious- 
ly, one for Burger King, In that ad, Gellar reprimand- 
ed McDonald’s for its skimpy burgers; this happened 
to be one of the first times that a spokesperson trashed 
a competitor on the air. McDonald’s promptly sued, 
and Gellar, although barely out of Huggies, was 


dragged into court. “It was very weird to be four and 
to be called in as a witness,” she recalls, (The infa- 
mous dispute was settled out of court in 1982.) 
Putting the meat mess behind her, she continued to 
work steadily - always accompanied by her mother, 
Rosellen, a teacher, whom she calls “the most amazing 
woman that I’ve ever met and probably will ever meet 
in my entire life.” An only child, Gellar lived with her 
mom in an apartment on Manhattan’s Upper East 
Side. (Her parents divorced when Gellar was young.) 
The family tree basically ends there. Gellar, who is 
fiercely guarded about her privacy, will not talk about 
her dad. When pressed, she says bluntly, “I might have 
been an immaculate conception. You never know. My 
father, you can just say, is not in the picture.” But he 
does exist? “Yes,” she says. Then the subject is closed. 
As a young teen, Gellar attended the Professional 
Children’s School in Manhattan. “One of my best 
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friends was a fencer, and the other was 
a ballerina,” she says. While other kids 
her age were smokin’ weed, she was do- 
ing theater and commercials, modeling, 
making straight A’s, earning her brown 
belt in tae kwon do (which gives Buffy’s 
roundhouse kicks that ring of authen- 
ticity) and - why the hell not? = com- 
peting in figure skating. 

“Sarah always put a lot of pressure on 
herself,” says Professional Children’s 
School principal Carol Kleban. “But she 
had a super-supportive mother who em- 
phasized her education.” 

At fifteen, Gellar landed a plum role 
on All My Children as Kendall Hart, the 
unhinged daughter of the ruthless and 
conniving Erica Kane, played by Susan 
Lucci. “In the first month alone, I tried 
to seduce my stepfather, burned my par- 
ents’ divorce papers, slept with a stable 
boy and got arrested,” Gellar says. Off 
camera, meanwhile, a parallel drama 
was unfolding. 

“T know it was hard for her during 
that time with one of the actors, who 
shall remain nameless,” says Kleban. “I 
don't know if I could have done it at her 
age.” That would be Lucci, who, you 
might remember, has been nominated 
for a daytime Emmy seventeen times 


* avithout a win. Maybe that’s because 


she’s not really acting: According to 
sources on the set, Lucci made her 
younger co-star’s life a living hell. 

‘ “Tt was not the... easiest situation on 
the show,” says Gellar, “I’m being polite 
by not saying what I'd like to say. I’ve 
always taken the high road. It’s hard, at 
sixteen, to understand some adult 
things at that point.” She stuck with the 
show for two years; graduated high 
school early, with honors; and then, at 
seventeen, decided to leave All My Chil- 
dren. As it happens, she won an Emmy 
right before her departure was an- 
nounced. “It was a wonderful . .. well, I 
don’t want to say vindication,” says 
Gellar demutely. . 

A few months later, Gellar hotfooted 
it to the relative calm of Los Angeles. 


Vo HEN Getcar AuDITIONED 

| fl) ff for the role of Buffy Summers 

WA ff hast year, she had a few things 

\ Wf to overcome: First, the pro- 

W@W ducers had her in mind for the 

role of Cordelia, Buffy’s bookish 

friend; second, she wore a long skirt for 

two separate readings. “They thought I 

was hiding some leg problem,” she says, slipping 

into her gigantic red truck, a recent purchase. “Look, 

it’s got two sunroofs,” she crows, “And how about 

this?” She pushes a button, and a warm feeling en- 

velops my ass. “Heated seats!” We decide to go for a 

Sunday drive. “Let’s go see Tori Spelling’s house,” 

she says, rounding a corner sharply; this causes two 

books to slide from underneath the seats: Before 

Women Had Wings and a guide to Chinese characters. 
When Buffy premiered in March of last year on the 


Senior Editor JANCEE DUNN interviewed Jane’s 
Addiction guitarist Dave Navarro in RS 782. 


WB, the show didn’t exactly dominate the Nielsens. 
Slowly, however, viewers began to warm to the ad- 
ventures of Buffy, a teen from Sunnydale High who 


“T don’t really: date in the 


1as the power to destro’ e undead — who happen to ., ” =a oC Ce 
hao the power to desig the undind- whtheppen> |" baciness, Grellat says SO 


flock to her school in disturbing numbers because of 
its unfortunate proximity to a hellmouth (a hotbed of 
demonic energy). 

The show’s appeal lies in the smart-mouthed writ- 
ing and dark, anything-goes story lines. (In one 
episode, a woman who seduces Buffy’s pal Xander 
turns out to be a giant praying mantis hungering for 


| his head; in another, John Ritter camps it up as Buffy’s 


mom’s sensitive new boyfriend who is in actuality a | 


if you know of any nice 
Wall Street investment 


bankers...” 
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KRISTIN HERSH: STRANGE ANGELS 


“Songs that look outward as often as in, transforming common 


and heart into moments of surreal nder 


she's makir 


trials of home 
her strongest music eve 


ertainment Weekly 


National tour begins in April. 


complete dick. And a robot.) 

Gellar and her character were sepa 
rate entities at first. “Let me tell you 
how un-Buffy I am,” she says. “For the 
first episode, I come in and yell, ‘What's 
the sitch?’ I did not know what ‘sitch’ 
meant. I still have to ask Joss [Whedon, | 


tional fear of cemeteries and being 
buried alive.” Given her current résumé, 
this is unfortunate. Last year, an episode 
called for Buffy to be put in a grave, and 
it was to be shot ina cemetery. “I told the 
producer, ‘Look, I can’t do it, I'm sorry,” 
she says, looking slightly panicked in the 


GELLAR PLAYED VALERIE HARPER'S DAUGHTER IN 1983. 


the show’s creator], ‘What does this 
mean?” because I don’t speak the lingo. 
I think he makes it up half the time.” 


“The slang? I make it all up,” says | 
Whedon cheerfully. He calls Buffy “the | 


most manic-depressive show on televi- | , 


sion. It pingpongs from ‘Oh, it’s light 


°n’ fluffy? to ‘It’s Medea.’” The show's | | 


appeal, he theorizes, is that “it speaks so 
plainly to the high-school experience, 
which is something you just don’t real- 
ly ever get over. Everything’s bigger 
than life. In high school, my internal 
life was so huge, and so dark and strange ] 
and overblown:and dramatic, that this 
show seems kind of realistic. And we 
try to talk with teenagers, not to them.” 
As Whedon sees it, teen shows seem to 
have fallen into two categories: “Actual- 
ly, 90210 falls into both of them, which 
are: ‘We're obsessed with sex’ and | 
‘We're obsessed with issues.’ It’s like, 
‘Today, Donna has sex and Brandon 
learns that racism is bad.” 

“The network wasn’t exactly sure 
what we were doing in the beginning,” 
says Gellar. “After the praying-mantis 
episode, they said, ‘We're just not sure if 
we're sending the right message.’ We're 
like, ‘What message?” You have sex | 
with her and she bites your head off.” | 

Ina weird way, the show.is actually re- "| 
ality-based. Buffy is independent, reli- | 
able, maybe alittle too hard-working and | 
maybe a little too serious — an accurate 
representation of a Nineties youth. As is 
Gellar, who routinely puts in fifteen- 
hour days for the show. The cast mem- 
bers, she says, are close, and most of 
them watch the show together. “I don’t,” 
she says, pioneering her giant rig down 
Melrose Avenue. “I kind of have this 
mentality that there’s gotta be some- 
thing better I can do than sit down and | 
watch myself on television. And I sort of 
feel like it’s bad luck.” 

Gellar has a few superstitions, in fact. | 
“When I was younger, I used to totally 
fear that a kidnapper was going to climb 
up to my twelfth-story window — using 
suction cups like Spider-Man ~ and kid- 
nap me,” she says. “And I have an irra~ 


retelling. “Through miscom- 
== munication, the message never 
| got relayed, and it was four in 
| the morning, and they basical- 
ly made me do it, and I was 
hysterical. It was one of the 
hardest things I’ve ever done 
for my job, ever. Some people 
find cemeteries a turn-on, 
Some people like sex in ceme- 
teries. Not me. I cried the 
whole way home. It was horri- 
ble.” She shrugs. “It’s really 
hard to be a vampire slayer if 
you're scared of cemeteries.” 
The producers have since built a fake 


| cemetery outside the Buffy studio. The 


cast members walk their dogs in it. 


K, LET’S JUST ‘GET THIS OVER 
}] with. Yes, Gellar is single. “I've 
J dated a couple of people recently, 
WL ff but with my job, dating takes a 
Re) back seat,” she says. “Sometimes I 
get upset and lonely, and it’s sort of like, 
“Wow, I'm the only single person left in 
America.’ I can’t commit to a serious re- 
lationship right now, but maybe it’s be- 
cause I haven't met the right person.” 

Could you be that special someone? 
Here's what you need to do: Don’t be 2 
wuss, “He has to be very driven afid very 
serious,” says Gellar. “I take everything 
that I say very seriously. You can't take 
back words. And I don’t do anything 
halfway.” Read The Economist. “I don’t re- 
ally date in the business,” she says, “and 
it’s hard to meet people like that because 


| of what I do. So if you know of any nice 


Wall Street investment bankers...” If 
you use milk crates as bookshelves, hit 
the road. “I don’t have much in common 


| with people my own age,” she reports, 


“So I always have to date people that are 
older. A guy who's twenty-two, he’s in 
college and is kind of finding himself, 
partying, and that’s not me.” 

There. 


% ELLAR ZOOMS HER RIG TO- 

B ward the Newsroom Cafe, which 

mg she swears has the best veggie 
ff burgers thar you will ever eat. 
eA How can you say no to that? 
Along the way, she merrily relays sonf 
Bill Clinton jokes, all of them abysmal. 
“They polled all these women to ask if 
they would have sex with Clinton, and 
they said, ‘Not again,’ ” she says. “The 
Speaker of the House says, ‘What are 
you going to do about the abortion bill?” 
Clinton says, ‘Pay it’” 

She slides into a chair at the restaurant 
and orders a water, which is, along with 
lattes, her drink of choice. “Alcohol? I’m 
not twenty-one yet!” She lowers her 


voice. “But I can tell you what my fa- 
vorite drink might be when I’m twenty- 
one, I have a feeling it would be a vodka 
with cranberry, or maybe red wine.” 
Gellar is in an exuberant mood. Sun- 
day is her one day off, and she hoards 
her free time, which is in short supply. 
Last summer, for instance, right after 
she finished Buffy, she immediately 
filmed I Know What You Did Last Sum- 
mer in a small North Carolina town 
(“It got lonely - Sunday was my excit- 
ing day, when I went to the movies and 
Barnes and Noble”). The day she 
wrapped that film, she headed to At- 
lanta to be killed again in Scream 2. 
“We were the most obnoxious group - 


everybody was like best friends,” Gellar | 


recails. “We would all go out together, 
like, thirty people. On the last night of 
filming, we went to this big lobster 
place, and then we went to see David 
Arquette’s band play.” She takes a 
chomp of a veggie burger, which is, in 
fact, quite tasty. “And the movie was like 
a high school reunion for me. Jerry 
O'Connell, Rebecca Gayheart and I all 
went to the same school. Rebecea joked 
that nobody would tall to her because 
she was this girl from Kentucky with 


pigtails, Jerry said he was the fat kid | 


from Stand By Me, and I said nobody 
would talk to me because I was a fresh 
man. And Neve Campbell was a good 
person to work with because she sort of 
went through everything a 


ally important to me that I have a life 
that’s separate from what I do,” she 
says. “I want to be able to walk into a 
room filled with stockbrokers and still 
have something to contribute that’s not 
about what I do.” 

“Sarah has been doing this for her 
whole life,” says Whedon. “And that 
could make a person completely strange 
and... stupid. But Sarah thinks about 
the whole picture. She could direct. She 
could produce. She could do all of those 
things very ably. She’s as good an actress 
as I've ever worked with, and believe me 
when I say that I am as bitter a man 
about actors as you willever meet.” 


ELLAR IS DIGGING FOR HER 

keys in her purse (which con- 

tains, if you must know, tiny cell 

phone, Filofax, scrunchy, and 

Mace in a sleek black case - “All 
ofa sudden your life changes, and there 
are people on your doorstep”). “I am 
driving you to the airport,” she de- 
clares. “You’re not going to go to the 
airport by yourself. No. I want to do it. 
OK? I want to.” 

On the way, she makes a confession. 
“Pm actually thinking of getting a tattoo 
tonight,” she says slyly. Rebellion! “I 
don’t want to say what it is. I'd get it in 
the small of my back. I have an appoint- 
ment. I’m wrestling with the idea.” 

She thinks for a moment. “Maybe I 


year before me, and we had a 
lot of talks about it.” 

Allegedly inspired by both 
Scream movies, a sixteen- 
year-old Lynwood, California 
boy stabbed his mother to 
death with the help of two of 
his cousins, 14 ayd 17. Appar- 
ently the boys had planned to 
wear Grim Reaper masks and 
carry voice-distortion boxes 
like those in the films, but 
they couldn’t raise enough 
money to buy the items. 

“They're saying thé movie made 
them do it,” says Gellar angrily. “I 
don’t buy that. Scream is the excuse 
they are using to get off. It’s horrible, 
but these people should know better. 
Murder is wrong - people know that. 
We don’t say, ‘Do this.’ We are enter- 
taining you. Not everything is a pub- 
lic-service announcement.” 

Gellar is filming tamer fare this 
spring: Cruel Inventions, a romantic dra- 
ma co-starring Ryan Phillippe, also her 
co-star from 1 Know What You Did Last 
Summer, “It’s an update of Dangerous Li- 
aisons,” she explains. “Two wealthy 

' kids bored out of their minds who are 
going to cause trouble.” 

At this point she is doing only one 
film, but who knows? “If you want 
something done, ask a busy person to 
do it,” she says. “That's going to be my 
epitaph.” More significantly, she says, 
she wants to remain “normal.” “It’s re- 
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should get a picture of Buffy tattooed 
across my back,” she jokes. We riff 
about other design ideas. A longer butt 
crack? A third nipple? A chin cleft? 
“How about a teardrop on the side of 
my face?” she suggests, pulling up to 
the terminal curb. 

It is time to depart. “Don't forget wa- 
ter,” she advises. “Sleep with your feet 
raised above your heart level. It doubles 
your nap time.” With that, she roars off. 

A few days later, she phones. “Hi, it’s 
Sarah,” she says. “I went through with 
it.” On the small of her back, Gellar 
now sports a Chinese character. (Re- 
member the book, in her car, of the 
Chinese symbols? She is not some 
drunken sailor doing this on a whim. 
She was doing research.) The tattoo is 
plain and black, one inch high. It is the 
symbol for intégrit 
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[\ OR NEARLY FORTY 
years, Robbie Robertson 
has written and played 
Ey? rock & roll music rich 
| LS with the color, character 
Ht yepa and mystery of Ameri- 
BAUM carshistaryeAs egur 
tarist ~ in his teenage years with the 
Hawks, backing mad rockabilly daddy 
Ronnie Hawkins, and then in the mid- 
Sixties when the Hawks were Bob 
Dylan’s backing band in his electric- 
preacher years ~ Robertson combined a 
pithy, ferocious attack with religious 
blues, folk and country scholarship. In 
* the late Sixties and the Seventies, when. 
the Hawks became the Band and he be- 
came the Band’s dominant song- 
swriting voice, Robertson told 
vivid, poetic stories of war, har- 
vest, drunkenness and salvation 
through the eyes of fighters, 
farmers and drifters: Virgil 
Kane, the weary Civil War sol- 
dier in “The Night They Drove 
Old Dixie Down”; the flop- 
house party boys in “Up on 
Cripple Creek” and “The Shape 
I’m In”; the homesick immi- 
grants in “Acadian Driftwood.” 
The irony is that Robertson, 
53, is not American, He is Na- 
tive American, The Canadian- 
born son.of a Jewish gambler 
and small-time-hood father, 
Robertson is of American In- 
dian descent - Mohawk - on his 
mother’s side. Rosemary 
Chrysler, or Dolly, as she was 
usually known, was raised on 
the Six Nations Reservation, in 
southern Ontario, And it was at 
Six Nations that her son, who 
spent many summers there as a 


roots in pop’s outer limits. American 
Indian performers like the Six Na- 
tions Women Singers, the late Leah 
Hicks-Manning (sampled from a 1942 
Library of Congress recording), and 
the peyote healer-singers Verdell Pri- 
meaux and Johnny Mike appear on 
tracks co-produced by Marius De 
Vries (Bjérk, Massive Attack) and DJ 
remixer Howie B, Over the death- 
march groove of “Sacrifice,” Ameri- 
can Indian activist Leonard Peltier 
speaks on the phone from prison about 
the pain and politics of his two con- 
secutive life sentences for the 1975 slay- 
ings of two federal agents on the Pine 
Ridge Reservation, in South Dakota. 


ling stories in the tradition of any of 
those guys - Faulkner, Steinbeck. I re- 
member in the Band, years ago, when 
we were-the Hawks, we'd be driving 
along a road down South. I’d look out 
and see this little house in the field 
with one light on and smoke coming 
out of the chimney: “Who lives there?’ 
What is that story?” 

‘There was a romanticism about that. 
“Those people in that house, they hurt 
the Indians” - I didn’t think that way. 

“Red boy” is a racist epithet for Ameri- 
can Indian. Why did you use it in the al- 
bum title? 

It’s the only derogatory term I’ve 
ever been called in my life. Nobody ever 


But it was a little bit on the nose for me 
to put on the record. 

How did you sell the idea of this album - 
the combination of traditional music with 
electronica and hip-hop — to the Americgn 
Indian performers and tribal elders? 

Inthe native community, you want to 
do this with a blessing. Because most of 
them are older people, you expect this 
thing, “Don’t forget the old ways.” But I 
got, “Don’t try to pretend that you know 
what it was like 100 years ago, 500 years 
ago, 1,000 years ago, If you’re gonna do 
this, do it with your strengths. And your 
strengths are what you know now.” 

Were you worried about violating the 
purity of traditional drumming and singing 

with loops and hip-hop beats? 

I thought, “If I’m right and 
if I'm good at what I do, this 
will be quite seamless. It will 
seem like it should have al- 
ways been there.” Most of the 
people who worked on this 
record hadn’t even been in a 
studio before. We were film- 
ing the peyote singers [on 
“Peyote Healing”] for this 
PBS documentary. This has 
never been filmed before, 
never in the history of the 


world. But because they’re 
young guys, young peyote 
men, they’re more adventur- 
ous. They weren’t going, 
“Oh, I don’t know about 
this.” They put a lot of trust 


in me. I had to know what I 
was doing, barrel ahead. , 
Did the peyote singers re- 


create the entire peyote ceremo- 


ny for you in the studio? 


They did part of it. There 
was this ritual of the peyote 


drum. One guy takes the drum 


youth, was schooled in the an- 
cient wonders and enduring re- 
sponsibilities of his heritage. 
On his new solo album, Con- 
tact From the Underworld of Red 
Boy, Robertson directly address- 
es, and draws from, his Ameri- 
can Indian ancestry, combining 
spaced-age hip-hop and Euro- 
techno noir with American Indian 
singing, drumming and ceremony. “It’s 
like turning you on,” the singer and gui- 
tarist says in his suite at New York's 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel. “Like when 
you were a kid: “You gotta hear this new 
Jimmy Reed thing.’ I’m in a position to 
say, ‘I know about something here. Let 
me share it with you in a way where we 
speak a bit of universal language’ ” 
For the 1994 television-soundtrack 
album Music for “The Native Ameri- 
cans,” Robertson recorded with the Red 
Road Ensemble, an American Indian 
group. But on Contact From the Under- 
world of Red Boy, he plants his deep 


Senior Editor DAvip FRICKE wrote 
about the recording sessions for the new 
Smashing Pumpkins album in RS 782. 
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skin and ties it on real tight. 
The other guy’s got these pey- 


“The place was rocking; the beats | 


were coming, the people were chant- 
ing,” Robertson says of the sessions 
for the album, which includes a bonus 
track remixed by DJ Premier and is 
released alongside a companion TV 
documentary, Robbie Robertson: Mak- 
ing a Noise, to air on PBS. “I’ve been 
doing this a long time, and I don’t 
have any experience to compare this 
to. It felt like such good medicine.” 


In the Band, you wrote about the Ameri- 
can frontier from the point of view of farm- 
ers and pioneers whose real-life counter 
parts were instrumental in the decimation 
of traditional American Indian life. How 
do you relate to the characters in those 
songs now? 

I'm just making movies. I was tel- 


called me “Jew boy.” They ¢alled me 
“red boy.” It caught me off guard so 
much when I was a kid that I was 
stunned by it, 

A couple of my cousins had been 
with me. We were playing with bows 
and arrows in a field when these bigger 
kids said, “Hey, red boy.” looked at my 
cousins and saw their heads go down. 
The look on their faces scared me right 
down to my soul. It gave me a shiver 
that I never got over, my whole life. 

Somebody said, “What are you 
thinking of calling this record?” And it 
blurted out of me. I worked on another 
song that’s not on the record called “Be- 
tween Dog and Wolf.” It says, “Hey, 
red boy, where you goin’ with that 
drum?/Hey, red boy, where you goin’ 
with that paint on your face?” [Pauses] 


ote shakers, and he makes this 
rhythm, I started putting my 
ideas together, taking what I 
thought could add up to a com- 
position. Once I had a bead on 
what was going to work, at that 
point everything stopped. The lighting 
changed. And they took the medicine. 

They actually took the peyote? 

They don’t comprehend the cere- 
mony without it. And this is not about 
getting loaded. This is about... 

Getting loaded on God? 

Yeah. The idea of doing this for rec- 
reational purposes - it’s scary to them. 
This is not a party situation. The whole 
thing for them is to get to a place where 
all you know is your connection to your 
creator. This is a direct line. 

Have you taken peyote? 

Sure. 

Did you get that direct line to God? 

Yeah. It’s such a natural part of us. But 
people go to churches, and an interpreter 
- a priest, rabbi, whatever — says, “OK, 
P'll see if I can get you in [Cont, on 81] 
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LARS, AID FAEDIMS MST ANTHA WOiD OR NO 


empty into it. From each street come 
multitudes of drivers going as fast as 
they can in anydirection they want. 


Cars head everywhere, Cars box | 


VERYBODY ADMIRES \ the compass. They ‘pull U=ies, 
freedom, and one of hang Louies, make Roscoes, do 
the best places to ad- \ donuts. Tires peel and’skid. Bicy- 
mire it from is the Ho- 
tel Tirana’s balcony \ ~ 

bar overlooking Skenderbeg \ ae Nolen ve ee 

Square in the capital of Alba- \ ot see aera eo 


nia. 4 Sheshi Skenderbeg is an Bee eee 
all-concrete piazza the size of a 
nine-hole par-three golf course. 
A dozen of Tirana’s streets 


cles scatter. Pushcarts jump the 
curbs, Pedestrians run for their 


glass tinkles merrily on the 
pavement. There’s lots of 
yelling. 9 Until 1990, Albani- 

ans were forbidden to own 


mY 


| WHE GrAOSAN! PERANIA HILD HANDS, IK-475 COST THRE DUL- 


iG LET TO LIKE 


| motor vehicles. They 
| didn’t know how to 
| drive. They still don’t. 
Every fourth or fifth 
car seems to have an 
AUTOSHKOLLE sign on 
ithe roof, and not a mo- 
menttee soon. Now 
there are 150,000 auto- 
| mobiles in Albania-df 
| you’ve ever wondered 
| why there aren’t junk- 
yards in Western Eu- 
rope, why you don’t see 
| beaters and jalopies on 
| EU streets, why there 
| are no wrecks along the 
roads, it’s because the 
wrecks are along the 
roads in Albania. My 
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translator, whom I'll call Elmaz, said, 
“When we were first open to Europe, we 
bought used cars, Very used cars. After one 
year...” He pursed his lips and made the 
Mediterranean “kaput” noise. 

An American wire-service reporter was 
teasing Elmaz about used-car shopping: 
“Like a Renault Twingo, maybe. A ’95 or ’96. 
For about a thousand dollars? One that 
hasn’t been rolled.” 

“Ha, ha, ha,” said Elmaz in the kind of 
laugh that indicates nobody's kidding. “I 
know someplace.” 

The wire-service re- 
porter, who seemed to 
be rather too well-in-. 
formed on various 
matters, said that pot 
costs thirty dollars a 
kilo in Albania. And 
The Economist maga- 
zine’s business report 
on Albania says that in 
March 1997 a fully au- 
tomatic Kalashnikov 
assault rifle could be 
bought on the streets of 
Tirana for as little as 
three dollars. 

“Everyone is sur- 
reptitiously armed,” 
said the wire-service 
reporter. Or not so 
surreptitiously. I saw a 
middle-aged man in civilian clothes walking 


arms-de: 


the vol 


1928, pimped the country to Mussolini and Airedaled it into ex- 
ile one step ahead of Axis occupation in 1939. Leka was two days 
old at the time. Since then the younger Zogu has sojourned in 
Rhodesia and South Africa, been thrown out of Spain over an 


aling scandal and spent a brief jail stint in Thailand for 


gunrunning - at least as good a preparation for the throne as 
having your ex-wife martyred by paparazzi. 

After an hour or so of royalist racket, Leka Zogu’s motorcade 
would arrive, flashing with the kind of suction-cup roof lights 
that people buy when they want you to think they belong to 


lunteer fire department. The royal himself popped out 


in one royal beauty of a leisure suit. Leka (in the Albanian lan- 


guage the definite article is a suffixed u or iso “Leka Zogu” 


along what used to be Boulevard Stalin, holding 
his five-year-old son by one hard and an AK-47 
in the other. 

Such are Second Amendment freedoms in Alba- 
nia. And First Amendment freedoms lag nit far be- 
hind in their extravagance. Every evening while I 
was visiting Albania, a couple hundred royalists 
would march into the chaos of Skenderbeg Square, 
bringing traffic to a new pitch of swerve and collision. 

I'd watch as the royalists set podium and loud- 
_ speakers on the steps of a Soviet-designed cement 

blunder that used to be the Palace of Culture. They 

unfurled the heart-surgery-colored Albanian flag, 
\ bearing the image of what's either a two-headed ea- 
gle or a very angry freak-show chicken, The royal- 
ists hollered into the microphone such things as, 


“We will get our votes, even by blood!” The volume 
was enough to drown out the loudest car crashes. 
Then, at greater volume yet, they played the Alba- 
nian national anthem, which is as long as a Wagner 
opera and sounds like the Marine Corps band per- 
forming the whole Ring cycle while falling down all 
the stairs in the Washington Monument. 
The royalists were demonstrating on behalf of one 
Leka Zogu, who thinks he’s king of Albania. He’d 
just gotten his butt whipped (eighty percent of the 
voters said “jo”) in a national referendum on restor- 
ing the monarchy. Not that Albania ever had a monar- 
chy. The country wasn’t even a country until the 
twentieth century. It was a backwater of the Ottoman 
Empire from the 1400s on and a back-further-water of 
the Byzantine Empire before that. 
Leka Zogu’s father, Ahmed Zogu, was a putsch artist 
from the sticks who overthrew what passed for the 
government in 1924, crowned himself King Zog I in 


translates as “Leka the Zog”) stood at the microphone like | 


a big geek - six feet eight inches tall, chinless and bubble- 
bellied. He mumbled a few words. (His unmajesty’s com- 
mand of Albanian is reported to be sketchy). Then he 
booked. Wide guys patted lumpy items under their 
clothes. And the motorcade cars all tried to turn around 
at once, creating still-worse traffic mayhem, if such a 
thing is possible. 
Anyway, Albania is fairly pissabed with freedoms. Free 
enterprise not least among them. It is pursued in Albania 
with the same zest - not to mention the same order and 
self-restraint — as driving, politics and gun control. 
Hundreds of cafes and bars have opened, most of 
them whacked together from raw timber with the same 
carpentry skills used by Oregon Rasta-Sufis when con- 
verting old school buses for Lollapalooza excursions. 
The rude structures are built on any handy piece of 
open ground, and “have occupied even schoolyards in 
the capital,” says the Albanian Daily News, old copies of 
which, along with every other form of litter, carpet the 
city streets. Private garbage collection is not yet up and 
running in Tirana, but private garbage disposal is ful- 
ly operational. Every public space is covered with 
bags, wrappers, bottles, cans ~ and the booze shacks 
and pizza sheds that sold them. 
Gardens have been obliterated by jerry-building, 
monuments surrounded, paths straddled, soccer 
pitches filled from goal to goal. The Lana River is 
walled from view, not that you’d want to look. The 
squatter construction companies tossing’ up chew- 
and-chokes on its banks have used pickaxes to make 
informal connections with waste pipes and water 
mains. Hydrohygienic results are predictable. The 
Lana has crossed the lexicological line from “river” 
to “open sewer.” And what used to be Youth Park, a 


In “Tales From the Inquisition” (RS 782), P.J. O’RouRKE 


examined the latest scandal surrounding President Bill Clinton. 


huge area of downtown greenery, has become the 
world’s first dining and leisure shantytown, a 
brand-new cold-brewski slum with extra cheese. 


But it’s gambling that’s the real meat and drink. It’s 
done on the same confoundingly electronic video 
| card-playing devices that the Pequot Indians are us- 

ing to reconquet Connecticut. Albania is a country 
that, from 1986 to 1990, imported a total of sewing 
machines, electric stoves and hot-water heaters num- 
bering zero, And Tirana is a city with electricity as 
reliable as congressional committee testimony on 
campaign contributions. But there they are~ the very 
latest examples of wallet-Hoovering technology 
from America, available everywhere and, through 
some miracle of Mafia-to-Mafia efficiency, function- 
ing smoothly all day. 

Albania is also a country where the poverty line is 
USS. $143 a month for a family of four. Eighty percent 
of Albanians are living below that line. And what 
looks like eighty percent of Albanians are standing in 
front of bleeping, blinking games of chance feeding 
100 Lek coins - fifty-cent pieces — into the maw. The 
most common commercial sign in Tirana is AMERI- 
CAN POKER. 

The second-most-common sign is sHITET, Ap- 

propriately. Although it actually means FOR SALE. 
Appropriately. Or perhaps it should be uP FOR 
GRABS, whatever that is in Albanian. Maybe it’s 
AMEX. I went to an American Express office to get 
some money, and they were completely taken aback. 
They would never have anything so grabable as 
money right there in an office. For money you go to 
the Bank in the Middle of the Street. Here ~ every 
one being surreptitiously armed - great wads of 
money are being waved around, some of it peculiar. 
I got a few greenbacks with the green on the backs 
in more of a pants-at-a-Westport-cocktail-party 
shade than usual and a twenty with something dark 
and odd about the presidential portrait. Was An- 
drew Jackson in the Jackson Five? 


EADING OVER WHAT I HAVE WRITTEN, I FEAR 
I’ve made Albanians sound busy. They 
aren't. Even their gambling is comparatively 
idle — showing none of the industry exhibit- 
ed by the old bats in Atlantic City with their 
neatly ordered Big Gulp cups of quarters and special 
slot-machine-yanking gloves. * 

The Albanian concept of freedom approaches my 
own ideas on the subject, circa late adolescence. There's 
a great deal of sitting in cafes and a notable number of 
weekday, midafternoon drunk young fellows. 

A whole family lived in front of the Hotel 
Tirana, doing nothing. Between the hotel entrance 
and Skenderbeg Square was a quarter-acre patch of 
what used to be grass. Therein camped, from dawn 
to dark, a very big and fat woman, a very small and 
bedraggled woman, several skinny, greasy men and 
approximately a dozen seriously unkempt chil- 
dren. The big woman spent all day spraddle-legged 
on a'tablecloth playing cards with the skinny men, 
The small woman spent all day wandering back 
and forth across the packed-dirt lot. Every time a 
hotel guest stepped outside, the children descend- 
ed upon him or her, begging in a horde, or, if beg- 
ging was to no avail, thrusting little hands into 
pockets and purses and grasping at whatever the 
hotel guest was carrying. Otherwise the children 
swatted and kicked each other. Sometimes the 
children would go over to the big weman, who'd 
also give them a swat. And if the tykes obtained 
money, they'd return to the big woman and she'd 
snatch it. 

The family had a puffy, sallow baby with the 
scorched blond hair that’s a sign of malnutrition. 


The infant seemed to be ten or twelve months old 
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but rarely moved its arms or legs and 
didn’t appear to be able to hold its 
head up. It never cried. A ten- or 
eleven-year-old boy was the principal 
caretaker. He squeezed the baby to his 
chest with one arm while he chased 
the other children around, giving 
them karate chops and kung fu kicks. 
Meanwhile the baby’s appendages 
wagged and jiggled in all directions ~ a 
floppy tot. 

Between martial-arts exhibitions, 
the baby was left alone on a sheet of 
cardboard on Skenderbeg Square’s tu- 
multuous sidewalks. Passers-by were 
supposed to leave coins. Occasionally 
they did. 

“They are gypsies,” said Elmaz. But 
“gypsy” is the preferred local bigotry ep- 
ithet, the N-word of the Balkans, with 
the added advantage that it can be used 
on anybody darker than Marcia Brady. 

The translator who worked for the 
wire-service reporter said he had ques- 
tioned the child-care boy about the baby. 
The boy had said, “His mother was go- 
ing to throw him away. But she gave him 
to us, Now we're taking care of him.” 

There is not, so far as I was able to 
discover, an Albanian Child Abuse Hot 
Line. “That’s because it would be 
jammed with how-to calls,” said the 
wire-service reporter. 

“What the fuck is with this place?” 
said someone else at the bar. And I do not 
have an answer for that. 

There are lots of skulking young men 
in groups on Tirana’s corners and plenty 

. more driving around in cars with no ap- 
parent thought of an errand or destina- 
tion. It’s not a mellow indolence. I saw 
one guy cruising in his Mercedes, an el- 
bow out the window, a wrist cocked over 
the steering wheel, riding cool and low. 
But his trunk lid was open, and chained in 
the boot was a barking, gnashing, furious 
450-pound German shepherd. 

Men in Albania hold each other’s hands 
too long: in greeting, a gesture that seems 
to have less to do with affection than with 
disarmament. They kiss each other on the 
cheeks, Italian style, but more Gotti than 
Gucci. Everybody stares. Nobody steps out 
of the way when you walk around. 

The Albanians have a Jolly Roger air. 
You could give an eye patch and a head han- 
kié to most of the people on the street and 
cast them in Captain Blood. Not to demean 
a whole ethnic group or anything, but, like 


4. The Great Pyramids 


LL THESE RICH AND VARIED MANIFESTATIONS OF 
freedom, however, come toa halt promptly at 10 p.m., when 
the shoot-to-kill curfew begins. It seems the Albanians 
have had a bit too much freedom, so much freedom that the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe sent 
an Italian-led contingent of some 7,000 troops to keep the lid on. 
Albania is a little place, the size of Maryland, with a popula- 
tion of 3,250,000. Albania is little and Albania is out of the way, 
blocked from the rest of the Balkan peninsula by an arc of dis- 
orderly mountain ranges, and, until this century, cordoned from 
the sea by broad, malarial swamps. Seventy-five percent of the 
land is steeps and ravines. In the north, the Albanian Alps rise 
in such a forbidding confusion of precipices that they are 
known as the Prokletije, or “Accursed Mountains.” In the 
eighteenth century, Edward Gibbon called Albania “a country 
within sight of Italy which is less known than the interior of 


Whitewater investigation and Arkansas politics in gener- 
al, so perhaps that’s unfair.) As late as 1910, geographical au- 
thorities were saying that certain districts of Albania “haye 
never been thoroughly explored.” And, considering the 
neophyte TV producer's experience, they won't be ex- 
plored soon. : 
This isolated, outlandish place emerged from World 
‘War II run by an isolated and outlandish communist guer- 
rilla chieftain, Enver Hoxha (pronounced Howard John- 
sonish - Hoja). In 1948, Hoxha broke his alliance with Tito | 
because Yugoslavia wasn’t being pro-Soviet enough. In 1961, 
Hoxha broke hisalliance with Khrushchev because the So- 
viet Union wasn’t being pro-Soviet enough. In 1978, Hoxha 
threw out the Red Chinese for playing Ping-Pong with the 
US. And, by the time Hoxha died in 1985, Albania wasn’t 
on speaking terms with anybody but North Korea and 
maybe the English department at Berkeley. Hoxha’s suc~ 
cessor, Ramiz Alia, stayed the nutball course for awhile, but 


America.” (Although Gibbon hadn’t heard about Ken Starr’s 


in 1990, with communism going into an Eddie Murphy ca- 


*, most Americans, the only Albanians I’d 
ever heard of were Mother Teresa and John 
Belushi. An entire country full of Mother 
Teresas would be weird enough - everybody 
looking for tepers to wash. But imagine a 

* John Belushi Nation. Except they’re not fat, 
jand they’re not funny. 

“They'll rob you,” said the wire-service 
reporter. “Don’t carry your wallet.” Then a 
neophyte television producer walked up to 
us and announced that he’d gone out to tape | 
some local color and hadn’t made it to the 
city limits before he lost a car, a TV camera 
and $5,000 in cash. 
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reer dive all over the globe, Alia tried 
some reforms. Wrong call. 

The Albanians’ reaction to a sudden 
introduction of personal autonomy 
and individual csp casts an 


hae 
ish Balkans expert James Pettifer, 
“Over 25,000 peop ed ships 
moored in Durres H nd forced 
them to sail to Italy.” Thousands of 
others fled to Greece or occupied the 
grounds of Western embassies in 
Tirana. University students pulled 
down the gigantic gilded statue of 
ver Hoxha in Skenderbeg Square, and 
the Alia government had to dismantle 
and hide the nearby statues of Stalin 
and Lenin. There was repeated food ri- 
oting, widespread destruction of public 
property and extensive looting of every- 
thing owned by the government ~ and 
everything was. 
Themthings got better. Dr. Sali Berisha, 
whom Pettifer calls a “leading cardiolo- 
gist” (Albania has a leading cardiologist?), 


scheme to includetwice the population 
of the earth. And 9,999,999,990 of these 
people are going to get screwed. Also 
probably the other 
ders of the pyramid scheme will have 
already run off with the money... ¢ 
ilir Nishka, e £ the Albanian 
Daily News, 
nian pyramid scheme was started in 1991 
by Hadjim Sijdia. Sijdia Holdings of- 
fered five percent to six percent interest 
per month, sixty percent venty- 
two percent a year - way too much, es 
pecially since Albania was then in a 
period of low inflation. But Sijd 
Holdings had some real investmer 
and although Sijdia was ja 
Switzerland for fraud, he manage 
get out and somehow repay his debt 
Following Sijdia Holdings, how 
came schemes with a primary busi 
ness of scheming, There were about 
nine large pyramids in Albania. Three 
of them ~ Sude, Xhaferri and Populli 
= had no real assets at all. By 1993 
small-business owners had gotten the 
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was elected president. The communists 
were jailed. In Pettifer’s words, “The new 
government... embarked on a program of 
privatization and the construction of a free- 
market economy.” 

But life got too much better. This priva- 
tization being programmed and this free- 
market economy being constructed were 
based on only one industry - pyramid 
schemes. Albania’s economic statistics 
looked great: 9.6 percent gross-domestic~ 
product growth in 1993, 8.3 percent in ’94, 
133 percent in’95, 9.1 percent in ‘96. Albani- 
ans seemed to be making money in piles. 
But it was all a Ponzi game, a confidence 
racket, the old “send five dollars to the 
name at the top of the list, put your own 
name at the bottom of the list and mail 
copies to future ex-friends.” 

In a pyramid scheme, people are prom- 
ised a ridiculous rate of interest on the 
principal they invest. This ridiculous rate 
of interest is paid with the principal in- 
vested by a new group of people. Then the 
new people and the old people both get 
their ridiculous interest paid with the prin- 
cipal invested by newer people yet. And so 
on. The number of investors has to keep in- 
creasing, hence the pyramid name. If the 
number of investors were to grow ina sim- 
ple exponential way - 101, 10, 103, etc. ~ it 
would take only ten layers of a pyramid 
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idea and began creating minipyra- 
mids all over the country. Free en- 
terprise can be free of all sorts of 
things, including sense, and compe- 
tition drove the promised rates of re- 
turn high and higher. At one point 
the Sude pyramid was offering in- 
terest of fifty percent a month. 

“The pyramid schemes,” said Ilir 
Nishku, “created the idea that this 
is the free market, and just four 
years after communism we could 
get rich. They created the wrong 
idea that this is capitalism.” 

“Everyone was sitting in cafes,” 
said Elmaz. (As opposed to what 
they're doing now.) 

I asked Nishku why the pyra- 
mids had been ever so numerous 
and popular in Albania. Were pe: 
ple simply unsophisticated about 
money, after all t years of 
Marxist sequestratior 

No,” said Nishku, “ther 
been pyramid schemes al 
elsewhere in Eastern Europe, 2 
they had collapsed before the Al- 
banian ones were started. People 
in Albania knew about such 
things as the failure of the MMM 
scheme in Russia.” 


“Then how did so many Alba- 
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nians get suckered in?” I asked. Jane Perlez of the New York Times inter- | know,” he said. | The government lost control of | 
And the answer was very simple. | viewed Nexhmije: “ ‘This is the good Iasked Nishku if there was any pos- | every military base in the coun- 
“People did not believe these were real | thing about the consumer society, she | sibility that people would get their | try. By spring the Albanian army 
pyramid schemes,” Nishku said. “They | said, showing off some pink Italian | money back. was reduced to perhaps one intact | 
knew so much money could not be made | tiles. ‘Though it’s very expensive, you | He said, “No.” unit numbering a hundred sol- 
honestly. They thought there was smug- | can find everything’ ” Albanian reaction to the financial | diers. The entire defense arsenal 
gling and money laundering involved to | __ The glory days lasted until February’ | disaster was philosophical ~ if your | was looted. 
make these great profits.” 1997. Five big pyramids collapsed, and | philosophy is nihilism. Violent pro- | |The Washington Post esameed 
The Albanians didn’t believe they | all the little ones did. Four other major ”| tesé8 occurred all over the country. | that 500,000 stolen weapons were 
were the victims of a scam. They be- loose in Albania. But Elmaz, 
lieved they were the perpetrators - this who'd been through the military 
being so different from the beliefs of \ A | training that the communists had_ | 
Wall Street bull-market investors in the rH | =i V ZIM) |. required of every Albanian youth, 
United States. i thought the number was more like 
The international community voiced en- 15 million, THe Albanian defense 
couragement and approval for this nonsense. | ministry would later admit that a 
“Albania’s economy chalks up the fastest | Fe AN!) 2 | Mf A whopping 10.5 billion rounds of 
growth rate on the continent,” chirped the L ! Jin ammunition were pilfered - more 
slightly clueless Bradt travel guide. , ] . than 3,000 bullets for every person 
‘The very clueless United Nations 1996 Hu- T | in the nation, Heavy weapons 
man Development Report for Albania declared, i 2 WYP. | were also looted ~ artillery, missile 
“The progress in widespread economic , launchers and high explosives. 
* well-being reported in the 1995 Human De- Some of these were taken by local 
velopment Report for Albania has continued, | pyramid schemes quit paying interest | The Berisha government banned pub- | “Committees for Public Salva- 
forming a social basis for [here’s where our | and froze most accounts, which is to | lic meetings of more than four people | tion” but most wound up in less- 
UN dues really go to work] sustainable hu- | say they went kerflocey, too. Anesti- | (putting an end to “American poker,” | responsible hands, The National 
man development.” mated U.S. $1.2 billion disappeared, | at least as we Americans know it). The | Commercial Bank in the city of 
Something called the Eurobarometer Sur- | more than half the Albanian GDP. protests became more violent. Berisha | Gjirokaster was robbed with atank, 
vey said the Albanians were the most opti- | “Where did all that money go?” I | reacted to that by authorizing the mil- | _ Korce, near the border with 
mistic people of Eastern and Central Europe. | asked Nishku. itary to shoot at crowds, The military | Greece, was terrorized by gangs of 
Even Enver Hoxha’s evil widow, Nexh- | _ He began ticking off possibilities: | responded to this by collapsing com- | masked men. Outside Fier, on the 
mije (pronounced ... oh, who cares), waxed | Swiss banks? The Berisha govern- | pletely. The soldiers had money in the | seacoast plain, twenty people died 
positive on capitalism. Released from | ment? Money-laundering operations | pyramid schemes, too, and were just | ina shootout between criminals 
prison in December 1996, she was having a | in Cyprus? Turkish Mafia? Russian | as mad as anyone else. The violent | and armed villagers. The southern 
new bathroom installed in her apartment. | Mafia? Mafia Mafia? “We don’t | protests turned into armed rebellions. | port of Vlore was [Cont. on 82] 
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YOUVE CAPNED it. 1: was a tough winter of FRAT PARTIES, MEANINGLESS SEX and CUTTING 
CLASSES. You need a break. A SPRING BREAK. So pack your BUTT FLOSS and your BEER GOGGLES — it’s 
_time to head SOUTH. And we’re here to help. What follows is a COMPLETE GUIDE to just about 
EVERYTHING you need to know about SPRING BREAK (and if you don’t know the rest, you might as well 
stay home). >>>>>>>>> With reports from DAYTONA BEACH, FORT LAUDERDALE and PANAMA CITY 
BEACH, Florida; SUMMIT COUNTY, Colorado; SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, Texas; and JAMAICA. >>> 
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‘ways chosen a resort town as its 
headquarters, hyped it up and 
brought the party along: San Diego; 
Tf Lake Havasu, Arizona; Panama City 
Beach, Florida; and Daytona Beach, 
Florida This year, MTV is playing 

| gliest rather than host. 


“We're going to spring break thls 
year instead of creating it,” says 
MTV executive Salli Frattini. MTV's 
worldwide destinations include 
Panama City Beach; South Padre 
Island, Texas; Canctin, Mexico; 
Negril, Jamaica; and Oahu, 
Hawali, Shows filmed at 
these ragin’ locales will in- 
‘clude "Fashionably Loud,” 
featuring Rebecca Romijn 
from "House of Style,” per 
formers Wyclef Jean and 
Usher, andi designers Tommy 
Hilfiger, Malia Mills and Roxy/ 
Quicksilver; and a'luau in Oahu 
hosted by Maridh Carey. Also look, 
for Carson Daly, Ananda Lewis and 
Bill Bellamy, and “The Grind,” host- 
ed by Brandy and featuring the 
Backstreet Boys, Boyz II Men, new- 
comer Jimmy Ray and the Village 
People: Spring-break shows start 
airing on March 20th. 

MTV has set up a hot line so you 
Lf can tearn where and when to show 
up (212-846-2533). Getting on cam- 
era sounds easy. "We have casting 

people at the spots,” says producer 
“Tony DiBari. You can just approach 
them.” Oh, is that all? "Well," Frattini 
* advises, “look good, wear a bathing 
“ suit, be animated and you're on! We: 
like people who have gregarious 
ff personalities” 
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-RODD McLEOD’ 


POPULATION: 65,000 >>>>> POPULATION DURING SPRING BREAK: 265,000 >>>>> 
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE IN MID-MARCH: 74.6 degrees (62.5 degrees in the water) >>>>> 
BEST REASON TO GO: Ever since the National Cheerleading Association started hold- 
ing its annual college championship in Daytona during spring break, the perkiness 
level has gone through the roof. >>>>> BEST REASON TO GO EARLY: Right before spring 
break, Daytona hosts Bike Week. You haven't really partied until you’ve partied with 
half a million Harley riders. >>>>> ILLEGAL DRUG OF CHOICE: Marijuana >>>>> BEST 
REGIONAL DELICACY: Peel-and-eat shrimp, with smoked mullet placing a close sec- 
ond >>>>> LOCAL CONCOCTION: The Oyster Pub Clamdigger: white rum, coconut 
rum, orange juice, cranberry juice and grenadine >>>>> ADDITIONAL COPS HIRED 
DURING SPRING BREAK: 105 >>>>> FINE FOR UNDERAGE DRINKING: $100 >>>>> 

FINE FOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT: $100 >>>>> THONGS ALLOWED? Even in 
_the bars >>>>> CELEBRITY QUOTIENT: It’s Gregg Allman’s hometown. 
>>>9> HOTTEST WET T-SHIRT CONTEST: Forget about T-shirts. At the Holi- 
day Inn SunSpree Resort, you'll find the Hawaiian Tropic girls in weekly 
bikini pageants. >>>>> BEST T-SHIRT SLOGAN: ORDER A DRINK AND HAVE 
A SEAT, YOU’RE BETTER OFF HERE THAN ACROSS THE STREET — from the 
infamous Boot Hill Saloon, across the road from a cemetery. >>>>> GREAT MOMENT \ 
OF SPRING-BREAK STUPIDITY: In 1996 local cops re- 
sponded in full force to a “suspicious activity” call from 
a gas station. The attendant had spotted an ashen-faced 
redhead trussed up in a van full of rowdy Ivy Leaguers. 
When deputies surrounded the van, they found that the 
occupant in question had, indeed, been taken for a ride 


? 


against his will. Half a dozen Princeton students had 
swiped a six-foot fiberglass statue of Ronald McDonald 
from a popular nearby eatery. Since the hapless victim 
appeared to have been well cared-for (he was resting 
comfortably in a sleeping bag and wasn’t tied up after 
all), deputies turned the students loose after they wrote 


eel 


letters of apology. -MARK SCHLEUB 


HIGH-MINDED FUN IN THE SUN: THE LITERARY SET HITS DAYTONA BEACH. 
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7 SPRING 


A Brier HiStOry 


Break 


BY RODD MeLEOD 
T: impulse to greet the spring thaw drunk and stinky is 


OF 


hardly new, In ancient Italy St. Augustine eriticized 

Romans for celebrating the arrival of spring with the 

I festival of Florala. Medieval Europeans copulated in their 
fields aftr the spring planting, hoping to motivate the seeds. 

\What follows is timeline of spring break the street riots 

the beach movies and the schemes that arise when hucksters 

see drunkckids carying around their parents’ creditcard. 


DECEMBER 1935 The first annual 
College Coaches Swim Forum is held in 
Fort Lauderdale; 300 collegians enjoy 

the beachfront pool and local bars: 


1941-1945 
During World 
War II, German 
subs frighten 
Tyy Leaguers 
away from their 
traditional va- 
cation watering 
hole, Bermuda 
Instead stu- 
dents go to Fort Lauderdale, which has de- 
veloped a reputation as the ideal place to 
spend two weeks soaking up the rays. 


SOMETIME IN THE MID-1930s 
Colgate University swim coach Sam In- 
(gram persuades Fort Lauderdale, Flori- 
da, officials to host teams from north- 
ern colleges during Christmas break, 


1954 Twenty thousand student 
show upin Fort Lauderdale. The 
ensuing mayhem — two deaths 
and eleven arrests ~ makes na- 
tional headlines. 


TIME LINE ILLUSTRATIONS BY DAVID BUTLER 
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IT'S TEAMWORK THAT MAKES TEXAS STRONG. 


several times — to be driven to an- 
other bar.) >>>>> FINE FOR DISOR- 
DERLY CONDUCT: $243.25, including 
court costs >>>>> BEST HAPPY 
HoUR: Wahoo Saloon. Its open-air 
deck is perfect for Texas sunsets. 
>>>>> BEST JUKEBOX BAR: Kelly’s 


POPULATION: 2,000 >>>>> POPULA- 

TION DURING SPRING BREAK: 

140,000 >>>>> AVERAGE TEM- 

PERATURE IN MID-MARCH: 74 de- 

grees >>>>> WHO COMES HERE: Co- 

eds, mostly from Texas and the 

4 ‘ Midwest >>>>> BEST REASON TO 

G0: The warm Texas weather, the beach and the close proximity to Mexico 
(where you can find professional bullfighting, in nearby Matamoros) >>>>> IL- 
LEGAL DRUGS OF CHOICE: Ecstasy and cocaine >>>>> BEST REGIONAL DEL- 
Icacy: Ceviche: Take raw fish, marinate overnight in lemon juice, add diced 
tomatoes and chilis, and you'll have South Padre Island’s answer to sushi. >>>>> 
LOCAL CONCOCTION: Dirty Dave’s Padre Painkiller: three or four kinds of rum, 
three or four kinds of fruit juice, and God knows what else >>>>> WHAT'S OPEN 
AT 3 A.M.: Black Marlin Tavern, Whataburger, Denny’s, Tacos al Pastor and 
several convenience stores >>>>> ADDITIONAL COPS HIRED DURING SPRING 
BREAK: Thirty >>>>> FINE FOR UNDERAGE DRINKING: $143.25, including court 
costs. (Police would much rather turn an intoxicated person over to sober 
friends than take him to jail. Sometimes, however, those arrested literally in- 
sist on taking a ride, like the guys who think cop cars are taxis and demand - 


PUUY 


Irish Pub offers the latest and greatest hits. Although insurance fears caused the owner to abandon the annual dart 
tournament - never trust a spring breaker with a sharp metal object ~ Kelly’s does have a cool electronic dartboard 
and several pool tables. >>>>> BEST HANGOVER BREAKFAST SPOT: Manuel’s. Order acon todo ~ a huge tortilla stuffed 
with just about anything: ham, salsa, potatoes, beans, bacon, etc. Salsa is wonderful for a hangover. >>>»> THONGS 
ALLOWED? Yes >>>>> CELEBRITY QUOTIENT: Donald Trump and Ivana Trump were here at the same time, post- 
divorce, in August 1997. »>>>> HOTTEST BIKINI CONTEST: Louie’s Back Yard has the best-looking girls. >>>>> BEST 
LOCAL SLANG WoRD: “Let’s Padre!” = “Let’s party!” >>>>> BEST SOURCE OF SPRING-BREAK INFORMATION: South 
Padre Parade Spring Break Guide >>>>> GREAT MOMENT OF SPRING-BREAK STUPIDITY: The dubious honor goes to 


the kids who rode a horse into the Holiday Inn swimming pool ~ and left it there. 


ar 
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’ Mike [MicNalviara 
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SPRING-BREAK 
AttOPNey 


ike McNamara is not a 

particularly ambitious 

lawyer. Although he has 
defended a pair of capital-murder 
cases, his resort-town specialty is 
crimes stemming from drinking. 
For $500, McNamara, 56, will 
plead your public-drunkenness 
case or maybe get that aggra- 
vated-sexual-assault charge dis- 
missed. He even has a Web site 
(wwwesouth-padre-island.com/ 
springbreak/legal html). 
What's the most common arrest 
on South Padre Island during 
spring break? 
Public intoxication, Often these 
kids come out of a cluty drunk and 
get into the back seat of a police 
car, thinking it's a cab. 1t's some- 
thing we don't even laugh about 
anymore, it’s so common, 
Do you get many public-nudity 
cases? F 
Twrote a little legal advice on 
that very topic on my Web page. 
Mere nakedness is not illegal. We 
have ordinances governing inde- 
cent exposure. Basically, you have 
to expose yourself with the intent 
to gratify somebody's sexual de- 
sire including yourself ~ to get 
introuble, 
What distinguishes your spring- 
break clients from the drunks 
you defend during the rest of 
the year? 
Their futures mean a lot more to 
them. I kind of smile to myself 
when they worry if a little arrest 
down here on vacation is going to 
hurt them for the rest of their 
lives. =MANNY HOWARD 


1962 The Rev. Billy Graham preaches 
to 35,000 breakers in Fort Lauderdale. 
Thousands riot; 200 are arrested. 


1959 Sandra Dee stars in “Gidget.” 
the first-ever beach movie. ~ 1960 "Where 
the Boys Are” 

the movie 

version of 

Swarthout's 

novel, wins 

mass teen 

popularity. 

Filmed on 

location in 

Fort Lauderdale, it stars a bathing- 
suit-clad Connie Francis, who sings 
the hit title song. 


1958 
Glendon 
‘Swarthout’s 
"Where the 
Boys Are” is 
published. 
The novel 

features hormonally charged kids 

in Fort Lauderdale for spring break 


1963 Connie Stevens and Troy 
Donahiie star in “Palm Springs 
Weekenti” the first spring-break 
movie to focus attention on the 
West Goast. A young James 
Brownmakesa cameo. 5 55 


1961 Fifty thousand students descend 
upon Fort Lauderdale, and 3500 of 
them, armed with rocks and bottles, 
pour onto Atlantic Boulevard, crippling 
traffic. More than 100 are arrested, 


PHOTOGRAPH OF MIKE MCNAMARA BY ROCKY KNETEN 
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- FOLDING ATO B CAN 
A > MAKE YOU F <B 


z : TRYING TO DETERMINE IF THEY WERE SEPARATED 
: AT BIRTH, OR IF IT WAS JUST MERELY DESTINY, OUR 
PEACH FRIEND SETS SAIL TO FIND HIS SOULMATE STRAW BERRY 
QUENCH ING HIS THIRST FOR KNOWLEDGE, MAKING LIFE BETTER. 


WE JUST WANT TO MAKE SURE YOU ARE HAVING FUN AND HOPEFULLY WE MAKE YOU FEEL GOOD. 


A> 7 <B 
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POPULATION: 18,837 >>>>> POPULATION DURING 
SPRING BREAK: 110,000 or more >>>>> AVERAGE 


TEMPERATURE IN MID-MARCH: The mercury 
in this part of Colorado can go up into the fifties 
‘and even the sixties, but may dip into the teens 
and single digits, >>>>> BEST REASON TO GO: It’s 
cheaper to ski Summit County than Vail or Aspen. 
You can ski four different areas: Keystone, Arapahoe 
Basin, Copper Mountain and Breckenridge, all of 
which are within twenty to thirty minutes of one an- 
other. >>>>> BEST PLACE TO STAY: Breckenridge, with 
its happening night life, abundant restaurants 
and cute bed-and-breakfasts >>>>> ILLEGAL 
DRUG OF CHOICE: Pot >>>>> LOCAL CONCOC- 
TION: Pricey coffee drinks and microbrewed beer 
>>>>¥ WHAT'S OPEN AT 3 A.M.: Nothing. Col- 
orado law forces bars to stop serving at 2 a.m, The 
Denny’s in nearby Silverthorne might be open. >>>» 
FINE FOR UNDERAGE DRINKING: A $100 bond >>>>> 
FINE FOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT: A siso bond and a 
court appearance >>>>> EMERGENCY-ROOM VISITS 
OVER SPRING BREAK: They definitely increase in 
March, when there are more people on the hill, When 


5 spring break — atime when 
pF winter wet suits can be ex- 
chaniged for a dab of zinc oxide. 
Here's where they'll be heading: 
_ >>> Cocoa Beach, Florida: Home to 
thé Ron Jon Surf Shop and surfing, 
legend Kelly Slater; Cocoa Beach, 


all 
provides solid swells that begin far 
offshore and come orashing\in near 
the Canaveral Pier. 
“The Eastetn Surfing Association calls 
Hatteras its mecca because of 
strong waves that break fastand 
‘hollow and water that's warmed by. 
its proximity to the Galf Stream. 


>>> Steamer Lane, Santa Crtlz, Gall-~ 
fornia; This classic break off Light= 
‘house Point sometimes sends waves 
crashing over onlookers who watch. 
from the rocky, cliffike shore, 


there’s powder snow, skiers tend to blow out their 

b knees. >>>>> BEST JUKEBOX BAR: Downstairs at 
THE BONE : 

ComING DOWN : Eric’s, in Breckenridge, where you can get a slice of piz- 


1S ONLY HALF . za and an enormous variety of beers. Eric makes 


CHIVAIVIT OT 


everyone quiet down when South Park is on - it’s set in this area, >>>>> BEST HANGOVER 
BREAKFAST SPOT: The Log Cabin in Frisco, for huevos rancheros, eggs Benedict and the eee etic 
eatenir | barracks hare, 
best crappy coffee in the county >»>>> CELEBRITY QUOTIENT: Christian Coalition presi- surfers willbe viding the swells ina 
dent Don Hodel lives in Silverthorne. >>>>> WORST FORCE OF NATURE: Avalanches >>>>> Sener mee ' 
HOTTEST BIKINI CONTEST: The Eenie Weenie Bikini Contest at Copper Mountain. It can Fs, have tiredlof the pot ates 
get pretty outrageous - one male competitor was cited by the sheriff's office for having fire- ‘sides ofthe US, there's Tamarilo, a 
works go off from his crotch, 5>>> BEST LOCAL SLANG WORD: “Gaper.” IF you consider gunman laevis Hamish 
Calforiathiry yearsago. 


how much time tourists spend gaping at things, the word makes sense. -T. ALEX MILLER _ DAVID DIBENEDET TO 


23» Testle, San Mateo Point Cal 


1982 The tiny Texas beach town of South Padre tsland 
begins hosting spring breakers from Midwestern states. 
From 1984 on, 200,000 students attend each year, at= 
tracted in part by an unusually understanding attitude to- 
ward marijuana on the part of law-enforcement officials. 


1973 Jimmy Buffett releases the 
spring-break anthem "Why Don't We 
Get Drunk (and Screw),’ to long-term 
barroom popularity. 


1983 The'Fort Lau- 
derdale police intraduce 

a spring-break jail, 
complete with college 4 
fashion (bright orange 
pants, FORT LAUDERDALE 
ait T-shirts), TV and un- 
limited phone calls home: 


1965 Elvis Presley stars in "Git! 
Happy,” a Fort Lauderdale movie in 
which he chaperones the vacation- 
ing daughter (Shelley Fabares) of a 
Chicago nightclub owner and 
‘croons ‘Do the Clam." 


1981 Daytona Beach attracts 

200,000 students, overtaking, 
1978 Penrod, a chain of F Fort Lauderdale (200,000) as 
Lauderdale, Daytona Beach and Miami the spring-break capital of 
Beach, invents the wet T-shirt contest. the nation. 


ie pal = \ 
LETS YOU STOP WITH ALL EIGHT WHEELS ON THE . ROLLERBLADE 4, 
GROUND FOR MORE CONTROL AND STABILITY. Na 


“ONLY FROM ROLLERBLADE EXERCISE YOUR SOUL. 
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F:: Lauderdale, the former bas- 


tion of unruly. spring-break be- 
havior, has set its sights on a 
more upscale and fashionable (read: 
gay) market. In January the Conven- 
tion and Visitors Bureau committed 
$40,000 over six months to adver 
ttising in the gay and lesbian press. 
"The beaches are spectacular,” 
says David Alport, publisher of Out 
and About,” the leading gay travel 
_ newsletter, Fort Lauderdale has 
more gay bars and clubs than Miami, 
and shopping and restaurants get 
better every day, he says. "What's 
more,” Alport adds, “ts affordable” = 
much more so than its high-end! 
; neighbor, South Beach. — 
<= | _ Besides fabullousness, 
DA | the town offers what 
| Richard Gray, proprietor 
of the popular bed-and- 
breakfast Royal Palms, 
calls “the comfort factor. 

“Here,” Gray says, "we can kiss, 
hold hands and sunbathe naked. 
We can't do that at a mainstream’ 
destination.” 

Place to avoid: The Cayman 
Islands, where a gay cruise ship 
was,recently denied docking » 
privileges, =TUCKER SHAW 


* Clint Ward explains, “Anyone under twenty-one 


POPULATION DURING SPRING BREAK: In the mid-1980s, close to 350,000 college kids headed annually to what was then 
known as Fort Liquordale. During the past five years, that number has decreased to about 10,000. >>>>> AVERAGE TEM- 


PERATURE IN MID-MARCH: 77 degrees >>>>> BEST REASONS TO GO: The weather, shopping on Las Olas Boulevard and 


anew multistory entertainment complex on Route ArA called Beach Place >>>>> ILLEGAL DRUGS OF CHOICE: Pot and 


ecstasy. GHB is also becoming popular. >>>»> BEST REGIONAL DELICACIES: Conch fritters, Key lime pie and stone 
crabs; seafood at Burt & Jacks, an upscale eatery near Port Everglades; the oysters at Shooters, a lively restaurant on 
the Intercoastal Waterway with outdoor seating (instead of driving, you can dock your boat alongside or take the Fort 
Lauderdale Water Taxi) >>>>> LOCAL cONcoé- 
TION: Rum Runners, made from blackberry 


brandy, 1515 rum, dark rum, light rum, banana 


liqueur, orange juice, pineapple juice and lemon- 
ade >>>>> WHAT'S OPEN AT 3 A.M.: Bermuda Tri- 
angle, the Chili Pepper and Manhattans >>>>> 
FINE FOR UNDERAGE DRINKING: Local detective 


in possession of alcohol is guilty of a misde- 
meanor and can be arrested. That person is ar- 
rested, photographed and fingerprinted. Then it is 
determined whether or not the person can go 
home or to a detention center. Usually they can go 


THE VIEW FROM THE BALCONY: GROUND ZERO ON THE SPRING-BREAK STRIP 


home once a parent or guardian is called.” >>>>> 


them aware of a court date, They might have to pay an additional twenty-five dollars to get out of jail. >>>>> BEST HAP- 
PY HOUR: Downtown bars such as Dicey Riley’s, Tavern 213 and Rush Street >>>>> BEST HANGOVER BREAKFAST SPOT 
The Floridian, on Las Olas Boulevard. The food isn’t always the best, but this place is a landmark. >>>>> THONGS AL- 
LOWED? Yes, and then some. South Floridians generally wear as little as possible, especially near the beach, >>>>> 
CELEBRITY QUOTIENT: Many stars, including Madonna, Gloria Estefan and Julio Iglesias, call this area (mainly near 
Miami) home. Sylvester Stallone and other'celeb fans attend many of the Florida Panthers and Mi- 
ami Heat games. >>>>> WORST FORCE OF NATURE: Hurricane Andrew, in 1992. Also, jellyfish have 
been spotted in high numbers recently. Mosquitoes are a constant, though not a serious problem 
except when there’s a threat of encephalitis. >>>>> HOTTEST BIKINI CONTEST: Candy Store’s’and 


Bootleggers’ >>>>> BEST T-SHIRT SLOGAN: LICK IT. SLAM IT. SUCK IT. -JODIE NEEDLE 
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EINE FOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT: About twenty-five dollars. Offenders receive a Notice to Appear citation, making | 
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"MARCH 1983 Teen rockers No Mercy 
are beaten and jailed by police in| 
“Mexico after partying nearby on South | 
Pade Island. 
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* activated protection that keeps 


Final pit stop. 


Introducing 


Final pit stop. 


9 seconds to refuel, change tires. 
in the pit 


O degree 


Ultra Dry 
from Degree. 


A revolutionary form of body-heat 


you drier than sticks, sprays or gels. 


Ultra Dry. 


The 


Ultimate 


Final pit stop. 
9 seconds to refuel, change tires. 
110 degrees in the pit. 


Degree of 
Protection. 


Final pit stop. 
9 seconds to refuel, change tires. 
110 degrees in the pit. 
Second place. 8 laps to go. 
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HOW tO remove a 


TATTOO 


© you wake up one painfully 

sunny morning after a night on 

the town to discover-a bosomy 
‘mermaid emblazoned on your right 
bicep. This isnt good. Particularly if 
you're an investment banker, But 
there are a few options. 

Little tattoos can be surai- 

cally excised, provicled they 
are smaller than half an inch 
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>>>>> WORST FORCE OF NATURE: Your bladder. Restrooms 


. by half an inch. Larger tattoos are “ 
are scarce. >>>>> HOTTEST BIKINI CONTEST: Spinnaker’s: 


now treated with new “selective 
lasers’ which canlstingushbe- Marla Maples was a winner, and Paula Barbieri is a regular 
tween tattoo pigment and naked 
1 customer. >>>>> BEST SIMULATED-SEX CONTEST: Sharky’ 
In the afternoons, the club hosts contests wherein spring 
breakers pick partners and have a few minutes to simulate 
| sex on the beach. With everyone wearing only swimsuits, 


+ the contest doesn’t leave much to the imagination. As the 


skin. The lasers emit an intense 
beam of light at a frequency that , 
bounces off skin but is absorbed by 
tattoo dye, Dr: Vicki Levine, an as- 
sistant préfessor of dermatology at 
New York University, says that a 
tough tattoo will typically take six 
to ten laser sessions, with a mini- 
mum of six weeks’ healing time be- 
tween sessions, at $300 to $500 a 
pop. She doesn't promise miracles 
*For a big area,” she says, “Td say 
forget it It will take too long, it 

will be too expensive, and it will 
look like shi” -JoSePH HOOPER 


breakers get more drunk, the sex acts become less simulat- 
ed and more real. >>>>> BEST LOCAL SLANG: “She’s so Pam” 
as in, she’s as attractive as Pamela Anderson Lee. >>>>>HO- 
TEL THAT ALLOWS EIGHT PEOPLE TO A ROOM: Oxygen 
Zone, one of the many no-tell motels along Long Beach 
>>>>> HOTEL THAT DOESN'T: Edgewater Beach Resort, one 
of the largest on the beach >>>>> GREAT MOMENT OF 
SPRING-BREAK STUPIDITY: After a long day of drinking 
on the beach, many a frat boy has hopped between hotel bal- 


conies in search of willing women. Several have fallen, hit- 
ting concrete and splattering breakers who had been egging 
them on. Many have been critically injured. Some have 


died. It seemed like a good idea at the time. -TROY ESPE 


DECEMBER 1988 Release 
of "Where the Boys Aren't.” 
an all-women porn version 
of the 1960 film. Connie 
Francis does not perform 
the title song, 


MARCH 28TH, 1986 The Good 
Friday riot breaks out in Palm Springs, 
Californ 
woman ex- 
poses her 
breasts toa 
mob of drunk 
men, who be- 
gin to throw 

|. rocks and tear 
bikini tops off 
frightened women. Two hundred police 
officers in riot gear arrest 100 kids. 
Seventy are sent to the hospital 


APRIL 1986 
Florida state 
Sen, Edgar 
Dunn proposes 
the Balcony 
Bil. The bill, 
‘which never went 
‘anywhere, would 
have allowed hotel 
staff members to 
restrain frisky bal- 
cony climbers until. 
police arrived. 


peg eee 
ILLUSTRATIONS BY SUSAN SYNARSKI 


CONCOCTION: Raw oysters topped with Tabasco sauce, horseradish and cocktail sauce, fol- 
lowed by a beer chaser >>>>» WHAT'S OPEN AT 3 A.M.: What's closed? >>>>> ADDITIONAL 
COPS HIRED DURING SPRING BREAK: Thirty-five >>>>> FINE FOR UNDERAGE DRINKING: 
$175 >>>>> FINE FOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT: $175 >>>>> BEST JUKEBOX BAR: Purple Tur- 
tle, a short walk from the supper clubs (Club la Vela and Spinnaker). It has darts 
and pool tables. >>>>> BEST HANGOVER BREAKFAST SPOT: Waffle House. 
There's one on every corner and usually one in the middle of the block, too. It . 
serves the greasiest food known to hypertension. The bacon, sausage, waffles and 

eggs can coat the most churning stomach. >>>>> THONGS ALLOWED? Encouraged 

5599> CELEBRITY QUOTIENT: Dennis Rodman’s World Tour filmed here last spring. 


MARCH 1989 Daytona 
Beach is overwhelmed by 
400,000 students (double the 
usual number) over three weeks 
(half the usual time). 


POPULATION: 4,710 in Florida’s Panama City Beach, right across the bridge from Panama 
City proper >>>>> POPULATION DURING SPRING BREAK: 550,000 >>9>> AVERAGE TEMPER- 
ATURE IN MID-MARCH: 73 degrees >>>>> EMERGENCY-ROOM VISITS IN MARCH ‘97: 3,767 
sooo» BEST REGIONAL DELICACY: Raw oysters, purported to be an aphrodisiac >>>» LOCAL 


>. ; 


CATCHING UP ON HOMEWORK, STUDENTS FIELD-TEST THE TRICKLE-DOWN THEORY, 


1989 Corporate marketing hits Day- 
tona Beach. Budweiser, AT&T, Playboy, | 
Camel cigarettes and others give | 
away T-shirts and build brand loyalty. 


MARCH 1989 Texas senior Mark Kilroy, 

‘on spring break in South Padre Island, is ab~ 
ducted from Matamoros, Mexico, by a cult 

‘of Satanists. His hody is founda month later 
with its legs severed at the knees, 5 
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100% NYLON SO YOU WON'T 
HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT SHRINKAGE. 


(UNLESS THE WATER'S REALLY COLD.) 


You never know what dangers you'll have to face out there. So we've provided 


some shorts that can take’on just about anything. The Challenger Cargo” water 


4 trunks. Ample, self-draining cargo pockets accommodate whatever you've 
ia 


Chairman Gert Boyle 


brought along. Durable nylon with a wicking Omni-Dry” finish keeps your 


Columbia / 


Sportswear Companys 


lap from turning into a crock pot. And, you'll be pleased to 
note that we've included a mesh brief that fits just as well in the 


middle of the stream as it did on the bank. For the dealer nearest you call }-800-MA BOYLE. www.columbia.com 
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POPULATION DURING SPRING BREAK: Jamaica attracts 1.8 mil- 4 


lion tourists annually; the spring-break influx stands at about 
7,000. >>>>> AVERAGE TEMPERATURE IN MID-MARCH: 85 to 90 
degrees >>>>> BEST REASON TO GO: The music. The less-authen- 
tic clubs cater to the American crowd (you'll be hearing a lot of 
AC/DC and Men at Work), but bring an FM radio and tune it 
to IRIE FM 105 or 107 (it operates on both frequencies), the 
world’s only all-reggae radio station. >>>>» BEST REASON TO 
LEAVE: Women should be aware of the phenomenon known as 
“rent-a-dread.” Virile young men, many but not all sporting 
dreadlocks, often cruise the beaches and the strip in Montego 
Bay. Women traveling alone may find themselves the target of 
numerous advances. >>>>> WHERE TO STAY: The smaller hotels 
and villas in Negril and Montego Bay are more flexible when 
it comes to allowing five people to a room. >>>>> ILLEGAL DRUG 
OF CHOICE: As if anyone needed to ask ~ ganja or herb, the lo- 
cally favored terms for weed. Jamaica Tourist Board brochures 
state that “the use of illegal drugs is prohibited,” but ganja is 
freely sold and smoked in buses, on street corners, even at the 
annual conferences of the two major political parties as the po- 
lice often look on helplessly. >>>>> BEST REGIONAL DELICACIES: 
Mackerel run-down, often served at breakfast with johnny 


DREAD ALERT! 
BEWARE OF 
THE ACKEE 
‘AND PASTY- 

* SKINNED 
GERMANS. 
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MARCH 1991 Palm Springs 
Mayor Sonny Bono bans:the 
thong bikini tn an attempt to 
avoid any more hormone-induced 
riots, Bono 
explains, 
"Personally, 
Tthink they 
look cute, if 
they're not 
creating a 
problem.” 
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cakes (fried dumplings), is made from fish that’s stewed in co- 
conut milk and has a taste that lingers on the palate, leaving one yearning for 
seconds. Ackee, a fleshy yellow fruit that’s poisonous if unripe, is eaten with salted 
cod. >>>>> LOCAL CONCOCTION: A cold Red Stripe beer >>>>> FINE FOR UNDERAGE 
DRINKING: There may be laws against underage drinking, but they are never en- 
forced, >>>>> THONGS ALLOWED? Swimwear is optional, but don’t expect too much 
titillation: The nude sunbathers are often overweight, pasty-skinned Germans. >>>>> 
BEST LOCAL SLANG: Irie, a Rasta term that is hard to translate but loosely means “in 
tune with the vibes”; “cool runnings” has come to replace “walk good” as a way to 


say goodbye. -MICHAEL BECKER 


Nl 


jano40o0020e000000Ugsomo000n0q0000060o00eo00e0s0000U0dNo00oq0000N0000000Ne0ua092ueeDon0oUoNedendoeoootoDoAGusedeedyeoooHoodoepo7Ron0neD9q)40UedoNeduedyedonoanaeeusooAonAAMN 


1996 MTV moves its 

spring-break headquarters 
to Panama City Beach. The 
5,000-resident 


MARCH 1992 More than 400 
Breathalyzer tests performed on Day- 

tonia breakers find that thirty percent of 
them are drunk: Of those, more than half 


¢ et 9 
MARCH 1995 The 
Careers '95 Daytona "poe 
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ObHe? OPLIONS: 
SPriNG Break 


ince the first Alternative 
M Spring Break chapter was 

started at Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity in 1986, more than 100 
official branches have sprung up. 
‘on campuses nationwide. The stu- 
dent-run ASB is one of many vol- 
unteer organizations that mobi- 
lize students to do something, 
useful with their time off, ASB 
works with groups such as Habi- 


coneontsnocaatecenconeroteqdceetecenconeeatad ded dneencconcadetdoneteeenccnsnnnadocdatoeenccanodeTocoetoanecoeendeOonetpeeaccennonetocNeteoenconNGNE 


tat for Humanity and Teach for 
America, as well as Earthwatch, 
which assists scientists in re- 
searching subjects like the tor- 
toise population in Joshua Tree, 
California; Los Nifios, a youth- and 
poverty-assistance group that 
works in towns along the U.S. 
border with Mexico; and Save Our 
Sons and Daughters, a. gang 
intervention group in Detroit. 
Altruism isn't always the focus 
of ASB, One chapter, started at the 
University of North Carolina, has a, 
camp in Missouri's Ozark Mountains 
called Yogafest, where students 
spend a week learning energy heals 
ing, massage therapy and medita- 
tion in between vegetarian meals. 
Duude! —ELIZABETH GARNSEY 


OCKWISE FROM BOTTOM Ri 


1992 Panama City Beach takes over 
as the nation’s spring-break capital, 
attracting 500,000 students, Break- 
ers throng the "Redneck Riviera” be- 
cause of relaxed police attitudes. 


say they're OK to drive, 


a ny 


Beach Job Fair de- 
buts, with seventeen 
companies, including 


‘First Union Bank 


and the US. Secret 
Service, setting up 
interview booths. 
Only 500 students 
show up to check 
‘out career options. 


ee 
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town with twenty- 
seven niles of 
white-sand beach 
receives 550,000 
visitors, many 
attracted by the 
filming. 
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GET put Your Raphael aioe lee 


NICURVEL 


A SMALL FLOTILLA OF ROPED-TOGETHER HOUSEBOATS 


bobs up and down in a tranquil cove under a spankingly clear 
(a> blue sky, On the deck of one boat, a wet-haired brunette in a 


floral-pattern bikini reaches out to her friend, a blonde in a 


black thong bikini. Pulling aside one of the flaps of the 


blonde’s bikini top, the woman nuzzles the exposed nipple as the kids on the surround- 


ing boats start to clap and cheer. g “It’s all you! It’s all you!” a young man shouts. The 
two women kiss, separate, tuck their hair behind their ears for the video camera and then 


re-engage. When the wet-haired woman pulls down her friend’s thong and 


aggressively kisses her be- 
tween the legs, the kids on the 


nearby boats whoop their ap-~* 


proval, but they also take care 
not to block the camera, 

The setting is Copper Can- 
yon, on the,Colorado River in 
San Bernardino County, Cali- 
fornia, The canyon sits in a se- 
cluded cove fringed by high 
cliffs on the western shore of 
the man-made Lake Havasu, 
which straddles the California- 
Arizona border. The city of 
Lake Havasu, Arizona, is best 


known as home to the rebuilt 


London Bridge, and also for the 
fact that it’s America’s hottest 
city, temperaturewise. For 
spring breakers, however, Cop- 
per Canyon has a different 
claim to fame: It is the ama- 
teur-porn capital of the West. 
“When'the partying starts 
going on on top of the house- 
boats, it gets X-rated, it gets 
girl-girl and it starts at spring- 
break time,” says George Mar- 
tin, owner of GM Video in Se- 
dona, Arizona. Martin has 
been taping parties in the Lake 
Havasu area for eleven years 
and offers scores of titles, such 
as Spring Break, Parker Dam '97 
and Lake Havasu Wet TeA Par- 
ty 1992. There are roughly a 
dozen video companies that 
shoot the racy parties held in 
Copper Canyon during spring 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY SUSAN SYNARSKI 


bothered: “The Indians think 
it’s great. They sit up on the 
cliffs and watch all the white 
folks have a good time.” 

Some of the folks who have 
made the trip to Copper Can- 
yon include several profes- 
sional porn actors, such 
as the legendary Ron 
Jeremy and Candi 
Apples. For the 
most part, however, 
when sex does oc- 
cur it’s strictly ama- 
teur. “These women 
aren’t Playboy models or 
mainstream porno actresses,” 
says a Copper Canyon visitor 
from Chicago who has seen 
the action up close. “There's 
an everyday quality, like 
you're watching your neigh- 
bors across the apartment 
complex. The fact that these 
aren’t your average porn stars 
makes it more exciting,” 

Since last year’s spring 
break, police have roped off 
Copper Canyon to boat traffic, 
forcing the party downriver 
toward Parker Dam and upriv- 
er to another hidden Arizona 


Welcome bo Suche Havasu, Re cmctaue-parn capital af apiiny biveck, 


break and on holiday week- 
ends, including Memorial 
Day, the Fourth of July and 
Labor Day. 

One former Pasadena City 
College student, visiting for 
spring break in 1996, stumbled 
across a boatful of camera- 
armed nude partyers. “There 
was this one girl on top of this 
guy, like horsy-back riding,” he 
says. “He was nude, and she 
was nude, and when she fell 
over she was totally exposed.” 
According to this witness, 
most of the college crowd at 
Copper Canyon comes from 


Arizona State University, 
USC, UCLA and other 
schools in California, Utah 
and Nevada. 

Until recently, the canyon’s 
seclusion protected revelers 
from harassment by police. 
“We've had the police tell us, 
‘We don’t care what goes on at 
Copper Canyon - just don’t 
bring that stuff outside where 
there’s young kids,’” says Mar- 
tin. The only threat to the par- 
ties’ isolation, then, are the lo- 
cal Chemehuevi Indians, 
whose tribal lands abut the can- 
yon. Martin claims they're not 


location, known as the Sand- 
bar. Martin has been charged 
by San Bernardino County 
Prosecutor Michael Abacherli 
with soliciting to engage in 
lewd conduct. Abacherli did 
not return phone calls seeking 
comment. A preliminary 
hearing is scheduled for the 
end of March. 

Despite the controversy, 
spring breakers are still expect- 
ing some raunchy revelry. 
“Copper Canyon is dying out,” 
says the former Pasadena City 
College student. “But Sandbar 
is up-and-coming.” % 
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MY raVvorite Mix tape 


LISA LOEB 
1) "Badge" (Cream) 
2) "Brandy" (Look- 
ing Glass) 
3) "Reach Out of 
the Darkness” 
(Friend and Lover) 
4) "Star" (David Bowie) 
5) "We Got the Beat” (the Go-Go's) 
6) “Just Like Heaven” (the Cure) 
7) "High and Dry" (Radiohead) 
8) "Always Something There to Re- 
mind Me” (Sandie Shaw) 
9) "So Lonely” (the Police) 
10) Anything by Yma Sumac from 
“Voice of Xtabay" 


CHINO MORENO 
OF THE 
DEFTONES 
1) “Altar of Sacri- 
fice” (Slayer) 
2) "FVIK" (Bad Brains) 
3) "Message in'a Bottle" (the Police) 
4) "Crazy" (Patsy Cline) 
5) "My Hero" (Foo 
Fighters) 
6) “Home” (Depeche 
Mode) 
7) “Little Man What 
Now?" (Morrissey) 
8) "The Pod” (Hum) 
9) "Legs" (PJ Harvey) 
10) "Prayers for Rain" (the Cure) 


LORD TARIQ 

AND PETER 

GUNZ 

1) "Black Cow” 
(Steely Dan) 

2) "Deja Vu (Up- 
town Baby)" (Lord Tarid and 
Peter Gunz) 

3) "If 1 Was Your Girlfriend" (Prince) 

4) "Mo Money Mo Problems” (the No- 
toriotis BIG, featuring Puff Daddy) 

5) "Mama Said Knock’You Out" 
(LL Cool J) 

6)"We Trying to Stay Alive” (Wyclef 
Jean and the Refugee Allstars) 

7) "Mona Lisa” (Slick Rick) 

8) "Throw Ya Gunz” (Onyx) 

9) "Gone Till November" 
(Wyclef Jean) 

10) "Rock On” (David Essex) 

11) "1999" (Prince) 


ICE CUBE 
1) "Living for the City" 
(Stevie Wonder) 
2) "What's Going On" 
(Marvin Gaye) 
3) "Welcome to the Terrordome” 
(Public Enemy), 
4) "Knee Deep (Not Just)" (Funkadelic) 
5) “Flash Light" (Parliament) 
6) "More Bounce to the Ounce" (Zapp) 
7) “Payback” (James Brown) 
8) "Rapper's Delight" (Sugarhill Gang) 
9) "Sucker M.C’s" (Run-DMC) 
10) "Fuck tha Police” (NWA), 
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edit multimedia on your PC.” 
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THE CHEMICAL MOTHER 
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On her new album, Madonna is overly arty, showoffy, infuriating and near brilliant 


RAY OF LIGHT 
Madonna 


WARNER BROS./MAVERICK 


HE GETS KNOCKED UP, BUT 
she gets down again: Meet the 
latest brand-new Madonna, 
the Chemical Mother. Ray of 

Light is her maternity album as well as 

her avant-dance album, riding the 

electronica wave with her new collab- 
orator, U.K. beat master William Or- 
bit. She’s not exactly subtle about it, 
either. In just the first song, “Drowned 
World/Substitute for Love,” Madon- 
na throws in trip-hop drum loops, 
jungle snares, string samples and 
pointless computer bleeps (lots of 
those). She shows off all these trin- 
kets from her expensive collection of 
electronica gimmicks as if she’s un- 
packing her shopping bags after a day 
at the outlet malls and she doesn’t 
even care if they clash. “Drowned 

World” comes:on loud, tacky and ri- 

diculous, but it lets Madonna do what 

she does best: show off. 

“Drowned World” makes a perfect 
introduction to Ray of Light in all its 
contradictions - Madonna sings about 
how motherhood rescued her from 
meaningless celebrity life, while the 
music garishly celebrates the vulgar 
excesses of fortune and fame. But more 
to the point, it’s a great song - and Our 
Lady hasn’t assembled this many 
songs worth her time since 1989's Like a 
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Prayer, ‘Thus far in the Nineties, Madon- 
na has let her music grow long on con- 
cept, short on emotion. Her recent al- 
bums had their moments, but they were 
too abstract and chilly to sound much 
like the Madonna of “Angel” or “Cher- 
ish.” And her Evita soundtrack - well, 
it recalled those late Laverne and Shirley 
episodes where they let Carmine 
Ragusa sing show tunes. It was sad to 
hear Madonna belt “Don’t Cry for Me, 
Argentina” on the radio she’d once 
tuled, coming back humbled as a short- 
er Celine Dion. 

As an experimental dance album, 
Ray of Light is fairly useless., William 
Orbit doesn’t know enough tricks to fill 
a whole CD, so he repeats himself 
something fierce; his most annoying tic 
is a spaceship-bleep button that he 
presses compulsively from song to 
song. But since this is a Madonna al- 
bum, Orbit’s rinky-dink sound effects 
have a definite charm; subtlety has nev- 
er been her friend, and Orbit’s over- 
dressed sonics help Madonna wring 
gripping music out of her motherhood 
concept. Some fans feared that mater- 
nity would mellow her out, although 
those of us with Catholic moms 
weren't too worried. But'she’s positive- 
ly ferocious in, the first three tracks. 
“Drowned World,” “Swim” and “Ray 
of Light” glide across the samessinuous 
midtempo grdove, decorated with a 
surprising amount of Oasis-style rock 
guitar and way too many gaudy synth 
noises, while Madonna seethes with 
the disco passion she’s been too cool to 
bother with lately. She hits similar 
peaks throughout the album, especially 
the arctic melancholy of “Frozen” and 
the spacey, utterly convincing lullaby 
for her daughter, “Little Star.” 

For all its erratic brilliance, Ray of 
Light has plenty of sluggish moments. 
Madonna still hasn’t unlearned her 
Evita voice lessons, which means her 
diction can get painfully prissy; on 
“Drowned World,” she enunciates the 
word lovers as if she’s never met any. 
She keeps preaching about her new 
spiritual consciousness, and while I 
would gladly sit still for Madonna’s in- 
vestment advice, she’d rather drop true 
mathematics about karma and fate, 
where her expertise is a bit shakier. 
“Sky Fits Heaven” takes its text froma 
Gap ad, which is at least an interesting 
place to seek the secrets of the universe, 
but “Shanti/Ashtangi,” where Madon- 
na chants verse from the Yoga Tara- 
vali, sounds facile down here in the 
matérial world, especially since for all 
the faux Indian trappings it sounds like 
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THE PILLAGE 


Cappadonna 
EPIC/RAZOR SHARP 


aks 
HEAVYMENTAL 
Killah Priest 
curren 

’ 

VERY DYNASTY LOOKS TO PERPETUATE IT- 
Es andas these two debuts suggest, Wu- 
Tang Clanisnodifferent. Throughout the trou- 
bled middle of the hip-hop Nineties, as the 
Clan builtits international empire of New York 
uncommercial commerciality, guys like Killah 
Priest and Cappadonna showed up at the stu- 
dio on time,/providing the odd group choruses 


Devo's version of “Working in the Coal 
Mine.” Madonna spends too much of 
the album slowing down the tempo in 
her quest for God, but God probably 
prefers “Into the Groove,” just like the 
rest of us, 

Ray of Light isn’t quite the trium- 
phant musical comeback her fans 
were praying novenas for. She hasn't 
regained her genius for the crass, lin- 
ear pop hook, and the Eighties Ma- 
donna of high-energy beats and wise- 
ass bravado is gone forever - that 
show is over, say goodbye. Instead, 
Ray of Light sums up the best we can 
expect from Madonna at this late date: 
overly arty, occasionally catchy, con- 
fused, secondhand, infuriating and 
great fun in spite of herself, She doesn’t 
seem to have a clear idea of what she 
wants to say about motherhood, other 
than that it’s the sort of intense expe- 
rience that happens to a special person 
like Madonna. But that’s all it takes to 
get her emotions going, and passion- 
ate peaks like “Drowned World” and 
“Little Star” remind you that for all 
the years Madonna has spent chasing 
art, class and fashion, the reason we 
still care about her eccentricities is the 
emotion in her music; all her desper- 
ately chic decor can’t hide her rock & 
roll heart. We’ve all already forgotten 
the Sex book, the nose ring, the gold 
tooth. But we'll always swoon for the 
lovesick Italian girl who sang “Crazy 
for You.” You can hear that voice on 
Ray 8f Light. ° 


and guest raps for the Clan’s off-kilter music. 
Now come their crooked close-ups. Creative, , 
headstrong, singular and endlessly peculiar, 
both place themselves in the hands of young- 
generation Clan producers like True Master 
and 4th Disciple. Priest and Cappadonnaalso 
collaborate with established masters Genius 
and RZA, respectively, adding more luster to 
what Cappadonna calls their“Wu pedigrees.” 
Killah Priest, smoothly rapping over a pris- 
tine nineteenth-century piano figure and a 
faintly simmering drum track, excoriates 
those he takes to be “fake MCs” on Heavy- 
Mental. “I've burned thousands already,’ he 
boasts, decreeing that “too many rappers in 
the East wanna be gangstas” and “too many 
gangstas in the West wanna be rappers.’ He 
brooks no Hollywood flash or playa high jinks; 
he’sonaMessianic trip, opening HeavyMental 
with “One Step,’ a gospel-infused testament 
urging unity and progress, gussied up with ref- 
erences to the Bible and American history. 
On “Cross My Heart,” he goes strong against 
a wound-up True Master track that twists 
grooves like Play-Doh. But Killah Priest grad- 
ually spaces out on HeayyMental, blurring his 
focus, ending up not with a rich, history-mind- 
ed documentary of his concerns but, instead, 
analbum thatmerely creates a decent vibe. 
On The Pillage, Cappadonna triumphs 
with strategies that are as weird as mustard 
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VAN HALEN tll 


Van Halen 
WARNER BROS 


HIS IS A TALE OF THREE VOCAL- 
Gey and the guitar player who 
hired them. Van Halen I (1978-85): 
David Lee Roth was a bozo who could- 
n’t sing, but at least he was entertain- 
ing. Van Halen II (1985-96): Sammy 


Hagar was a bozo who could sing, but 
his by-the-numbers songwriting made 
Roth sound positively profound. 
Which brings us to Van Halen III 
(1997-2), and new singer and lyricist 
Gary Cherone. Formerly of middling 
arena-rock band Extreme, Cherone 
sounds disconcertingly like Hagar, 
full of spleen-busting bluster and inca- 
pable of understatement, Though Van 
Halen III is conspicuously lacking in 


THE NEXT WAVE OF WU-TANG ? 


on pasta. He enters with grand cragginess, 
lithely rapping on his loping, brass-flecked 
“Slang Editorial” and remaining as lively 
throughout “Pillage,” a track that sounds as 
though producer Goldfinghaz’s three-year- 
old is messing with the console. You're not 
sure what to make of them; these two songs 
might introduce anything. Then, producing 
“Run? RZA swings on board, erecting key- 
board scaffolding and ladders high above the 
drumbeats. Cappadonna really gets in the 
zone. On tracks like “Blood on Blood War” 
and the somewhat slower “MCF,” he cele- 
brates Wu-Tang as RZA devises nervous 
grooves made of sweetness, finesse, synco- 
pation and countless fast-minded mathe- 
matical calibrations. True Master is as 
magnetically strange as RZA on “Supa Nin- 
jaz,’ which features U-God, Method Man 
and a background of “rock the body, body.” 
And, whether howling out the title of the 
ur-wack ballad “Oh Donna” ofrapping above 
the wonderfully deafening, lawn-chair groove 
of*Check foraNigga,fortherestofthealbum 
Cappadonna keeps coming with his notion of 
today’s hit parade. He even rewrites and 
rewires “Shaft” on “Black Boy.” Where Killah 
Priestattemptsalofty personathatalmost pre- 
sides above the Clan universe, Cappadonna is 
down with the franchise. It's all deeply, weirdly, 
lovably odd. It's Wu. -JAMES HUNTER 


the frat-boy tomdroolery that so ena- 
mored Roth and Hagar to fans, it still 
contains its share of baying at the 
moon, “Press against your lips,” Che- 
rone heaves as he closes in on a one- 
night stand in “From Afar,” “taste the 
sweetness of your breath.” 

Every Van Halen singer has had the 
extreme good fortune to be associated 
with one of the virtuoso pop-mmusic tal- 
ents of the last twenty years, guitarist 
Eddie Van Halen, who has learned how 
to put his six-string artillery in the ser- 
vice of an increasingly broad tange of 
songs. But ever since the commercial 
breakthrough of 1984, his ambitions have 
outrun his band’s ability to execute them. 
Cherone has one speed as a singer on III 
— pained exertion — and longtime bassist 
Michael Anthony and drummer Alex 
Van Halen sound as though they’re lum- 
bering at any tempo. When the band 
plays it heavy, it mires itself in a Seven- 
ties tar pit, with only the chorus of 
“Without You” achieving any sort of 
pop resonance. Instead, the most thrill- 
ing moments are when Eddie Van Halen 
waves goodbye to the songs with his glo- 
tiously warped solos or when he aban- 
dons the notion of hard rock altogether. 
“Once” is an ambient piano-and-synth 
track with a lonely guitar circling over- 
head, and “How Many Say I” finds the 
guitarist singing in a disarmingly appeal- 
ing, nicotine-stained voice over a moody 
piano melody. One can only hope this 
last number is a prelude to Eddie Van Ha- 
len I: The Solo Album. -GREG KOT 
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KK segue links the ambient noise of the | 


Available at all 


CAMELOT 


CHUMBAWAMBA 
TUBTHUMPER 


“1 get knocked down, but I get up again, 
you’re never going to keep me down.” 


TUBTHUMPING 


The #1 International Smash Hit 


includes 


AMNESIA 


“Do you suffer from 
long-term memory loss?” 


ON TOUR NOW 


CHUMBAWAMBA 


stores 


www.chumba.com 


NEW ROCK opening cut, “Airport Rock,” with | 
Buffalo Daughter “Super Blooper,” an eight-minute jam 


GRAND ROYAL 


IKE THEIR COMPATRIOTS PIZZI- 
Ges Fivé and Cornelius, the mem- 


bers of Japan's Buffalo Daughter have | 


a gift for willful innocence: No matter 
how much Americana they consume 
and recycle ~ be it Seventies funk, Six- 
ties TV commercials or Eighties old- 
school rap - it always comes out 
sounding blissfully fresh. After two 
Japanese albums, their 1996 U.S. debut, 
Captain Vapour Athletes, blended sam- 
ples, surf guitar and analog technology 
into a raucous, wonderful mess. 

With New Rock, Buffalo Daughter — 
vocalist and guitarist Sugar Yoshina- 
ga, bassist and keyboardist Yumiko 
Ohno, and DJ Moog Yamamoto - 


craft an even noisier bricolage. Dron- | 


ing synthesizers play counterpoint to 
squawking seagulls, gurgling water 
and other found sounds; guitar distor- 
tion scrapes across hip-hop beats and 
furious turntable tricks (check out 
Moog’s wicked scratches on “Great 


fazan sues We 


Ka 
12 BAR BLUES 


Scott Weiland 
ATLANTIC 


AYBE IT'S A LITTLE EARLY FOR SCOTT 
Weiland to be going the solo way. He's 
made only three albums with Stone Temple Pi- 
lots; things were getting real interesting with 
the freak-pop kicks of 1996's Tiny Music... 
Songs From the Vatican Gift Shop. The singer 
hasn't entirely digested his influences, either. 
There are telltale tracks of David Bowie, the 
BeatlesandthesoloJohnLennonallover12Bar 
Blues. And at times Weiland is blessed with too 
much inspiration. In “About Nothing,” he 
wedges a spaghetti-western sound-effects 
bridge into the knockout mix of pinched-dis- 
tortion sleaze and cracked-crystal yocal har- 
monies. It’s as if, after four years of drug- and 
STP-related crises, Weiland wants to cram as. 
much life ashe can into his nextlast chance. 
But that urgency and energy count for alot. 


One of the best things about 12 Bar Blues is its 


Five Lakes”). One especially sleek | so new. 


SCOTT WEILAND’S FASCINATING MESS 


featuring a chipper Yoshinaga reciting 


airline-safety procedures. In less» 


skilled hands, all this rampant silli- 


New Rock @Butfalo Davghter 


ness might result in stale pastiche. In- 
stead, it coheres like a sonic soufflé: 
richly indulgent and filled with un- 
expected flavors. When Yoshinaga 
chants “No new rock!” it’s less a com- 
plaint than a victory cheer, because 
Buffalo Daughter make old rock sound 
-NEVA CHONIN 


heady, willfully messy momentum. You can al- 
most feel Weiland hugging the rails as he ca- 
reens from pop-science sound games in “Cool 
Kiss” and “Jimmy Was a Stimulator” (cheese- 
ball beat boxes, scuzzed-up synths) to the 
plain-spoken, plainly sung “Son” (“You make 
the world a better place to find”) and the smart 
alterna-glam grooming of “Mockingbird Girl” 
Vocally, Weiland has backed away from the 
big-rock anguish of STP hits like “Plush”; he 
sings in high-pitched close-up over the plastic 
static of the guitarsin “Desperation #5." Andin 
“Barbarella,” a clever spinoff from Bowie's 
“Rock'n'Roll Suicide,’ the band shuts down for 
averse as Weiland plays the hapless rock-star 
fuck-up with believable self-loathing: “Grab a 
scale and guess the weight of all the pain I've 
given with my name/I'ma selfish piece of shit” 

Even when Weiland seems to throw words 
and music together justto see what sticks —like 
the great nonsense couplet in “Barbarella,” 
“You sing the pink love fuzz/And dance the 
musty queer” ~ he makes a potent kind of 
sense. Ricocheting from art noise to mad pop, 
free association to outright confession, 12 Bar 
Bluesisarecord aboutlooking for reason, about 
negotiating abalance betweenrational obliga- 
tion and excited, often destructive, impulse. 
“The Date” - a slow ballad that sounds as 
though Weiland dippedthe tapeinanacidbath 
during mixing -isjust Weiland on vocals andall 
instruments, screaming at the end like a guy 
wearing all his mistakes on his shoulders and 
keentoshake’emoffatthefirst sign of daylight. 

12 Bar Blues isn't really a rock album, or 
evena pop album. Weiland, out on his own, 
has simply made anhonest album —honest in 
its confusion, ambition and indulgence. It 
was worth the risk. -DAVID FRICKE 
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The Mavericks 


MCA NASHVILLE 


VER THE YEARS, NASHVILLE 

has seen its share of renegades 
storm the palace gates from the rock 
flank, only to be rebuffed. On their 
consistently entertaining fifth album, 
Trampoline, the Mavericks win the war 
- not by force, but with seduction. The 
band is as polished and stylized as the 
overseers of the country-pop assembly 
line could hope for, but while Trampo- 
lirie finds the Mavericks dishing out 
breezy, lovelorn melodies, they’re also 
sneaking, a lot of genuinely eclectic 
weirdness past the oblivious gatekeep- 
ers: mariachi trumpets, Latin rhythms, 
Sixties Brit-pop melodies, electric sitar, 
high-reverb guitar obligatos from the 
Duane Eddy school and other smooth- 
ly integrated oddments. 

The fact is, with a singer like Raul 
Malo, the Mavericks could ingratiate 
themselves with an album of Slayer 
covers. Malo opens his trilly, operatic 
tenor full throttle in “To Be With You,” 
invoking the paranoia and grandeur of 
Roy Orbison circa “It’s Over.” While 
there’s faintly discernible irony in the 

‘Mavericks’ recherché pop and vaguely 
Vegas-y country, it’s undeniable that 
they really care far this stuff, buffing it 


to a craftsmanlike high gloss. So while | 
they’re slick, the Mavericks aren’t ex- 
actly glib or schmaltzy. 

For Trampoline, the band was joined 
by a studio-filling roll call of Nashville’s 
finest - including horn players galore 
and a string session eighteen members 
strong - for a pop-orchestral blowout 
the likes of which hasn’t been heard 
since Orbison’s days on the Monument | 
label. The Mavericks sound downright 
baroque on “I Hope You Want Me 
Too,” which brings together disparate 


2 eM averreks & 
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genres, decades and continents on a toe- 
tapping tune that might make the Top 
Forty in a more ecumenical age. Kudos 
to Al Anderson, late of NRBQ, whose 
three co-writes with Malo provide 
some of the disc’s liveliest fluff, espe- 


cially the classy-cheesy Fifties retro of 
“Someone Should Tell Her.” Trampoline 


| reaches its bounciest peak with “Save a 


Prayer,” a gospel-blues breakdown that 
Elvis himself would have torn up in his 
heyday, -PARKE PUTERBAUGH 


Kak 


ATIN MUSIC HAS ONCE AGAIN 
popped up as an official attraction 
in the pop-culture theme park, appear- 
ing everywhere from the Spice Girls’ 
“Spice Up Your Life” to those kooky 
cocktail-music compilations. Anyone 
interested in getting past these hybrids 
and into the music’s timeless rhythms 
would do well to check out the excel- 
ently funky The Afro-Latin Groove: iSa- 
broso! Its eighteen vintage tracks visit 
late-night cross-cultural jams, swank 
ballrooms where Tito Puente entertains 
for tuxedoed dancers, and kitchens 
where the specialty is “Fried Neck 
Bones and Some Home Fries.” 
iSabroso! focuses on the underappre- 
ciated golden age of rhythm and soul 
inspired by Dizzy Gillespie's revolu- 
tionary Afro-Cuban big band of the 
late Forties. That band proved it was 
possible to graft serious improvisation 
onto pulses suitable for dancing, and 


| by the mid-Fifties big dance orches- 
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tras (such as the one led by percus- 
sionist/vocalist Machito, represented 
here with 1954's “Relax and Mambo”) 


and jazz-leaning small groups were , 


FUINTUIUNS 


(AYRVITES 
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tearing up polite ballroom mambo. 
iSabroso! captures the best of these re- 
workings, including taut ensemble in- 
terplay (Mongo Santamaria’s “Sweet 
"Tater Pie”) and stunningly articulate 
jazz playing (1966’s “Picadillo,” which 
finds the taciturn vibraphonist Cal 
Tjader sparring with extroverted 
pianist Eddie Palmieri). Though there 
are a few great vocal performances 
here - notably Cheo Feliciano fronting 
the Joe Cuba Sextet on “Salsa y Bem- 
be” - it is those fiery and timeless 


rhythms, executed with superhuman 


restraint, that make iSabroso! worth sa- 
-TOM MOON 


voring. 


kkk 
CHARGE IT 2 DA GAME 
Silkk the Shocker 


No LimiT 


UST HOW DID A FORMER NEW OR- 
leans street hustler ~ Master P - with 

‘a bayou-country twang and a whiny 
groan become rap music’s most influ- 
ential icon not named Puffy? The an- 
swer, as the second album from P’s 
baby brother Silkk the Shocker demon- 
strates, is by taking gangsta gaudiness 
+ to its most entertaining extremes. 


dharge/lt2 Da Game_) 


= 


Silldk’s up-tempo vocals lack the charis- 
mia of his older brother’s Bon Scott- 
meets-Tupac Shakur warble, But 
' Charge It 2 Da Game succeeds when it 
adheres to No Limit Records’ signature 
stripped-down beats, melodic hooks 
and ruffneck melodramatics - and 
when it avoids ill-advised remakes such 
as “Just Be Straight With Me,” which 
loots from the S.O.S. Band, The dizzy- 
‘ing “I’m a Soldier” and “Throw Your 
Hood Up” feature Silkk excitedly pro- 
fessing his own badness alongside 
guests Mia X, Mystikal and Snoop 
Doggy Dogg, But just when you think 
the rah-rah posturing can’t get more ab- 
surd, the siblings drop “If I Don’t Got- 
ta,” a prettily sculpted expression of re- 
gret, “I don’t wanna be here if I don’t 
gotta,” rhymes Silkk. “My weed habit is 
so close to snorting powder/Got a few 
bitches/But it’s all about a dollar/And 
they don’t holla unless you movin’ nar- 
cota. .,.” Not exactly traditional fami- 
ly values, but the song provides at least 
one lesson: Real tough guys need not 
shout tobe heard. -CHAIRMAN MAO 


tek tok 
SKULL ORCHARD 


Jon Langford 
sucar rece 


Gee JON LANGFORD ROSE OUT 
Boiss caintatoinloweeceuatihe date 
Seventies with his band, the Mekons, 
the singer and guitarist’s disdain for 


SILKK THE SHOCKER TAKES GANGSTA GAUDINESS TO ITS MOST EN 


everything from punk-rock dictates 
(he was country before country was 
cool) to record-company politics (the 
Mekons have blown through at least 
eleven labels) has made him the un- 
derlord of contrarian pop. A well-re- 
garded painter and entertaining stage 
drunk, Langford’s many talents have 
lured his loyal following through 
many a side project, from the Waco 
Brothers to the Pine Valley Cosmo- 
nauts. His latest, a “debut” solo al- 
bum, pairs fiddle and accordion with 
bristly guitar and Langford’s gruff yet 
harmonious vocals, recalling the Me- 
kons’ balance of old-time pub sing- 
alongs, stinging punk-rock sarcasm 
and populist politics. The only real 
differences here are Langford’s clean- 
er delivery (less drunken banter and 
sloppy studio shenanigans) and a pro- 
nounced seafaring theme, apparent in 
songs such as “Inside the Whale” and 
“Pill Sailor.” “They shut down the 
docks/Throwh our lives on the rocks,” 
he sings in a salty northern-English 
brogue. “But my good eye is wander- 
ing still/Past the pubs where I fes- 
tered all day.” Another rowdy master- 


piece. -LORRAINE ALI 
tok ke 

APLEA FOR TENDERNESS 

Dump 


ORINKMAN 


Bi DAY HE'S JAMES MCNEW, 
hard-working Yo La Tengo bass- 
.ist, but at night he becomes Dump, 
the one-man indie-rock hit machine, 
using a cheap tape deck to overdub 
himself into a love-unlimited orches- 
tra. On A Plea for Tenderness, Dump 
rambles playfully through jagged gui- 
tar grooves, swirling keyboards and 
intimately melodic ballads, testifying 
to the joy and pain of record collectors 
in love. “So Long” revels in the gooey 
Pet Sounds slop that nobody ever gets 
right, eight minutes of organ drone 
and frazzled guitar, and yet it has as 
much heart as the totally sincere cov- 
er of the disco classic “Everlasting 
Love” - McNew sounds as though he 
really does believe in everlasting love, 
and he’s-quite happy to make a holy 
fool of himself in telling the world 
about it. -ROB SHEFFIELD 


kK 
MOONLIGHTING: RECORDED LIVE 
AT THE ASH GROVE 

Van Dyke Parks 


WARNER DROS 


OONLIGHTING: RECORDED LIVE 
M:: the Ash Grove is Van Dyke 
Parks live, Parks at his most playful 
and intimate, Parks singing his 
waltzes and his soca tunes and Uncle 


Remus songs in a way that makes 
them 4s accessible and mischievously 
funny as the more genial creations of 
the songwriter’s old friend Randy 
Newman. If Parks’ songs are imbued 
with a Garrison Keilloresque love of 
front-parlor Americana that occasion- 
ally borders on the arcane, never has 
this sainted eccentric (backed by a 
twelve-piece string section) sounded 
more hummably tuneful than on 
Moonlighting: Recorded Live at the Ash 
Grove’s reworkings of “Cowboy” 
(from 1989's Tokyo Rose) and “Sail 
Away” (from Orange Crate Art, Parks’ 
overlooked 1995 collaboration with 
Brian Wilson) - or even on the al- 
bum’s heavenly reading of John Hart- 
ford’s “Delta Queen Waltz.” Give 
Moonlighting a chance to work on you, 
and you will surely begin to glimpse 
what such Van Dyke Parks devotees 
as the High Llamas see in his genteel, 
erudite music, -BARNEY HOSKYNS 
kkk 

FORMICA BLUES 

Mono 

EeHO/MERCURY 


|ORMER BJORK AND MASSIVE AT- 
Frat collaborator Martin Virgo and 
so-called breathy ingénue Siobhan De 
Maré - a k a the British duo Mono - 
have named their debut album well. 
Formica Blues is equal parts moody and 
ptefabricated, with a glossy finish that 
reflects the duo’s love for setting Six- 
ties pop to electronic beats. The Por- 
tishead comparisons are inevitable, 
but Mono’s palette features brighter 
colors than that of their Bristol, Eng- 
land, peers. The opening track (and 
the disc’s first single), “Life In Mono,” 


samples a very James Bond-like snip- | 


pet from John Barry’s “The Ipcress 
File,” embellished by Virgo’s languid 
trip-hop arrangements and De Maré’s 
enticing, albeit self-conscious, croon. 
“Slimcea Girl” and “High Life” bor- 
row heavily from the Bacharach/ 
Spector school of bleating horns, lay- 
ered vocals and baroque production 
values. Calling Formica Blues deriva- 
tive isn't a slam. Creative appropria- 
tion is Mono’s forte, and the results 
are seductive enough to stand on their 
own. -NEVA CHONIN 


kak 
TERRAFORM 
Shellac 


S NCE BREAKING UP HIS HUGELY 
influential noise band, Big Black, 
in 1987, Steve Albini has become more 
famous for his denunciations of the 
record industry and for his production 
work - for Nirvana, PJ Harvey, Bush 


TERTAINING EXTREMES. 


and, most recently, Jimmy Page and 
Robert Plant - than for his own music. 
But he has quietly managed to keep a 
band going, too, and on their second 
full-length album, Shellac continue to 
make exceedingly precise music in 
which silence counts as much as 
noise, and the rhythms (courtesy of 
bassist Bob Weston and drummer 
Todd Trainer) are wound as tight as 
industrial-strength springs. What 
surprises on Terraform are the fleeting 
moments of lyrical beauty: Steve Al- 


bini singing about heaven and angels 
on “This Is a Picture” is infinitely 
mare. shoelsineythauiibialiecuee 
smeared walls of “House Full of Gar- 
bage.” -IVAN KREILKAMA, 


ak ke 
THE LAW OF THE LAND: EXCURSIONS 
INTO DRUM-AND-BASS 


TWRIVEsSIRE 


We LISTENING TO “THE LAW 
of the Land - yet another re- 
| spectable city-spanning roundup of 
some of the bigger names in the Unit- 
ed States jungle underground - you'd 
think that playing the synthesizer is a 
major American pastime, Tracks like 
Red Ore’s “Country” and Jamie Myer- 
son's remix of “Listen” are so swamped 
| in keyboard noises that the intricate 
| .break beats and dubwise bass lines be- 
neath them sound almost incidental. 
Asa result, the Law of the Land compi- 
lation can often feel too crisp and un- 
cluttered, too far removed from the 
thrilling compositional rush that the 
best jungle inspires. Which isn’t to 
say that things never get hard-core: 
The overlapping beat mazes of Dj Ab- 
stract’s “Invisible Lines,” the strings- 
and-screams urban nightmare of Pish 
Posh’s “Corrupt Cops” and the abrupt 
rhythmic mood swings of Dog Eat 
Dog’s “Step Right In” (which features 
intermittent looped patter from Wu- 
Tang Clan’s RZA) offer persuasive 
incentives to keep our ears tuned 
stateside. -JOSH KUN 


‘A multimedia versionof Recordings can befound at 
‘wonezalingstene com and on America Online (keyword: Rolling Stone). 
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THE MAN — ' 
IN THE IRON MASK 
Gyngnimia sy 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Jeremy Irons, 
Gerard Depardieu, John Malkovich 


and Gabriel Byrne 


ndall Wallace 


UNITED ARTISTS 


RING ME THEIR HEADS,” DE~ 

crees Leonardo DiCaprio in 

J ‘Thé-Man in the Iron Mask. Is the 
new king of Hollywood pout- 

ing because academy voters snubbed his 
acting in Titanié, leaving him home 
alone on Oscar night? Hardly. Ever since, 
that box-office juggernaut supersized his 

“ heartthrob status, DiCaprio has been 
dreaming up ways to debunk himself as 
ahunk. Mash provides a hell of a start. As 

King Louis XIV, the evil French mon- 

arch who wants the loyal D’Artagnan 

(Gabriel Byrne) to kill fellow muske- 

teers Aramis (Jeremy Irons), Athos 

QVohn Malkovich) and Porthos (Gerard 

Depardieu), DiCaprio spoofs himself 

royally as a petulant brat dweeb. 

The Man in the Iron Mask, directed and 
adapted from the Alexandre Dumas 
novel by Braveheart writer Randall Wal- 
lace, is an international-casting package 
that can reduce you to laughter on the 
basis of the accents alone. The trailer 
sounds like a broadcast from the Tower 
of Babel. Byrne does his brooding Irish 
number, Irons is British and clipped, 
and Malkovich speaks in the flat tones 
of the American Midwest. They make 
Depardieu, who actually is French, seem 
out of place. Where did these musket- 
eers meet ~ Club Med? 

Then there's the Hollywood-born Di- 
Caprio. Decked out in stacked heels, 
plumed hats and poofy shirts, he plays 
the boy king like a surfer dude in glitter- 
rock drag. The dud 1993 remake of Du- 
mas’ Three Musketeers didn’t provide half 
as much fun, but at least co-stars Charlie 
Sheen, Kiefer Sutherland and the ever- 
callow Chris O’Donnell sounded like 
they shared the same go210 ZIP code. 


| WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY ) 
| 


Faced with rioters in seventeenth-centu- 
ry Paris, King Leo retorts, “Shoot them,” 
with all the majesty of a teen video-game 
freak. DiCaprio gets de-prissified to play 
Philippe, the good twin whom the king 
has locked in the Bastille. But the iron 
mask that Philippe is forced to wear lim- 
its DiCaprio’s chances for cuteness until 
the musketeers pull a brother switch. 
Got that? No matter. You can always 
watch the more-intelligible 1939 film ver- 
sion, directed in high style by James 
Whale, Meanwhile, here's DiCaprio 
cast as a tyrannical fop who persecutes 
his subjects, seduces the Lady Christine 
Qudith Godreche) and, instead of dying 
for love ~ like DiCaprio’s characters in 
Titanic and Romeo and Juliet - tries to save 
his skinny ass. Mask will probably open 
big - fans will see their object of desire in 
anything once. My guess is there won't 
be many repeat viewings, though. Leo- 


A NEW ROLE FORTHE “TITANIC” STAR WHOM OSCAR FORGOT 


MOVIES 


Will playing a fop French king save Leonardo DiCaprio from being the Man in the Teen-Idol Mask? 


nardo loyalists will merely go back to de- 
constructing Titanic, 

Not a bad idea. Was DiCaprio right to 
fear that Titanic might trap him as the 
man in the teen-idol mask? Was he ever. 
Titanic repeat business - running at 
twenty percent, when two percent is the 
norm ~ is credited mostly to DiCaprio. 
His Titanic co-star Kate Winslet is no- 


NOW PLAYIN 


BY PETER: 
TR4SVERS. 


where to be found on the list of stars who 
make top money for film exhibitors; Di- 
| Caprio ranks Number Three. Two 
books on the twenty-three-year-old par- 
ty boy are best sellers - Leonardo: Scrap- 
book in Words and Pictures and Leonardo 
DiCaprio: Modern-Day Romeo - in which 
we learn that the six-foot, 140-pound Leo 
(his preferred nickname) likes pasta, 
| hates drugs, bites his nails and says his 
biggest wish is “to save the environment 
and live in peace.” 

DiCaprio is too good an actor for this 
male-pinup crap. He's always fought it. 
| Look at his pre-Titanic roles: Robert De 
Niro’s tormented stepson in This Boy’s 
Life, Johnny Depp's retarded brother in 
What's Eating Gilbert Grape (for which he 
was nominated for a’94 Oscar), Mark 
Wahlberg's junkie teammate in The Bas: 
ketball Diaries, Diane Keaton’s pyrom: 
| niac nephew in Marvin's Room. Even Di- 
Caprio’s failures as the kid gunhand for 
Sharon Stone in The Quick and the Dead 
and as the gay French poet Arthur Rim; 
baud in Total Eclipse showed a laudable 
desire to flaunt convention, Romeo and 
Juliet brought him closer to the romantic 
mold, but how like DiCaprio to do an 
MTV take on the Bard, 

Titanic quashed the maverick in Di- 
Caprio. As the young artist Jack Daw- 
| son, he was earnest, nonthreatening. At- 
tracted to Winslet’s upper-crust Rose, 
penniless Jack helps free her spirit from 
the corsets of society, gentles her into 
self-awareness, lets her make the first 
move (“Put your hands on me, Jack”) 
and dies for her love. It’s not hard to fig- 
ure why every teenage girl on the planet 
is paying rent at the multiplex. 

Titanic director James Cameron says 
that DiCaprio balked at the perceived 
one-dimensionality of his role. A few 
critics balked, too. The academy, which 


IN A HOLLYWOOD WORLD OF SINKING SHIPS, IRON 
masks and uncalled-for sequels ~ what possessed 


Tommy Lee Jones to spinoff The Fugitive into U.S. Marshals, and without Harrison Ford? - you've 
got to hunt for the unhyped and the unhackneyed, Start with Taste of Cherry, brilliant filmmak- 
ing from world-class Iranian director Abbas Kiarostami that turns the story of aman contem- 
plating suicide (Homayoun Ershadi) into something stirring and humane. Questions of mortal- 
ity also ignite the potent and poetic Fireworks (Hana-Bi), in which Japanese writer, director, 
editor and star Takeshi Kitano — he plays a brutal cop whose wife is dying - penetrates violent 
darkness to findits grieving heart. Director Marleen Gorris only seems to be treading gentler 
ground in Mrs, Dalloway, a stunning adaptation by Eileen Atkins of the 1925 Virginia Woolf noy- 
el, in which Vanessa Redgrave gives one of her greatest performances, as a wealthy London 


housewife whose repressed memories of love’and war collide on one eventful day. 


ILLUSTRATION BY MICHAEL WITTE 
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lavished fourteen nominations on Titan- 
icatally unequaled since All About Eve, 
in 1950 ~ failed to award a fifteenth, to 
DiCaprio. The brushoff was front-page 
news (right). TEENS WEEP AS DI- 
CAPRIO SNUBBED, said one tabloid, 
which tagged him LEONARDO DILOS- 
ER. Titanic haters, who can’t fathom 
why this waterlogged weepie is on 
course for a record gross of $1 billion, felt 
vindicated. For them, Leo didn't get the 
nod for one reason: He didn’t deserve it. 
Me, I think he did deserve it, just as 
Titanic - despite banal dialogue - merits 
the Best Picture prize for its haunting 
blend of fact and fic- 
tion, Genuine roman- 
tic longing, of the kind 
DiCaprio achieves as 
Jack Dawson, is a rari- 
ty onscreen. Bogart 
had it in Casablanca. 
* Ditto Cary Grant in 
An Affair to Remember 
and Robert Redford in 
The Way We Were. 
None won an Oscar, 
though each star had 
rarely been more mem- 
orable. Younger actors usually shy away 
from showing naked emotion, thinking 
it uncool. James Dean was an exception 
in East of Eden, as was River Phoenix in 
My Ownh Private Idaho. In Titanic, Di- 


ALSO DISSED BY 


WE ALL HAVE FAVORITES THAT 
didn’t make the cut. I would have liked a 
Best Picture nomination for Paul 
Thomas Anderson’s Boogie Nights, act- 
ing nods to Johnny Depp and Al Pacino 
(Donnie Brasco), screenwriting acknowl- 
edgments to Neil LaBute (In the Compa- 
ny of Men) and Kevin - 
Smith (Chasing Amy), 
and a place on the di- 
recting honor roll for 
John Woo (Face/Off). 
Somebody loses; that’s 
the game. Fair enough. 
But when it comes to 
academy recognition 
of diversity in age, race, 
politics, sexual orienta- 
tion and foreign voices 
outside the official 
channels, “fair” has yet 
to enter the picture. 
For starters,.it does 
not pay to be young. 
Of the twenty acting 
nominees, only Kate 
Winslet (Titanic) and 
those Good Will Hunt- 
ing lovers, Matt Damon and Minnie 
Driver, are under thirty. Mark Wahlberg 
hit the reject pile for his acclaimed turn 
as a porn star in Boogie Nights. Word is 
his foot-long prosthetic dick turned off 
conservative voters. Sex kills if you're 
young and want a nomination. Look at 
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Christina Ricci 
“THE ICE STORM” 


Top: Osear hecdlines. Above: The hunk 
turns twit for "Mask” director Wallace. 


Rupert Everett (with Julia Roberts) 
“MY BEST FRIEND'S WEDDING” 


Caprio aims for that 
same kind of romantic 


right. That’s why he’s 
an object of fantasy, no 
matter how much he 
hates it. DiCaprio in- 
vests Jack Dawson 
with grace notes that 
the Titanic scrift never imagined. That's 
acting. It sure beats the juvenilia of 
spoofing himself as a twit in an iron 
mask. If golden-boy Oscar can’t see the 
difference, well, bring me his head. 


THE ACADEMY... 


Christina Ricci, 18, in Ang Lee’s The Ice 
Storm = great performance, great movie, 
both ignored by an academy that pre- 
sumably didn’t like watching Ricci get 
groped by Elijah Wood, 17. 

‘Australians didn’t get a “g’day” from 
Oscar, either. Russell Crowe and Guy 
Pearce ignited onscreen 
in L.A. Confidential, but 
the only acting nomi- 
nation for this critics’ 
darling of a Chinatown 
wanna-be went to Kim 
Basinger for Best Sup- 
porting Actress. Maybe 
the academy didn’t like 
two Aussies pretending 
to be L.A. cops. : 

The academy liked 
it fine, though, when 
Greg Kinnear pre- 
tended to be gay in As 
Good As It Gets; he 
won a nomination as 
Best Supporting Ac- 
tor, which the openly 
gay Rupert Everett did 
not for his comic in- 
spiration in My Best Friend’s Wedding. 
Did voters think Everett wasn’t really 
acting, or did they rest easier with the 
fact that Kinnear’s deepest relationship 
was with his dog, while Everett had an 
active sex life outside of his platonic 
bonding with Julia Roberts? > 


MISTAD™ 


YOU'RE IN AN OSCAR POOL, AND IT'S NOT 
enough to watch Hollywood kiss its own ass on 
March 23rd while you hurl insults - you want 
“to win. Questions nag: Will anyone under thir- 
ty snag an acting Oscar? Don't bet oniit. Is 
there a Titanic backlash? Detractors note that 
no movie since The Sound of Music in1965 has 
won Best Picture without a screenplay nomi- 
nation (cheese-ball dialogue cost Titanic that 
one). To which | say: Those same cynics had 
predicted doom for Titanic - now second only 
to Star Wars at the U.S. box office. The rules 
and the gloves are off. Here's the inside dish: 


BEST PICTURE 


nobility. No tricks, | As Good As It Gets 
Just simplicity backed | The Full Monty 

up by unstinting feel- | Good Will Hunting 
ing, It’s a bitch to'get | L-A. Confidential 
right. DiCaprio gets it | Titanic 


Scratch As Good As It Gets, which is fun, 


but not as good as all that. The Full Monty is a 
low-budget gem, but indie flicks were in last 
year. L.A. Confidential, a box-office letdown 
that took all the critics’ awards, packs the 
snob appeal that can turn off academy voters. 
That leaves Good Will Hunting, a canny blend 
of fresh talent - stars Matt Damon and Ben 
Affleck are favored to win Best Screenplay - 
and old-fashioned heart. Can Good Will sink 
Titanic? Not if Oscar stands by its jones for 
epics (so far in the Nineties, Dances With 
Wolves, Schindler's List, Braveheart and The 
English Patient have all won). Bet on: Titanic. 


BEST ACTOR 
Matt Damon, Good Will Hunting 
Robert Duvall, The Apostle 

Peter Fonda, Ulee’s Gold 

Dustin Hoffman, Wag the Dog 
Jack Nicholson, As Good As It Gets 


Damon, 27,is up against four veteran com- 


petitors with an average age of sixty-one. 
And you wonder why Leonardo DiCaprio 
didn’t get nominated? Hoffman shines ina 
political satire, nota favorite academy genre. 
Duvall stands a better chance, since he also 
wrote, directed and financed The Apostle - 
Oscar loves a go-getter. But Duvall has won 
before, as has the popular Nicholson. That 
leaves first-time nominee Fonda. No matter 
that few voters saw his indie film. A Fonda 
win would give his family the Triple Crown - 
Henry, Jane and Peter would make Oscar 
history. Bet on: Fonda. 


BEST ACTRESS 

Helena Bonharn-Carter, 

The Wings of the Dove 

Julie Christie, Afterglow 

Judi Dench, Mrs. Brown 

Helen Hunt, As Good As It Gets 
Kate Winslet, Titanic 


Four Brits against one American, The last 


time that happened, local girl Marisa Tomei 
made good with My Cousin Vinny. So Hunt 
could take the prize for a hit comedy that 


OSCAR TIP SHEET 


| 


provesher TV successis no fluke. Christie has 
already won (for Darling), Winsletis tootyoung 
(twenty-two), and Bonham-Carter broke an 
unwritten rule (she got pubic-hair naked). That 
leavesstage legend Dame Judi Dench, Beton: 
Dench there really is nthinglike Dame. 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR 

Robert Forster, Jackie Brown 
Anthony Hopkins, Amistad 

Greg Kinnear, As Good As It Gets 
Burt Reynolds, Boogie Nights 

Robin Williams, Good Will Hunting 


For Sixties relic Forster, the nomination is 
thereward, And Hopkinsisridingadeadhorse: 
Steven Spielberg's near-shut-out Amistad. 
Kinnear has the most sympathetic role in the 
bunch - that's good for an edge. But wait asec, 
voters: Four-time nominee Williams has never 
won the damn thing, and he's riding a wave of 
good will as the shrink who tells Matt Damon, 
“It's not your fault.” We all love hearing that. 
Still, !'dratherhearold-proReynoldsdeliveran 
acceptance speech for giving the perform- 
ance of his lifeas a sleazemeisterina movie he 
didn’t even like. Hollywood can't resist that 
kind of self-flagellation. Bet on: Reynolds. 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 
Kim Basinger, L.A. Confidential 
Joan Cusack, In and Out 
Minnie Driver, Good Will Hunting 
Julianne Moore, Boogie Nights 
Gloria Stuart, Titanic 

Driver is along for the ride. The divine Cu- 
sack is in a comedy, which Oscar rarely ap- 
preciates. The voters still don't know what a 
talent Moore is -ifthey'dseenher indie work 
in Vanya on 42nd Street and Safe, they'd be 
carrying her to victory on their shoulders. 
That makes it a two-filly race. Basinger, 45, 
played an over-the-hill hooker with enough 
passion to make the academy forget it had 
written her offasan over-the-hill actress. Stu- 
art, 87, is the soul of Titanic and the ultimate 
comeback queen - she hasn't had a major 
film role since 1944, Bet on: Stuart or Ba- 
singer - even money and your call. 


BEST DIRECTOR 

James Cameron, Titanic 

Peter Cattaneo, The Full Monty 
Atom Egoyan, The Sweet Hereafter 
Curtis Hanson, L.A. Confidential 


| Gus Van Sant, Good Will Hunting 


Hanson is the only real competition for 
Cameron in case a Titanic backlash kicks in. 
Cameron yells a lot, which gives him a bad 
rep with actors, who make up the largest vot- 
ing branch. Cameron spends a lot - Titanic 
costarecord $200 million - which grates on 
studio execs (they vote, too). Then again, 
Cameron gave backhisdirectorsalary when 
Titanic went over budget. Now the suits want 
to make amends to the fierce talent who di- 
rected the best Hollywood epic in decades. 
Start with an Oscar. Bet on: Cameron. 
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When it comes to foreign films, the 
academy inanely leaves the choosing to 
individual countries. That’s'one reason 
you won't find controversial films from 
Iran (Taste of Cherry), Egypt (Destiny) 
and Hong Kong (Happy Together) on the 
list.'Another reason is cowardice. 

For real neglect, check the academy’s 
shameful record with blacks. Djimon 
Hounsou won raves in Amistad for play- 
ing the slave who rebelled against his op- 
pressors, Yet the only acting nomination 
went to Anthony Hopkins, as the white 


man who helped the slaves in court. The | 


bias extended to writer and director Kasi 
Lemmons, whose debut film, Eve's Bay- 
ou, emerged as acritical and popular suc- 


cess and featured award-worthy portray- | 


als from Samuel L.. Jackson and Debbie 
Morgan. Jackson, one of the best actors 
alive, was also ignored for Jackie Brown, 
as was Pam Grier in the title role, al- 
though she had earned a Best Actress 
nomination from her peers in the Screen 
Actors Guild. Whether it’s superstar 
Will Smith (Men in Black) or character- 
actress supreme Irma P. Hall (Soul Food), 
academy reaction to Hollywood's black 
talent is the same: nada, 


ON’T EXPECT THIS SWEATY 
erotic thriller, set around the Flori- 
da Everglades, to figure in next year’s 
Oscars. But connoisseurs of camp will 
thrill as prim Neve Campbell smokes 
demon weed, swills booze and strips for 


a sexual three-way in a scene that gives | 


new meaning to the phrase party of five. 

Campbell plays Suzie Toller, who is 
“swamp trash” in the eyes of her high 
school guidance counselor, Sam Lom- 


bardo (Matt Dillon), and her wealthy 


classmate Kelly Van Ryan (Denise 


Richards). But when Kelly accuses Sam | 


of rape and Suzie is called into court to 
testify about Sam's character, the plot 
shifts into sexual blackmail and mur- 
der. Detective Ray Duquette (Kevin 
Bacon) snoops around with his partner, 
Gloria Perez, played demurely by that 
Rent firecracker Daphne Rubin-Vega. 
Demure behavior is otherwise in 
short supply. Ditto logic. The script by 
Stephen Peters contorts itself into posi- 
tions the characters don’t even try in 


Neve Campbell and Denise Richards play wet and wild things. 


| 
| 
| ockerdon Bon oul tales atm atan acting career. 
| 
| 


bed. Indie director John McNaughton 
(Henry: Portrait of a Serial Killer; Normal 
| Life) is clearly slumming with all this 
sin in the sun. And enjoying himself, 
too. The cast goes with the sleazy flow, 
especially Bill Murray as Sam's shyster 
lawyer. To twist a classic Murray line 
from Tootsie: This is one nutty swamp. 


OCK STARS DIP INTO MOVIES 
with the same attitude they apply 
to groupie sex - good for a quick thrill, 
not the long haul. Jon Bon Jovi is an ex- 
ception. He had an engaging bit in 
| Moonlight and Valentino in 1995 and damn 
| near steals the upcoming Ed Burns film, 
| No Looking Back, in a supporting role. 
| Bon Jovi takes center stage in The Lead- 
| ing Man, playing Robin Grange, a cocky 
American movie star out to prove him- 
self as a serious actor on the London 
| stage. Aussie director John Duigan (Flirt- 
ing, Sirens), working with a modestly 
| clever script by his sister Virginia, gives 
| Bon Jovi little more than a sketch for a 
| character. Yet Bon Jovi fleshes out the 
role with rare poise and magnetism. 
| Most stars from other media want to 
be loved onscreen and 
therefore choose sympa- 
thetic parts» Robin is a 
charming prick at times, 
but he is a prick nonethe- 
less, and that’s how Bon 
Jovi plays him. He lets us 
see Robin’s subtle skill atv 
manipulation. Flattering 
| the playwright Felix Webb 
| (Lambert Wilson) to fatten 
up his role is just a start for 
Robin. Seeing that the un- 
happily married Felix is hot 
and heavy with the play’s 
leading lady, Hilary Rule 
| (the excellent Thandie Newton), Robin 
offers to seduce Felix’s wife, Elena 
| (Anna Galiena). That way the neglect- 
| ed wife and mother won't be so strick- 
en when Felix leaves her. Robin also 
comes on to Hilary to cover all the sex- 
ual bases. He’s a user, and watching 
him get his comeuppance provides dev- 
ilish fun. Watching Bon Jovi ease into 
an acting career is even more of a kick. 
He’s no Oscar contender yet, but he’s 
no joke, either. The kid from New Jer- 
sey is now thirty-six and on his way. @ 


[Cont from 46] touch with God.” This 
says, “No interpreter necessary.” 

What are your earliest memories of 

growing up on the Six Nations Reservation? 

These were the luckiest people in the 
world to me. They had a relationship 
with the elements that was magical. 

They knew how to do things under- 

water, take things out of the ground. You 

peel off this root, suck on this thing - I'd 

never tasted that before. I’d be walking 

with my cousins, All of a sudden, one of 
them would jump and snap off a branch 
from a tree, pull out a knife and, within 
seconds, make one of the most beautiful 
weapons you'd ever seen. 
And when this was over, everybody 
goes and makes music, There’s a fire and 
* singing and dancing. I didn’t see the 
problem here. 

It was tit Six Nations that you first heard 
Hank Williams and Lefty Frizzell songs - 
which seems strange, that you would hear 
white cowboy music in that setting. 

They referred to it as country music. 
And they lived in the country. They 
didn’t think of it as cowboys and Indi- 
ans, When you would play games as a 
kid, everybody was Indians. The cow- 
boys were invisible people hiding on the 
other side of the hill. And the Indians 
never lost [laughs]. 


1998 The Gilet Company” 


dian reservation life dawn on you? 

When I was told these were unfor- 
tunate people, I was like, “I don’t get 
that. These people drink water that 
tastes sweet, like honey, out of the 
ground.” As I got older, I began to un- 
derstand. When I went back to Six Na- 
tions with the PBS people, they fol- 
lowed me back to this little house 
where I used to live. I lived there with 
my mom, my aunt and uncle, and they 
had twelve kids - all in this house. I 
don’t remember being crowded. 

But I went back, and one of my cous- 
ins still lives there. He still has no 
plumbing. There’s an antenna on top of 
this little house, and I asked him in the 
documentary, “You got a TV? When 
did this happen?” He goes, “Maybe ten 
years ago.” It was that long before TV 
even came into the place. 

What kinds of pop music interest you now? 
You have a long association with American 
historical music, but you’re turning up on rec- 
ords with Howie B. and DJ Premier. 

It’s so interesting to me what’s hap- 
pened over the years with the expansion 
of hip-hop. Years ago, when I first heard 
Massive Attack, I thought, “It’s great. 
People are trying this stuff, opening up.” 

I’ve been listening to the Verve record 
[Urban Hymns]. And there’s a couple of 
cuts on this Timbaland and Magoo 


record [Welcome fo Our World]. Tim | I haven't read it yet. I’ve surrounded 


When did the tragedy of American In- | Mosley [a k a Timbaland], he’s a tal- 


ented guy. He does some ferocious beats. 
What do you think of the new Bob Dyl- 
an album? 
T haven't heard the record. I’ve only 
heard a couple of cuts on the radio. What 
T heard sounded interesting to me. But 


it’s not where I’m drawn now. I spent a | 


lot of time in that neighborhood already. 
I know these stories. But it is not where 
my curiosity lies. 

TKere’s a Dylan quote from 1965, when 
you first started playing with him. He said 
that you were “the only mathematical guitar 
genius that I’ve ever run into who does not 
offend my intestinal nervousness with his 
rear-guard sound.” Do you have any idea 


| what he was talking about? 


Phew, Jesus, that sounds like it could 
be drug-induced [laughs]. When I first 
started playing with him, he used to give 
me way too many solos - I thought. 
He'd sing a verse and then look at me. 
I'd play a solo. He'd sing a verse, look at 
me again, and I'd play a solo. And I'd 
think, “What is this? Sing the song.” 

He'd still have another twenty verses to go. 

Yeah. And I'm making this song real 
long by playing these solos. But he liked 
the power of this thing, this skanky gui- 
tar that I was playing at the time. 

What did you think of “Invisible Re- 
public,” Greil Marcus’ book on the “Base- 
ment Tapes”? 


myself with native material during this 
| project. But I’m sure he’s got some inter- 
| esting observations. 

Did you imagine, when Dylan and the 
Band made those recordings in 1967, that 
they would be the subject of rabbinical study 
thirty years later? 

No. This was the discovery of the 
| clubhouse method. I wanted to have a 
place where the guys in the Band could 
all go every day. We could hang out, we 
could eat, we could play music, we could 
play checkers, Then Bob started coming 
over and hanging out. It all felt so re- 
laxed. Because this house was out in a 
field, in the middle of nowhere. 

You were in the house with one light on 
and smoke coming out ofthe chimney. 


+ Yeah. What we were doing seemed so 


| inside, We would do these songs and fall 
| on the floor laughing. Or we would say, 
“Boy, this sounds like it could be turned 
| into something,” There were even things 
that were slightly embarrassing, It was 
private. And when they got out in the be- 
ginning, everybody was real uptight. It 
| was like somebody got your diary. 

After that, it became a recording style 
of people saying, “I'll make my own at- 
mosphere.” When I did some work 
| with U2 in Dublin on my first solo al- 
| bum, they were recording at a house. 
When I went in, the first thing they 
said was, “Familiar?” Guess we know 
where this came from. 
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[Cont. from 53] taken over by a gangster 


chief named Ramazan Causchi who | 


preferred to be called the Sultan. 
At least 14,000 more Albanians 
crossed the Adriatic Sea in comman- 


dered boats, 1,200 of them squashed | 


into a single purloined freighter. 
President Sali Berisha himself stole a 
ferry to send his son and daughter to 
Brindisi, Italy. Prison guards deserted, 


ang 600 inmates broke out of Tirana’s 


central prison. Among the escapees 
was Fatos Nano, the head of Albania’s 
Communist - now Socialist, please - 
party. (Nano exhibited the pattern of 
recidivism common to ex-convicts by 
campaigning hard during Albania’s 


elections in June 1997. He is now | 


prime minister.) 
USS. Marines and Italian commandos 


evacuated foreign nationals by heli- | 


copter. Humanitarian aid ceased. The 


International Committee of the Red | 


Cross threw up its hands. “This is al- 
most like Somalia,” said the deputy head 
of the ICRC office in Budapest, Hun- 
gary. In four months more than 1,500 


people died and tens of thousands were | 


injured. Theft slipped into pillage. The 
whole railroad to Montenegro was 
stolen - the track torn up and sold for 
scrap. Pillage degenerated into vandal- 
ism. Schools, museums and hospitals 
were wrecked, And vandalism reached 
heroic scale, Bridges were demolished, 
water-supply pumping stations were 
blown apart, power lines and telephone 
wires were pulled down. Albania came 
to bits. An entire nation was destroyed 
by a chain letter. 


The OSCE troops arrived in April | 


1997, in their scout cars and personnel 
carriers. The situation in Albania was 
so bad that having Italians tooling 
around in armor-plated vehicles actual- 
ly made the streets safer. Now, after 10 
p.m. in Tirana, everything was quiet. 
No, not quiét. There was continual gun- 
fire coming from the maze of Tirana’s 
back streets. And the gunfire set off all 
of Tirana’s dogs. As a result I spent the 
night thinking, first, about stray 
Kalashnikov slugs and the Hotel 
Tirana's nearly floor-to-ceiling win- 
dows, “Gosh, I wish I had a room on a 
lower floor.” Then thinking, about 
what a really large number of loud dogs 
Tirana has, “Gosh, I wish I had a room 
ona higher floor.” I ended up back on 
the balcony bar, fully exposed to both 
the bullets and the barking, but at least 
they had gin. 

Tirana was not quiet at night, but it 
was invisible. Nothing moved on the 
main streets. And most of the town’s 
electricity was out so I couldn’t see it 
moving anyway. I gazed into a Stygian 
void where just an occasional tracer shell 
made a brief arc against the night sky. 
Make a wish? 


3. THE BUNKERS OF ALBANIA 


1 HAD ARRIVED AT THE COUNTRY’S 
only airport - it has one runway and a 
small, shabby, whitewashed concrete 
terminal building with a random 
| planting of flowers outside. It’s the 
kind of place you land when you go to 
a bad resort - a very bad resort, consid- 
ering all the OSCE helicopter gun- 
| ships on the tarmac. 

There were no visa or immigration 
formalities; presumably, few people 
were trying to sneak into Albania to 
glom welfare benefits. Customs agents 
did run my bag through an X-ray, how- 
ever. With all the ordnance available in 
Albania, it’s hard to imagine what they 
were looking for. Pro-gun-control liter- 
ature, maybe, 

Elmaz met me in the lobby. He said 
Tirana was thirty minutes away. We 
drove toward town on a four-lane turn- 
pike that - “Five kilometers long,” said 
| Elmaz - promptly ended. “Is only high- 
way in country,” said Elmaz. The buck- 
led, pitted two-lane road that followed 
was full of cars, horse carts and military 
trucks - the usual traffic mix in the poor 
ends of the Mediterranean. But Albania 
has so many wrecked cars that all the 
horse carts are fitted with automobile 
seats, some with center consoles and 
luxurious upholstery. 

The landscape also looked like the 
Mediterranean usual, a'little too sun- 
baked and scenery-filled for its own 
| good. But the fields were only half- 
sown in midsummer, and out in those 
fields and up along the hillsides were 
hundreds of cement hemispheres. Each 
dome was about eight feet across and 
| had a slit along the base. All the slits 
faced the road. It seemed to be an enor- 
mous collection of unimaginative giant 
penny banks. # 

These are self-defense bunkers. Elmaz 4] 
said there are 150,000 of them in the coun- 
try. They are everywhere you look. They 
are Albania’s salient visual feature. The 
shop at the Hotel Tirana sells alabaster 
miniatures as souvenirs - model igloos, 
though the gun slots seem to indicate 
flounder-shaped Eskimos. In the cities, 
some of the bunkers have cement flower 
planters molded onto their tops, a rare 
conjunction of war and gardening, Larg- 
er bunkers appear along the beaches and 
at other strategic spots. The mountains 
are riddled with fortified tunnels, and 
even the stakes in Albania’s vineyards 
are topped with metal spikes so that 
paratroopers will be impaled if they try 
to land among the grapevines. 

Enver Hoxha ordered all this after the 
Soviet Union’s 1968 invasion of Czecho- 
slovakia. He was sure Albania was 
going to be invaded, too. Hoxha called 
for“... war against imperialism, against 
| the bourgeoisie, social democrats, na- 
| tional chauvinists and modern revision- 
| ists... They hurl all sorts of foul invec- 
tives onus. This gladdens us and we say: 


Let them go to it! Our mountains soar 
up higher and higher!” 

In the end, the pillboxes were no use 
against the force that actually invaded 
Albania, which was the force of ideas ~ 
lousy ideas, to judge by what Elmaz 
showed me during the next week. El- 
maz was studying to be a veterinarian. 
Everything had been stolen from his 
school ~ books, drugs, lab equipment, 
even parts of the buildings themselves. 
“We are without windows, without 
doors,” said Elmaz. “We study with 
only desks and walls.” The desks had 
been stolen, too, but the faculty had 
found them in local flea markets and 
bought them back. “All the horses we 
have were shot,” said Elmaz. 

Across the road from the veterinary 
school was a collective farm that once 
had 5,000 cattle. “They stole 5,000 cows!” 
I said, amazed at the sheer get-along-lit- 
tle-doggie virtuosity needed to rustle a 
herd that size'in Albanian traffic. 

“No,no, no,” said Elmaz, “they could 
sever steal so many cows in 1997.” 

“How come?” 

_ “Because they were all stolen in 1992.” 

The next day we drove forty kilome- 
ters west of Tirana to Durres, passing a 
complex of greenhouses from which 
both houses and green had been re- 


moved, We saw two summer palaces: 


King Zog had built for himself, com- 
pletely ransacked. Someone had tried to 
take the very paint off the walls, 

Durres is Albania’s busiest port. And 
in that port were exactly two ships, One 
was a Chinese-built destroyer that had 
been “bought” from the Albanian navy. 
At any rate, $6,000 had changed hands. 
Now the Khajdj was a disco, paneled in- 

‘side with the same rough wood used in 
the beer halls and gambling hells:of 
Tirana’s Youth Park. Something had 
gone wrong in the bilge, however, and 
the Khajdi was listing so far to starboard 
that you felt you’d had more than 
enough to drink the moment you 
stepped inside, Business was bad, the 
proprietor reported, 

The other ship was a beached 
freighter missing hawsers, hatches, port- 

|. holes and anything elée that could be 
filched, including anchors. A couple of 
men had shimmied up the foremast and 
were trying to pry a brass knob off the 
top. A gang of boys ran around the deck 
playing pirates or, if you think about it, 
hot actually playing. Technically speak- 
ing, they were pirates. 

Even the animals in the Tirana zoo 
had been stolen. The monkeys were 
gone from ménkey island. The aviary 
was empty of birds. All the large rumi- 
nants had been “eaten,” said Elmaz. 
Only two lions, a tiger and a wolf re- 
mained in captivity, No one had had 
the guts to steal them. Although sever- 
al young men seemed to be gearing up 
to the task. The bars on the wolf’s cage 
had been pried back. One young man 
stuck his hand inside, [Cont. on 84] 
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public nudity at Mardi Gras, spring break, 
beaches & more~ $16.50 - Exclusive! 
Pamela Lee Anderson Secret 
Tapes Uncensored $29,95 
Phone 818-886-1714 


 2.Musician’s Friend FREE 
3, Contiki Travel FREE 
4a, Asia Blue Catalog $4.00 
b, Japanese Video 51495 
The Black Dog, FREE 
3. Books On Tape 


4 
5, 
6 


Ta, Satori Catalog $5.00 
Tb, Satori Video & Catalog $14.95 
8, Lelsure Time Catalog $4.95 
a. Body Shock Catalog $4.00 


Address 


city 


9b, Video Sampler $16.50 
‘9c. Pamela Lee Anderson Video $29.95 
HANDLING CHARGE: 


State 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


Telephone 


CLASSIRIED 


ADOPTION 


Doctor Dad & Stay at home Mom will provide a 
home filed with love, & every opportunity for your 
child. Please call Rhonda & Larry 1-800-561-8483 


“Two caring Dads! We are Jim & Mike a devoted 
‘ay couple wishing to adopt. We will provide 
Tove, understanding, financial security, and 
loving grandparents. Please call us at home 
1-800-557-7636. We will listen. 


“Attractive, financially secure CA couple with love to 
sive, wish to adope white newborn baby. Will help 
wich expenses. Working with CA agency; legal. We 
can give yout baby a wonderful future. Please 

Diane or Gene toll free at 1-800-484-2742, code 5587, 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


"SAFE SEX-GET PAID” ® MEN 18-45yrs 
+ $1,000/wk Cash! FREE "BlackBook" offer. AllStates. 
‘All Races. Private: 215-602-2292 or safesexgerpaid.com 


‘SUMMER 98: ZOOS that imprison endan- 

gered Species will be Closed! We need $9$ & 
~ “People Globally, herp:/pandareleasefund.org 

Halquist PO 1754 Kihei, HI 96753 (808)2763262 


WANTED: Men 18-50 yrs. GET PAID FOR 
SAFE SEX! Lonely women will pay for your 
intimate services. Really! Up to $1,000/wk!! 

Find out How: 1-473-407-8219 18+ LD Toll , 


AUTOMOTIVE 


CARS FOR $100?Seized/Sold Locally this Month. 
Imports, Domestics, 4x45, Computers, Cell Phones. 
Call NOW Toll FREE 1-800-522-2730 x2002 


$1,000'S WEEKLY Mailing Burglar Alarm 
Advertisements! Free Supplies/Postage! SASE: 
RBMRS, POB 759, Lake Zurich, IL 60047 


EARN BIG MONEY. Owning your own internet 
or 900# business. Call 1-800-35-SATURN 
Wwwwsaturncommunications.com 


HOME TYPIST, PC users needed. 


$45,000 income potential. 
Call 1-800-513-4343 Ext. B-7617 


BIRKENSTOCK. 


" Comfort 
‘| Delivered to 
Your Door 


‘more than 
40 styles 


Call for your free mail order catalog 


1-800-231-6740 
BIRKENST 


Dept. RS, 301 SW Madison, Corvallis, OR 97333 
SALES + REPAIR» RESOLING 


VANS SHOES SPECIAL ORDER! 


Old Classics or Latest Styles 
Sizes from Kids' ll to Men's 16 
Women's 5-10 


7 


FREE WARP TOUR CD WITH ORDER 
"Old Skool” Suede/Canvas in Navy or Black. 
Ask About Colors! 

CALL 1-800-797-8447 FOR INFO. 


BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 


$200K a year & Free !i !*@s, I want to 

‘be President, $18 + $4 ship. Or $2 for catalog 
‘& get $3 off first purch. ck or MO to: DW, 

1208 SanPedro NE #242-RS, Alb, NM 87110 


BooKS & 
PUBLICATIONS 


MORRISSEY live 1997. Were you there? 
Please write! Your stories, impressions, pictures 
wanted for True To You zine. Issue 10 $5.00/83.50. 
Julia Riley, 831 Beacon St. #266(R), Newton, MA 
02159, USA/E-mail: true@riacnet 


New from The Anarchist Cookbook publisher 
Complete Book of Sunvval: How to Protect Yourself 
from Revolution, Riots, Famine & Other Disasters. 

25, ppd. Barricade Books 150th Ave, NY 10011 


COLLECTOR’S 
ITEMS 


PSYCHIC 


DIRECTORY 
ASTROLOGY & PSYCHICS 
Try it free. Amazing Predictions 
1-800-615-6046 
ACCURATE PSYCHICS 
Sample Our Psychics 1-800-528-5656 
BEST PSYCHIC CALLING 
All New Phone Samples 1-800-207-5736 
‘Try a Psychic by phone 1-800-290-9995 

Psychic Love Line 1-800-681-8806 


CLAIRVOYANCE 
Psychic Seers 1-888-469-1661 


DIAL DIRECT 


Live Psychics 1-809-474-1468. Psychic 
Astrologers 1-809-474-1430. 
Adults over 18. Int'l long distance rates. 24 hrs. 


FIND A PSYCHIC 
Rebecca's Psychic Circle 1-800-472-8381 


Top Psychics - Free Phone Samples 
1-800-295-3013. Listen and choose. 


Extraordinary! Remarkable Psychic 
Predictions 1-800-803-5477, All New! 


PSYCHIC LOVE LINES 
Astounding Psychics 1-800-709-2224 . 


Cupid’s Psychic Club 1-800-295-3017 
Romance Hotline 1-800-997-7683 


Adults over 18, Entertainment only. 
Optional paid sve available. 


ATALOGS 


Celebs! Nude! Male & Female! Erotic! 
Catalog $5/DOB to: Reckless Youth, 8581 Santa 
“Monica Blvd #7-S, W Hollywood, CA 90069 


ALBANIA 


[Cont. from 83] shouted and snatched 
the hand back. The wolf ignored them, 
and they went down the hall to tease the 
tiger and lions. 

Elmaz said the looting had pretty 
much stopped, at least in the thirty or 
forty kilometers around Tirana, [ 


vasked him whether the OSCE force 


had imposed law and order. He didn’t 
think so. “They are just driving around 
and sitting in cafes like everyone else,” 
he said. I asked him whether the gov- 
ernment had managed to quiet things 
down. It didn’t have an army anymore, 
but it still had the secret police, actual- 
ly the too-well-known police, the Sigu- 
rimi left over from the Hoxha regime 
and now renamed, in a euphemistic 
masterstroke, the National Informa- 
tion Service. But Elmaz didn’t think 
the police had done much except pester 
Sali Berisha’s political opponents. 

“Then what stopped the looting?” I 
asked. 

“They were finished,” said Elmaz. 


4, CLUB ALBANIA 


IN THE MIDDLE OF DOWNTOWN 
Tirana, 200 yards from Skenderbeg 
Square, is a block-long hole in the 
ground. Garbage fires smolder at the 
bottom, This is where Sijdia Holdings 
was going to build Albania’s first 
Sheraton hotel with its pyramid 
scheme investment. Only a portion of 
the cellar was completed. The cement- 
block basement staircase rises above 
ground level on one side of the hole. 
There’s a door into the stairwell and a 
neon sign above it: CLuB ALBANIA. 
Entirely too symbolic. 

The nearby apartment buildings that 
housed the country’s communist elite 
were built in the clean, austere Interna- 
tional style of twentieth century cities 
everywhere, but they’re crumbling. 
Where big chunks of stucco have fallen 
away, primitive-rubble-wall construc- 
tion is visibly ready to explode under 
the structures’ weight in the eastern 
Mediterranean’s next little earthquake. 

Apartments for the common folk are 
much worse. Elmaz’s mother had had 
the unenviable job of teaching geography 
to students who, as far as they knew, 
would never be allowed to leave the 
country. She lived in a block of flats with 
four stories of haphazardly laid masonry 


courses. Dried, flaking mortar oozed | 


from every joint. The bricks looked like 
they'd been dug from beds of clay with 
canoe paddles. 

‘The Hotel Tirana, which went up in 
1979, was so badly designed that the Ital- 
ian entrepreneurs who took it over had to 
add a separate tower as a fire escape. 
Short gangways lead’ from the tower to 
an emergency exit on each floor. This 
outside stairway created security prob- 


lems, however, so the tower was encased 
in steel mesh. Now, if there's a fire at the 
Hotel Tirana, the result will be hundreds 
of guests in an enormous fry basket. 
Near the river Lana is a neighbor- 
hood called the Block, once reserved for 
Enver Hoxha’s inner circle. Their idea 
of luxury was semisuburban, the kind 
of semisuburb you try to convince your 
parents to move out of before their car 
gets stolen. But the Hoxha residence 
looks like the house of a really suqcess- 
ful Chicago dentist. There’s something 
of the Chicago prairie style to its broad 
but ill-proportioned windows, clumsy, 
deep-eved roof and dumpy fieldstone 
terracing ~ call it Frank Lloyd Left. 
Hoxha’s daughter Pranvera is, in 
fact, an architect. I don’t know if the 
Hoxha homestead was her work, but 
other evidence indicates she’s at least 
as crazy as her dad was. She designed 
what used to be the Enver Hoxha Me- 
morial a couple streets away. It’s an 
immense concrete Pluto Platter of a 
building with conical walls used these 
days for daring cardboard-under-the- 
butt slides by local preteens. It once 
contained, says the Blue Guide, “more 
or less everything that Hoxha ever 
touched or used.” It now contains the 
USAID office, dispensing foreign aid. 
Which of these constitutes the greater 
foolishness, I leave to,the reader. 


5. EPILOGUE 


A LITTLE BEFORE CURFEW THAT 
night, I was sitting in a cafe with the 
wire-service reporter and a couple other 
fellow stateside hacks. “Albanians are 
just like anybody else,” I was saying. 

“They’re crazy,” said the wire- 
service reporter. 

“No, they’re not,” I said. “They just 
have a different history, a different sew 
of political and economic circum- 
stances. They’re acting exactly the way 
we would if we...” 

There was an Albanian family at the 
next table: handsome young husband, 
pretty wife, baby ina stroller, cute four- 
year-old girl bouncing on her dad’s 
knee. The girl grabbed the cigarette 
from between her father’s lips and tried 
a puff. Mom and Dad laughed. Dad 
took the cigarette back. Then he pulled 
a pack of Marlboros from his shirt 
pocket, offered a fresh cigarette to the 
little girl and gave her a light. ° 
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BILLS OVERDUE - Debt Consolidation. 
Cut interest and monthly payments by 50%! 
EZ Qualify. Stop creditor harassment. 
1-800-315-HELP (4357) ext. CR39 


OVERDUE BILLS? 1-800-788-1141 Bad_credit’s 
no problem! Licensed/Bonded Since 1977 Apps 
to $50,000. Not a loan Co, Town & Country 


IMPORT & RARE CD VIDEO CATALOGS 
Send 5$-CDI Box 2918 Acton, MA 01720 Cks,MC 
VI Ph/Fax: 1-781-259-4371E-mail: edivideo@aol.com 


FREE CD/CASSETTE CATALOG, LOW 
prices, Barry Publications, 477 82nd Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 


Money Troubles? Overdue Bills? Reduce Interest, 
Cut Monthly Credit Card Payments, Restore Credit 
Non-Profit Can Help, Call -800-SA VE-ME-2 


LD. BY MAIL. New Identity Kits. 
To obtain new credit file (Visa in 5 days), call the 
24-hour hotline now. 1-888-430-7576 ext. 3210, 


BRIGHT dyes, complete instructions. $20.50 begin- 
ners kit or SASE for free catalog. Grateful Dyes 
2B9 S, Sheridan, Denver, CO 80227. 303-763-8774 


100% Satistaction 

le for half the deal. 

When you boy 0 

SteelMaster building we 

‘moe sr yo ge he 

whole do Welt xy 

sore yoo mone wel make 

sure youre 10 sed 
with ou bug StetMasr provides he ighes uaiy 
sel ar blings in the wel 


50%Savi 
Don't seh 


FREE! 20,000 Item Rare CD & LP Catalog. 
The Finest, 2400 8th Ave, Greeley, CO 80631 Fax: 
970-484-0674 Ph 970-352-5390 www:thefinest.com 


RARE CDs & VIDS! Bruce, Zep, Stones, Dylan, 
TAFKAP, Metal,Best prices/service/quality. $l cata- 
log, Top Cats Music, Box 23534(r)Wash, DC 20026 


-TERMPAPER RESEARCH - Free Catal 
liging 3.000 research papers Custom, ipa 


Research: 800-777-7901 or (415)586-3900 
PC ielag eile sc yoerecer mer 


‘TERMPAPER SOLUTIONS! The electronic library 


provides unique quality papers as well as o 
custom research. Cal ll 1-800-PAPERS-1 or 805-547-0500 


KNOWLEDGE REPORTS - Free Catalog 
Catalog & Custom Papers, Statistical Analysis 
1-800-789-8609 E-Mail, Fax, Express 


RESEARCH PAPERSIOpen 24 hous! 
8005S HAGLE/S00320. PABERS 


SPEEDY RESEARCH 70,000 REPORTS, 
Bape Theses $600 per page Research 
Assistance use only! Custom research and 
available. VISA/MC/AMEX 1-800-356-9001 


FREE CATALOG OF 20,000 REPORTS; Fax, 
‘Overnight delivery. Quality Custom reports 
1-800-477-3732 or 201-939-0189 
or wwwacademiresearch.com 


TERM PAPER ASSISTAN 


» ORDER FREE CATALOG OF 20,000 
RESEARCH PAPERS TODAY 
7 ~— TOLL FREE HOT LINE 


1-800-351-0222 


: Mon-Fri. 9 om. -5 pun. (Pacific Time) 
Our 280-poye catolog contains detailed descriptions of 20,000 research 
apes, a vital ibary fnatn a you Figs, Enda ond ib 
lgrplc ages rte, dering is ses spiking up yor phone Let 
this voll education eid serve you hraughou your college yes 

EXAMPLES OF CATALOG TOPICS 
21589 - HUMAN INTELLIGENCE, Analyzes conflicting 
‘ho [st ny ined uch ete by evieamen si ard co 
teal foxes 16 cans, 5 soars, 10 pages, 
21940 - DRUG USE & ADOLESCENT SUICIDE. Incidence, connections, 
clus, obsk teneges, tony dshncio,sl-etee, post & fue 
reseorth, 22 citations, 15 sources, 6 poges. 
esearch Asta obo povies alo seach and hess sistance Our 
snl of prlesionl wer, ech wig in he ils of expr, con 
sist you wih oll your seh needs 
Visit our Web Site ot hige/ ww: reserd-assistance.com 


! » 

+ RESEARCH ASSISTANCE 
11322 dah Ave, Dep RS, Suit 208 

! oh Ls dae oi S0E5 


1 ane, 
1 Address 


SPRING BREAK ‘98 
BOOK THE BEST, 
FORGET THE REST? 
BEST PRICES, HOTELS, & DESTINATIONS 


5 EARN MONEY & FREE TRIPS! 
© CAMPUS REP POSITIONS AVAILAB! 


CALL 1-800-327: 


PENIS ENLARGEMENT. Custom Vacuum 
Pumps. Gain 13 in. Permanent, safe. Free brochures 
Dr. Joel Kaplan 312-409-4030 


MEET LATIN LADIES! #1 in Mexico-South 

America. Photomagazines, Videos & Group Tours. 

Free Brochures! TLC, Box 924994R, Houston, TX 
77292 ayes69225 wwwelcworldwidecom 


+ BEAUTIFUL RUSSIAN LADIES. Free 40-pg. 
catalog, Exciting Russian tours. Anastasia, Dept. 61, 
Box 906, Winchester, KY 40392 (606)737-1263 


Meet Women Worldwide for Love & Marriage! 
World's #1 Personal Ad Service Since 1974. 
Complimentary 32pg Photo Mag. Cherry Blossoms 
Box I90RS Kapaau Hawaii 96755 800-322-3267x1 
wwwblossomsconvadil.heml cherry@blossoms.com 


RUSSIAN LADIES, truly beautiful, want to 
meet YOU! Free color photocatalog! Euro77; PO 
Box 888851; Atlanta, GA 30396; 1800: SATO 


FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE 
on our new product development services, call 
1-800-677-6382 


‘Stote___Zip. 


FREE Invention Kit: 


Patent and Market your new product idea! 
Call Concept Network 1-800-846-8368 


increases testosterone levels 


effective in treatment of 

erectile dysfunction (impotence) 
enhances libido, sexual performance 
and intensity of sensation 
increases muscle strength 

improves vitality, physical 
performance and endurance 


+ all natural » no negative side effects 
+ extensive clinical testing in the U.S. and Europe 


a= 1-800-288-2844 


Vier our website’ at: 
— WwWeexsativa.com 


‘Scandinavian Natural Health & Beauty Products, Ine. 
13 North Seventh Street, Perkasie PA 18044, 
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CLINTON UNDERGROUND MOVIE! 
Order the new, crazy, whacky movie Paxamericana 
done Saturday Night Live style. (501)517-9773 


FRENCH LOLITAS AT RIVIERA Beaches. 
‘Video $50.00. Catalog $3.00. Brazil Video, 
Box 8572, La Jolla, CA 92038. 


JUALITY ADULT VIDEO: H-core, Amateur. 
‘or catalog send DOB to 413 6 Forks Rd. 
#520, Raleigh, NC 27615 wirwsexisfun.com 


@ AMARC Entertainment 


Satin Smoke 


Victoria Zdrok, Shannon Leahy and Paulann 
Beautiful Women, Cigars, Lingerie 
‘Approx. 1 hour. 


$19.95 + $5.95 
1 3550-998 eoso 


TRACI LORDS, Hard to find videos. 
Catalog $2. Adults only. Noro Distr. Box 145 
‘St-Michel, Canada, H2A 3L9 


INSTRUCTION 


LOS ANGELES RECORDINGWORKSHOP 
\iOS avant fee Recording Engineer 
RECORDING cael program taught in eleven studio 

complex, including SSL. Housing 


& financial aid available Catalog: 5278-RS Lankershim 
Blvd., North Hollywood, CA 91601 x 818-763-7400 


LEARN the ART of RECORDING 
+The Orginal singe 1971 »AMfrdaleTuton 
Sto Facility 
Month Traing 
© THE RECORDING WORKSHOP 
'S Call Today for a Free Brochure 
800-848-9900 or 614-663-2544 


Da: 6451-2027 main cage! 
A551e Mawsivile Rd Chillicothe OH 8560 


FOn Compas Housing 
Pacenent Axis. 


Get the sl cha cary wegen 
today’s creative ie ty i careers. 


Grapuic DESIGN 
* COMPUTER ANIMATION 
MULTIMEDIA 
VIDEO PRODUCTION 
* Wes SITE ADMINISTRATION 


© The Art Institutes 


Mil International 
300 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
14 locations, coast to coast 


a 5 nt ee ee Yn ee 


51997 2405 1197 
eee tall loctons. 
nce salable a thon who qualify HOLST 


SSS 


Full Sail is one of the most extraordinary 
educational experiences in the world, 
offering hands-on training in thirty- 
cutting-edge studios, production suites 
and computer labs. Students here learn 
on current gear that is used in making 
today's interactive games, CD's, movies, 
annimations, concerts,3D graphics, 
sound effects and TV shows, The only 
thing more impressive than the facilities and 
equipment is the long list of successes, 
credits and awards that thousands of Full 
Sail grads have earned. 


800°226°7625 


www.fullsail.com 


FULL Slt 


Real World Education 


yr 


es) 


school of 
AuciocFiguN) leor! 


28008949500 


MUSIC TECH 


Comprehensive programs in Re 
al ia agit 

al 
prea and Vocals, ‘Degree 
pil mae Diploma programs available 


S4 www.musictech.com 


22 Week Master Recording Pro, 
Financial Aid co Qualified Students 
Internships @ Hands-on Training 


JOBS AVAILABLE 


EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! 
ASSEMBLE PRODUCTS AT HOME. 
CALL 1-800-467-5566 EXT. 12159 


GET PAID FOR READING BOOKS! 
$100 each, Send name, address: Calco Publishing 
(Dept.C217}22 North Plains, Wallingford,CT 06492 


THE DEAD CENTER 


HIPPIE CATALOG. FREE 72 page catalog of 

Cool Threads & Trip Toys. Since 1987. Gypsy Rose 

Box 624-RS Richboro, PA 18954. 215-95-PEACE 
wwwgypsyrosecom Wholesale Available 


GRANDMA'S MOONSHINE GRAPE oe ere 
Delicious & easy to make in I gall 
$5 TMC, PO Box 174, Farting. OK 73502 


PSYCHICS 


SAMPLE OUR PSYCHICS. 
Try it Free. 1-800-528-5656 
Adults over 18, 


FREE PSYCHICS 
Sample Psychic Masters _ 1-800-709-2224 
Adults over 18 


New! TOLL FREE. 
PSYCHIC SAMPLES, 1-888-46' 
‘Adults over 18 only. 


FREE SAMPLES 
Psychic Predictions 1-800-695-7364 
‘Adules over 18, 


MASTER YOUR POWER: Dance in Harmony 
with Your Life. Understand Relationships. Change 
Your Life! Call Suzannah. MC/VISA (610)975-4407 


KENNY KINGSTON 
‘PSYCHIC HOTLINE 
1-900-680-7222 
1-800-314-9097 MC/VI 
‘The Most Important Phone Call You'll Ever Make. 
Only 3.99/min, 18+ Entertainment Only 


Find Lage & Happiness 


tes ofthe Heart. 
Get Answers From 
Psychics Who Care 


Nuwerovocy » Tarot 
Astrovocy + CLAIRVOYANT 
1-900-454-0900 


Finst 2 min FREE! $3.99/mn. arren 


FREE 1-800-696-7388 
AML Snestens: $1.93 /m 


1 ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES 


FREE 15 MINUTES 


LOOK INTO YOUR pent 
‘Sensational Results. wi Gifted Psychics 
a “900-884-1 004 


Altor FREE Minutes - $3.99 
MC/VISA/CHECK/GUST. SEI 


nouns 1 ~ -800-303-0295 how wow 
“une Hi Payehies « Must be 18+ _ 


BEST 


BEST 
PSYCHIC 
SOURCE 
Astrology Clairvoyant - Tarot 
Numerology 
Have the life you akuays dreamed of with 


amazing insights from gifted psychics 
AS LOW AS $1-93/MIN 


1-800-404-8305 
1-900-420-9989 


FIRST 2 MIN FREE $3.00/m00. aren 


24 HounS. 16+. ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY. 


SWINGERS! BISEXUALS! 
Get Real Local Names & Phone Numbers 
1-900-420-0420 ext. 100 $2.95/min. 18+ 


GIRLS HOUSEWIVES - GAYS- COUPLES 
Names, Phone Numbers, Addresses 18+ 
1-800-921-DATE (3283) 1-900-745-4560 $2.99/min 


SPECIAL INTERESTS? 
Discrete Voice Ads for Personals. 1-800-814-4633. 
‘Adults over 8 only. 


SAMPLE MASTER PSYCHICS. 
Try it Free. 1-800-207-5736 
Adults over 18, 


VOTED BEST DATELINE OF 199711 
Amys Dating 1.268-404-6377 Only 69¢ /min 
Ray's Gay Dating! 1-268-404-6386 24 Hrs! 18+ 


| 1-767-445-1666 


“GET CONNECTED” 
Guys & Gals 1-473-441-1001 
Man to Man 1-473-441-1002 
Only Long Distance Applies 


DARE TO EXPERIENCE... Romance, Passion 
& Eantasy! 1-900-407-4074 /ext.B3 & 1-900.976- 
9760/ext.83! Use MC/Visa@ 1-800-793-0709/ 
ext.83 & 1-800-793-0708/ext.83 18+, $2.79/min. 


HOT NEW VIRTUAL CHAT! Listen to sexy 
intros from callers on the line now. Talk live only to 
girls/guys who turn you on or send private messag- 

el 18 $1.99/min 1 900-388-2300 or 1-888-56-CHAT 


HOT WILD PARTY LINE @ 
STRAIGHT 1-473-441-1302 
GAY MEN 1-473-441-1693 

Free of Alll Premium Charge. Only LD Rates Apply 


Home phone numbers. Hot & available: 
Gals, Guys, Bis, Dominants, TV/TS. Alll styles 
1-900-420-2223 ext. 3019. Gays & Bi’s 1-900-659-9501 
ext, 4034 @$2.69/min. 18+ TTP TMP NV 


HOT VIRTUAL CHAT LINES 
FREE OF PREMIUM CHARGES: 
1-473-407-9505 18+ 
Reg int'l toll only 


HOT ADULT 
FANTASY PERSONALS 
Listen to ads and respond to people 
who share your desires 
1-800-239-6274 
1-900-435-6856 
$2.98'min 


FREE 
Power 
len 
Women Chat 


=473-44 17-1304 mane woman 
GAY? BI? CURIOUS? ledigedulol 154 


FREEMATCHING 


Call to be matched with Local 
“=| Girls ready to connect Live. 
24hrs. 184 Access Code #3990 


Live 4 Hours Sex 


1-473-407- 3590) 


PARTYLINE 


InfiL.D. 


Walk on the 
Wildside! & 


Be Bate ys 


= CRUISE — 
1-800-555-GUwS 


‘Adults Only» $2.997min 


GET OFF CHEAP! NO PREMIUM CHARGES 


767-446-9020 


Guts aly» Reg LD TOW Only 
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Check Ou! he Hottest Voice Personals and Parly 
with Wild, Fun People Loking fr a Good Tine! 


Al NY/NJ Events. 
Bill nt dc Allman Brothers, & Clapton 
jroadwa :: (203) 


WWwW.ENTERTAINMENT 


Now - 15 Sites for The Price of One. 
wivw:peepshow.com 


EXPLICIT LIVE ACTION! 1-473-407-8873 
wwwnichaelsalem,com or call 1-212-986-9856/7 


Visit us at: http://www. 


REE. hollywoodheat.com/raw 


‘Tinsel Town starlets exposed 
amateurarcade,.com/bim. 


‘The net's freshest newcomers 

27-1 nude-n-natural.com/spread 
Always eager to please 

‘The web’s horniest couples get hot 
planetlesho.com/lick 

Out of-this-world lesbos 
 habesunlimited.com/hotsex 
The internet's most gorgeous girls 
The hotest all-male site on the web 
maleman.com/jack 


HOME GARDENING 


"GET YOURSELF GROWING!” 
Greenhouse & Hydropnic Equipment 
Texas Greenhouse Co, 1-800-227-5447 


POETRY 


POETRY PUBLISHED. Send up to 4 & 
SASE $500 award. Quill Books, P.O. Box 
3109-RS, Harlingen, TX. 78551-3109. 


PHONE 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Please Note: Nearly all of the services listed below in- 
volve charges or fees which will Appear on your phone 
bill. The following ads are Intended for Adults use on- 
Iy. 18 + Please. local, LD & Int'l phone rates may apply 


CHEAP! 24HR RAW ACTION! 69c+/min 18+ 
HS Seniors! 1-473-407-9761 Partyline! 1-268-404-5489 
Amber-8 yrs,97Ibs,51"hotywet & tight 1-954-704-7388 
EXTREME! 1-268-404-7805 Nymphos 01-6787-3163 
Eavesdrop Oll-6787-3164 Horny Boys! 1-268-404-4634 
Sarah-19big chested, I'm wet & horny 1-954-704-7320 
SWINGERS 1-268-404-5030 Hardcore! 011-6787-3165, 
Older Ho's! 1-800-414-9552 Hot Nudes 01-6787-3166 
BLACK PARTY! USA‘s largest! 1-268-404-501L 
HORNY TAMI & AMY ! LIVE! 1-954-704-7644 


HORNY H‘S. SENIORS 1-800-735-5243 
HORNY BLACK CHICKS _ 1-800-666-4188 
Horny Wives who love Phone Sex! 1-800-470-2878 
“SPICY” Hispanic Girls.Calientel 1-800-801-8609 
Horny old chicks.be mama's li boy! 800-906-5565 
HORNY ORIENTAL BIMBOS 1-800-741-7548 
HORNY GAY FRAT BOYS! 1:800-963-2697 
Mistress Cassandra.Ultra Hardeore! 1-800-801-8658 
Boy or Gitl?Best of both Worlds! 1-800-439-8242 
Horny strippers..want afterwork sex! 1-800-801-8655 
| Horny Backdoor Virgins! 800-801-8650 18+,2.9%/mn 


800-709-7277 
800-830-6699 

ISEWIVES AT HOME 800-651-9969 
Ustution Mature Ladies 800-936-2232 
CHICKS WITH "STICKS' 800-781-2739 
Gay Young Models 18+ $2,99/min 800-801-8606 


Gay Guys Come Quicklll 18+ ld/Inel coll 
Hoty line-all ve 1:268-404-4481 
Hot Jocks and Muscle Men 1-767-446-9005 


EROTIC PHONE ACTION. 
.99/MIN_ 1(800)331-3310 .99/MIN 
011-592-575-598  (IB+) —OU-592-575-746 


SUPER HARDCORE! 1 ON 1 & FANTASY 
‘Adult 1-800-743-2229 * 1.900.745.3544 18+ 
Gay 1-800-347-6626 * 1-900-745-0499 $2/mn + Up 


ene) TO anes 
ear 18+ Schoolgirls 


Young & Beautiful College Girls Want You Now! 
*1.On1*2 On 1*Couples* CALL NOW! 1-900- 
993-6917 1-800-494-7399 v/me $2.50+ Min. 18+ 


New Toll Free! Wild, Sexy Samples. 
" 1-888-490-4970 or 1-888-879-0124 
‘Adults over 18. 


Real Women - Sexy Samples. 
New Toll Free! 1-888-651-0731 
Adults over 18 


SAMPLE THEIR PHONE SEX. 
1-800-288-3669 
Adults over 18. 


[SEXY TICKLING PANTIES 
Scripted With Your Name 
Call 1-800-690-523: 


light & whisper quiet, The hide= 
way speed control provides orgas- 


lor a hit with your friends, Order 
now & get an erotic CD FREE. 
efits all, Black or 
ite - Thong or Brazil 
Visa/MC 1-800-690 
Fax 416-398-0407 or mail check 
lor M.O. to: Lady Calston, 


1051 Clinton St. #204, Buffalo, NY 14206 xo 


LIVE TALK OR EXPLICIT FANTASY 
1-900-745-0333 or 1-800-959-1661 C, Cards 
GAY: 1-900-745-0444 or 1-800-697-7825 $2/min 


HORNY SEX BABES $.99/min 
1-800-818-WETT Live 1on1 1-900-725-9888 


BURY YOUR HEAD IN MY **##] 
1-800-234-LISA (5472) $1 min. 18+ 
1-800-24-GIRLS (800.244.4757) 


DICKS ALL GIRL REVIEW (LIVE) 
1-800-79-DICKS credit cards & cks $2/mn 18+ 


Dirty Delights. Phone Club for Men: 
1-800-554-6990 or 1-800-677-6009 
Adults over 18, 


EAYESDROP LINE. Listen in on uncensored 
LIVE phone fantasy calls 212-691-2444 
99¢/min. 2+ — 900-435-6544 $2.50/min. 


EXPLICIT HARDCORE TALK!!! 
the Nastiest Around! $198/m/18+ www. WETS.cor 
1-800-977-4ONI * 900-745-5051 * 01: 992-B29 


EXPLICIT & RAW UNCENSORED CHAT! 

Sizzling Beach Party: 24 Hes Day 1-217-873-0099 

Guye Meet Gis at the Frat Howse: 473-407-8084 

Hor Swinging Singles: 1-207-873-0122 

FREE for Women Dateline: 1-800-888-6069 

Gay? Bi? Cusius: 194-346-1885 
18+ LD Toll Applies 


1.900-GET-STONED .99¢per min. 
1-800-FUN-6900_.89¢per min. (cc) 
1-800-SEX-FARM No ce req. 
1-767-447-9128 No ce req. 


EXTRA HARDCORE X PARTY! 
1-800-474-ORGY (749) $1 min. 18+ 
1.800-WE AREI9_(18003932-731) 


FOR A GOOD TIME CALL MONA 
live! 1-800-593-MONA. $2/mn v/me/checks 18+ 


FREE ** LIVE PARTYLINE! 
Guys To Meet Babes: 1-919-719-4012, 
Chicks To Meet Dudes: 1-919-719-4003 
**Free from Premium Charges 18+ 


FREE *# SEATLE’S GRUNGELINE IS 
OPEN! (206) 479-FREE (3733) 24 hrs/Day 


FREE!!! * HOT GAY ACTION! 
18+ 1.919-719-4636(4MEN)* Reg Toll 


GAY GUYS COME FAST! 
1-268-404-5086 18+ Int'l LD 


HARDCORE HEAVEN low int'l Id 1-809-490-2951 
LIVE *1 on 1* JUST YOU & ME 18+ OIl-678-73-78 
AMATEUR PORN STARS! 24HRS! _ 011-592-1759 


HOLLYWOOD HELLHOLE 
212-796-3366 Free Live 
473-441-1666 24 Hour Party 
704-319-2010 Live Action 
Only normal LD rates 18+ 


HOT WILD EXY 
1-ON-1 HOT LIVE TALK 
1-800-238-LIVE —_$1.69/min. 
HOT + WILD PARTYLINE 

1-801-473-1800 
HOT GAY PARTYLINE 


1-801-473-4000 
As Low As 10¢/min. 


HOT MEN SEEKING HORNY MEN! 
LEATHER & BONDAGE: _ 1-473-407-8013 
lon1SIZZLING DUDES: _ 1-473-407-8003 

18+ LD Toll Applies 


HOT COEDS _ 800-915-3866 * 900-435-4260 
YOUNG TV's 800-543-2883 * 900-745-3469 18+ 
Chat with other callers 1-800-619-7500 $199+/min 


HOT GAY SEX! 
1-800-FREEGAY B+ 


HOT LADIES. SPECIAL SAMPLES. 
1-800-395-0034 
Adults over 18. 


HOT LIVE PHONE TALK $.99/min 
212-741-1202 21+ 900-435-3665, 


"Hot, Exciting And Kinky Live Girlsll 
Cheapest & the Best! 99¢/m/I8+ www. WET3.com 
1800 499 IONI*1 900 990 1000* 01 678 73385 


Call Before You Come! 
$2/min live Lon-1_no gimmicks 
vime/checks 18+ 1-800-995-2061 


Cheap Live Gay Party 18+ 
The Boys Club Live! low,ine| ld 1-268-404-4470 
Live Gay /O Line 24F1RS! 1-268-404-4473 


Come Alive. Samples By Phone. 
1-800-666-4984 or 1-800-285-8977 
Hot, Sexy Samples 1-800-554-6930 


1-767-446-9136 


Adults over 18, 


Hot, Wild Women Want to Turn You On. 
“New! Toll Free 1-888-253-7136 
Uncensored Samples - 1-800-274-7615 

Adulks over 18, 


I ALWAYS COME HERE! 
1-800-989-0749, 1-800-988-0749 
live hardcore $2.00/min ce & checks 


TM GETTING OFF SOON. JOIN ME! 
Live 1-on-1'v/me/checks 18+ $2/min’ 
1-800-981-0239 OR 1-800-968-2061 


KINKY Young Girls $2.99/min 1-900-435-1109 
HARDCO) ination 1-900-993- WHIP 
ORAL OBESESSION 18+ 1-900-993-8545 


LICK CANDY HARD! 
1-800-568-DEEP (337) $1 min. B+ 
1-800-28-GIRLS (1.800.284.4757) 
LIVE ONE-ON-ONE. WILD women want 


talk to you now! Major credit cards. $2 per min. 
5 min. minimum. Over [8 only! 1-800-822-GIRL 


LIVEPRIVATE1lon1 18+ = 00-683-8235 
NASTY GIRLS LIVE! 24HRS! 1-268-404-4460 
EAVESDROP LINE low int'l id 0U-592-597-970 


Lonely Housewives Need Relieflll 
Live, lon!! $2,98/m/I8+ — Ol1-683-9960 
1-800-77-HORNY( (46769) * 1-900-537-8000 


TOOSE LIPS LIVE LON $2/min. 
1-800-3-TEAM69 co/checks 


Naughty Housewives 
Bi-Sexual College Girls 
Submissive Young Girls 
Hardcore Domination 
Wild Swingers Near You 1-800-938-5674 
Gay or Just Curious?1-800-291-2232 18+, $2.99/Min. 


SAMPLE SEX ACTION NOW. 
‘Try It By Phone. 1-800-444-5878 
‘Adults over 18, 


SIZZLING HOT LIVE PHONE TALK 
1.800-238-LIVE (5483) $1.69 per min, 
1-900-435-6588 $2.50/min. pits 


1-800-218-6969 


Special Interests. All Tastes Welcome. 
New Toll Free! 1-888-397-1857 
‘Adults over 18, 


Tanya,42, 40D-2634, Be my boy toy! 800-436-6477 
Angie, 18, HS Senior, stacked, do me! 800-439-6477 
Pam,19,love it backdoor! 800-434-6477 18+, $2.99/mn 


WET RAW NASTY GIRLS 
Erotic Young Girls 2.50min. 800 973-6699 
GET OFF FAST 18+ "900 745-2133 


Young Lesbians; 2 Girls, 8 Lips, 4U! 011-683-5233 
‘The Nastiest, Live, Hardcore Phone! _Oll-678-75338 


Hor Kinky Girls Do Themselves! _011-592-599-139 
#1 Pleasure club for Complete Release! (ll-683-8769 


Sex Toys 
For Play 


Az collection of sexual products. Exper- 
ence the unique as well as the traditional with 
our 40-page catalogue including lotions, lubricants, 
massage products, toys, lingerie, personal stimula 
tors, erotic books, and sensual videos. 


Our 100% Guarantee: Confidentiality 
Product Quality, Customer Satisfactio 


Write today. You have nothing to lose and an 
entirely new world of enjoyment to gain, Send $5.00 
Which wil be applied to your first order, 


"The Xandria Collection, Dept. RS0398 a! 
BO. Box 31039, San Francisco, CA 94131-9988 | 
| Send. me a Xandria Gold Eution Gataogue. Enclosed is | 
‘$5.00 to be applied to my first purchase. ($6 Canada, £4 UK) 
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READERS TOP 20 


10 


ROLLING STONE 


1 TITANIC 
Soundtrack - Sony Classical 


2 RADIOHEAD 
OK Computer ~ Capitol 


3 PEARL JAM 
Yield - Epic 


4 THIRD EYE BLIND 
Third Eye Blind - Elektra/EEG 


5 THE VERVE 
Urban Hymns ~ VG/Hut/Virgin 


6, SMASH MOUTH 
Fush Yu Mang ~ Interscope 


7 CHUMBAWAMBA 


Tubthumper - Republic/Universal 


8 BEN FOLDS FIVE 
Whatever and Ever Amen ~ 
Caroline/ss0 Music/Epic 


9 EVERCLEAR 
So Much for the Afterglow ~ 
Capitol 


LED ZEPPELIN 
BBC Sessions - Atlantic 


11 DAYS OF THE NEW 


Days of the New — 
Out Post/Geffen 


42 NATALIE MERCHANT 
Tigerlily - Elektra/EEG 


13’ MATCHBOX 20 
Yourself or Someone Like You ~ 
Lava/Atlantic 


14 
Live at Red Rocks 815.95 - 
Bama Rags/RCA 


DAVE MATTHEWS BAND 


LOREENA McKENNITT 


CELTIC AND SEVENTEEN: The Canadian singer's seventh 
album, the Pan-Celtic, New Age Book of Secrets, is Number 
Seventeen and rising on Billboard's Top 200 chart. She is self- 


| I — RIS “The Mummers’ Dance” brings Celtic tradition to modern-rock radio 


Set 


BILLBOARD'S 
TOP 20 ALBUMS 


meal indicates chat position the weck 


ending 


1h, 198; the second, chart pastion one week 9 
umber of weeks inthe “Billboar” 200, 


SARAH MCLACHLAN 
Surfacing - Arista 


5 


16 METALLICA 
Reload - Elektra/EEG 


17 MASTER P 
Ghetto D ~ No Limit/Priority 


48 CREED 
‘My Own Prison - Wind-up 


49 RAGE AGAINST THE 
* MACHINE 
Evil Empire - Epic 


20 SUBLIME 
Second-hand Smoke ~ 
Gasoline Alley/MCA 


This chart is based 


arvey of RS subscribers cone 
ducted by Dial America from February 17th 9th, 908. 


managed; she runsher own record label andhas produced allher SING oes 
albums. Buoyed by the success of her single “The Mummers’ eee 
Dance” on modern-rock radio, McKennitt has found a new audi- Se eneniaN ri 
ence. ‘It's fascinating,” she says. “To me this illustrates that the Le’s Talk About Love ~ 
public's taste is much wider than the industry serving it.” 550 Music/Epict® 
HOT FUN IN THE MUMMER TIME: The Mummers were a 
medieval tree worshipers who paraded in masks and costumes a2 see JAM 3 
tocelebrate spring. “Over the past Christmas,“ McKennitt says, ial —tee 
“lwenttoareal Mummers’ event in Cornwall, England. You'rea Gino OReES a 
spectator at these things, andit's more interesting ifyou can par- ‘Sevens ~ Capital Nashulle# 
ticipate. | decided from now on, I'm going to have a costume 
cidlctimmi sere | 54 SPICE GIRLS 5 
I'M A WANDERER: McKennitt travels extensively, researching Spevonid= Vag 
cultures and traditions for inspiration: “I compare what dototrav- BaccGE Gl RBEEamas: 
el writing. Each recording is a personal snapshot of what | am | Saoage Ganlen ~ Coluimbiat 
interested in at the time. I travel on my own, so there's a vulnera- Se 
bility and a sense of living on the edge. | try not to subvert myself 75 USHER 22 
toasstrict agenda. It's like getting on a bus headed west but you My Way 
don'tdecide whether you're going to Vancouver or Los Angeles: eae oe cee 
NEVER GONNA BREAK MY STRIDE: “| have a binder full Sees 
.of unexplored tangents. | see it as seasons for different | > 
things. | have to divide my time between my managerial “I feel blessed to do what I'm doing, to meet many | 6 MATCHBOX20 50 
duties and what | call the high season of the artist- when I'm _ people and to use this as a vehicle for my inner | a ae Te 
researching, writing and recording.” -ANTHONY BOZZA  srowth,” says McKennitt. 
1046 K-Cl AND JOJO 35 
eS |S Love Altways - MCA* 
TOP VIDEOS: MUCH MUSIC | SINGLES 20 YEARS AGO | CLUB PLAY | tut SHANIA TWAIN 5 
Come On Over - 
1 DAYS OF THE NEW 1 THE BEE GEES 1 HANNAH JONES. Mercury Nashville 
ashen the Reon” Nee es | “You Only Have to Say You Love 
| | Me" - Ariola Dane 12.27 BLUES BROTHERS 2 
| —= SS 20) 
2 FOO FIGHTERS arene cise 2 LUSTRAL | ae 
“My Hero” “Love Is Thicker Than Water” - RSO “Everytime” - 
| Hooj Choons Promo/Popular M 
3 BILLY JOEL yeux: ae ue Columbiat * 
3 MASE es | 3 JODY WATLEY eRe SE Lee 
“Just the Way You Are” ~ Columbia “Off the Hook” ~ Atlantic 
“What You Want” ieee eee | 1443 BRIANMCKNIGHT 21 
| 4 DANHILL | 4 SASH! FEATURING LA TREC Aspe Merci 
4 THE LOX “Sometimes When We Touch” ~ “Stay” ~ Ultra/FFRR/Island aes a 
“If You Think I'm Jiggy” oth Comics 5 BYRON STINGILY | Harlem World ~ Bad Boy/Aristat® 
— “You Make Me Feel (Mighty Real)”- | 
5 METALLICA 5 SAMANTHA SANG Newer | 1642 CHUMBAWAMBA’ 21 
m | Tubthumper ~ Republic/Universal*® 
Unforgiven I “Emotion” ~ Private Stoc 
=e eater Pies ek 6 RALPHI ROSARIO FEATUR- 
ING DONNA BLAKELY 17.21 LOREENA 20 
@ EVERCLEAR egculc “Take Me Up (Gotta Get Up)” - MCKENNITT 
“1 Will Buy You a New Life” “Dance, Dance, Dance, Yousah, Underground Construction The Book of Secrets ~ Quinlan 
Yo tlantic Road/Warner Bros. 
eam TTE Rees sees 7 CONSTIPATED MONKEYS 
7 QUEEN | “Cro-Magnon (What About Our 48.17 LEANN RIMES. 23 
“Can't Get Off” J ou ‘Subliminal/Strictly Rhythm You Light Up My Li 
“We Are the Champions” ~ Elektra | tis a Cu DN 
SICMIDARUAG | 8 DANNY TENAGLIA cg ge 
8 THE BEE GEES | “Elements” - Twisted/MCA 1914 SPICE GIRLS 54 
“Watching the Gir!” fice z : i 
SS ‘Night Fever” - RSO | 9 THE COLOMBIAN DRUM Spice - Virgint® , 
z CARTEL 
 BOUK SSERIG.CEAPION: | “We Have the House Surrounded” ~ Ree AE ERMAN. oe 2 
“Dr. Jones” “Lay Dew Sally” = RSO | Calima No Way Out ~ Bad Boy/Avistat« 
10 LAGUNA | Copyright © 1998 by Billard Publications Inc. and 
40 SARAH McL seyret © wet by ap 
ACHLAN 10 THE BEE GEES “Spiller From io (Doe Eany)”- | Seon I al hms (nn pel) 
ante arn ei Nee tee | Re aren }_ Platinum albums ( milion copies sold). Superscript 
= "How Deep Is Your Love"-RSO__~|__Groovilicious/Strictly Rhythm | samen dete milion sles Gold nd plat 
= | | su sales certified by the Recording Industry Associa- 
Copyright © 998 by Billboard Publications Ie. Copyright © 978 by Billoord Publications Ire | Copprish © 1998 by Bilbo Pablicton ne. || son of Areca 
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Craig “Iron Head” Heyward 
Pro Running Back 


‘T CHALLENGE YOU 10 GET = 
MORE LATHER 
_..» WITH ZEST BODY WASH 


5 But You Can’t Be Afraid to Give Up Your Deodorant Bar 


There’s nothing to be scared of with Zest Body Wash. Unlike many body 
washes for the ladies, Zest doesn’t have heavy moisturizers. What it does have 
is a Lather Builder that works with Zest Body Wash to give you twice the 
fresh-smelling lather of the leading deodorant bar. In fact, if Zest Body Wash 


a | 
doesn’t get you cleaner, more refreshed, call 1-888-BEST-LATHER (1-888-237-8528)  [FReiaaem laecentien 4 
and they'll buy you a bar of yours.* 


with washcloth |] with Lather Builder 


Get Cleaner, More Refreshed, 
p ‘Der Get Zasf filly Clean. 


BUILDER 


‘Gellfordetas. Some restctons apply Ota exes 8/188. 


(0 1996 Procer & Gamble 


168 mg “tary 11) mg ~— BV, parcigarette by FIC method. 


LAR AN a\/ 


Li 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 


. 


—_- - 


Just 77¢ an issue 


0 Payment enclosed () Bill me 


Name Pease print inital Here 


Address Apt. 


City State Zip 4CNze | 


Please allow 4-6 weaks for dalivery of fst issue. Annual cover price $73.90, 
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1 YEAR $19.97 
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